
 

 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 



 

GOOD FRIDAY 

March 29, 2024 

3:00 pm  

(The congregation enters in silence.) 

 

Use these words to meditate upon as you prepare for worship: 

   We must note in the first place that Christ by His suffering not only saved us from  

   the devil, death, and sin, but also that His suffering is an example, which we are to   

   follow in our suffering...For God has appointed that we should not only believe in the 

   crucified cross, but also be  crucified with Him...what is needed is to hold fast and  

   submit oneself to it, as I have said, namely, that one know that we must suffer, in or 

   der that we may thus be  conformed  to Christ, and that it cannot be otherwise, that     

   everyone must have his (her) cross and suffering.  When one knows this it is the more   

   easy and bearable, and one  can comfort oneself by saying:  Very well, if I want to be  

   a Christian, I must also wear the colors of the court; the  dear Christ issues no others  

   in His court; suffering must be there...none should dictate or choose his own cross and   

   suffering, but rather when it comes, patiently bear and suffer it. 

                                                                                 —Martin Luther, Sermon at Coberg 1530 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

    P:  Let us pray 

    C:  Almighty God, look with mercy on Your family of faith gathered here and across 

 the world, for  whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and given 

 over into the hands of sinners  and to suffer death on the cross; and Who  now 

 lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

 

 

 



The First Lesson                                                                                                                         Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

     L:  The Word of the Lord. 

     C:  Thanks be to God. 

                                         Silence is kept for reflection and meditation. 

 

The Psalmody of the Day   (read responsively)                                                                                              Psalm 22 

 

 1My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?   and are so far from my cry and from the words of my  

  distress? 

 2O my God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not answer; by night as well, but I find no rest. 

 3Yet You are the Holy One, enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

 4O ur forefathers put their trust in You; they trusted, and You delivered them. 

 5They cried out to You and were delivered; they trusted in You and were not put to shame. 

 6But as for me, I am a worm and no man, scorned by all and despised by the people. 

 7All who see me laugh me to scorn; they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 

 8“He trusted in the Lord; let Him deliver him;  let Him rescue him, if he delights in Him.” 

 9Yet You are He who took me out of the womb, and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. 

 10I have been entrusted to You ever since I was born;  You were my God when I was still in my mother’s 

  womb. 

 11Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help. 

 12Many young bulls encircle me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 

 13They open wide their jaws at me, like a ravening and a roaring lion. 

 14I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;* 

  my heart within my breast is melting wax. 

 15My mouth is dried out like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; and You have laid me in the 

  dust of the grave. 

 16Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; they pierce my hands and my feet. I 

  can count all my bones.   

 17They stare and gloat over me;* 

  they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing. 

 18Be not far away, O Lord; You are my strength; hasten to help me. 

 19Save me from the sword,  my life from the power of the dog. 

 20Save me from the lion’s mouth, my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 

 21I will declare Your name to my brethren; in the midst of the congregation I will praise You. 

                                                                                                       (continue on next page) 



 22Praise the Lord, you that fear Him; stand in awe of Him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob’s  

  line, give glory. 

 23For He does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does He hide His face from them;* 

  but when they cry to Him He hears them. 

 24My praise is of Him in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship 

  Him. 

 25The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise Him:  

  “May your heart live forever!” 

 26All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall 

  bow before Him. 

 27For kingship belongs to the Lord; He rules over the nations. 

 28To Him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust fall before  

  Him. 

 29My soul shall live for Him; my descendants shall serve Him;  they shall be known as the Lord’s forever. 

 30They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn the saving deeds that He has done. 

 

Second Lesson:                                                                                                                        Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9  

     L:  The Word of the Lord. 

     C:  Thanks be to God. 

                                     Silence is kept for reflection and mediation. 

*Hymn                                                     Ah, Holy Jesus                                      (ELW) No. 349 

*Gospel:                                                                                                                                                John 18:1-19:42 

      P:  The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John. 

      C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

      P:  The Gospel of our Lord. 

      C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

                                     Silence is kept for reflection and meditation. 

Sermon                                                                                                                                            Rev. Robert Grewe 

The Bidding Prayer (Please kneel or sit as you are able.) 

        P:  Let us pray….. 

        C:  (Silent prayer) 

        P.   Almighty and eternal God…..We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

        C:  Amen. 

                                (Bidding Prayers are prayed 9 times) 

        P:   Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 



 

 

        

* Lord’s Prayer 

              Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,             

               on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  

               forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

               For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

*Adoration of the Cross 

                The Cross is carried in procession, chant is sung by pastor, response by congrega         

             tion and the cross is placed before the altar. 

    

  P:  Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 

        C:  Oh, come, let us worship Him. 

 

        As the procession is halfway to the altar: 

 

      P:  Behold, the life-giving cross on which was  hung the salvation of the whole world. 

      C:  Oh, come, let us worship Him. 

 

     As the procession ends at the altar: 

   

     P:   Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 

      C:   Oh, come, let us worship Him. 

 

      The cross is offered to nail your sin upon.        

            Silence is kept for reflection and meditation.  

 

*Solemn Reproaches 

      P:  O My people, O My church….but you have prepared a cross for   

          your Savior. 

     C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy   

            on us. 



 

  

P:  Forty years I led you through the desert….but you have prepared a cross for       

          your Savior. 

    C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

     P:  I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire….but you have prepared a    

          cross for your Savior. 

     C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

     P:   I planted you as my fairest vine….but you have prepared a cross for your  

           Savior. 

     C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

      P:   O My people, O My church….but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

      C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.   

                                         

                                     Period of Silence is kept. 

 

     P:  O My people, O My church….but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

      C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

      P:   I struck down your enemies….and you have prepared a cross for  your Savior. 

      C:   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

      P:    I opened the waters to lead ou to the promised land….but you have prepared  

              a cross for your Savior.   

      C:   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

      P:    O My people, O My church….but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

      C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 



       

 

 

         P:  I  grafted you into My people Israel, but you made them scape goats for  

      your own guilt, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

        C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

         P:  I came to you in the least of your brothers and sisters….and you have                    

        prepared a cross for your Savior. 

        C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

         P:  We adore You, O Christ, and we bless you. 

        C:  By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 

Sit for Hymn of Meditation       O Sacred Head, Now Wounded        (ELW) No. 351 

 

Prayer and Response 

         P:  We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You. 

        C:   By Your holy cross You have redeemed the world. 

 

*Closing Hymn               When I Survey the Wondrous Cross            (ELW) No. 803 

 

 

You may stay as long as you like in silence and meditation, and to offer your prayer 

on the cross of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Leave in silence when you wish. 
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Welcome to our Visitors!   

The people of this congregation welcome you as you join us in worship.  Please 
sign the register, located in the narthex.  If you have any questions or are interest-
ed in hearing about membership, please see the pastor or contact the Church   
Office. 

 

The Lay Reader is: Dennis Schmidt.   

            

Acolytes are:  Heidi Walsh, Denico Walsh and Parker Lambert. 

 

Please join us: 

 Sunday, March 31, 2024, The Resurrection of Our Lord, we worship at 10:00 am 
 with the Holy Communion Service. 
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Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional  
Good Friday - March 29, 2024 

 

“And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.” 

- Hebrews 4:9 -  

 

 Holy week is a good time to ask the deep questions of our faith. Who is Jesus? What 

did He do? What does this mean for my life? These questions might not offer any new         

insights, but they help us to focus on Jesus Christ at a time when the world is watching. It 

helps us witness to this truth of Christian faith: we can’t get to the Resurrection without the          

Crucifixion. Perhaps this seems obvious, but most people would rather believe in the triumph 

of Christ and ignore the suffering. Even many Christians would rather jump from Palm Sunday 

to Easter.  

 It is easy to believe in the Resurrection. God is all-powerful; God gives life and it is no 

surprise that He can raise someone from the dead. We don’t expect any less from the Lord 

God Almighty. The proclamation of Easter brings joy and peace. Even those who do not  

believe in Jesus enjoy the celebration of Easter and its focus on life, renewal, and joy.  

 It is a lot harder to believe in Good Friday. God is all-powerful, why would His Son, our 

Lord Jesus, have to suffer such incredible pain and humiliation? Why did He have to die? 

How can any of this be good? Even if we can give the right theological answers to the  

questions of Good Friday, we still wonder in our hearts why it had to be this way. The world 

rejects the cross as foolishness; it is not surprising because even believers have a hard time 

understanding it.  

 We cannot reject the events of Good Friday, however. The crowds came looking for 

Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane with Judas as their guide. He betrayed Jesus with a kiss; 

the soldiers arrested Him. Jesus was tried, sent back and forth between the Romans and 

Jews; no one wanted to be responsible for a death they were convinced was necessary. He 

was humiliated and beaten. The people chose to set a murderous thief free rather than the 

King of Creation. His disciples fled, Peter denied Him. It might seem like God lost control, but 

it was there that we see truly see His power. Jesus’ way of being in the world caused him to 

be there; he was too good, too perfect for a society of sinners. We destroyed the Son of 

God on that horrible day. But that’s not the end of the story. . .  

 

 
Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2017, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, Eng-

lish Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

 

 


