
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

        

                         

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St. Matthew 21:42a 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 

the scriptures “The stone that the builders   

rejected has become the cornerstone” 

 



 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 8, 2023 

Prelude                                         

 

*The Processional Hymn                       Children of the Heavenly Father                            (ELW) No. 781 

 

*The Confession and Forgiveness                                                                 (ELW) page  94 

      P:   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    Most merciful God, 

 C:    We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned                      

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left   

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 

holy name.  Amen. 

 P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

  *The Apostolic Greeting                                                            (ELW) page 138 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                                        (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*The Hymn of Praise                  If You But Trust in God to Guide You                                 (ELW) NO. 769 



 

*Prayer of the Day  

    P:   Let us pray, 

   C:  Generously pardon and give peace to Your faithful people, O Lord, that being 

cleansed from every sin, we may be free and glad to serve; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and        

forever. Amen. 

 

 First Reading                                                                                                          Isaiah 5:1-7 

    L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                                 Psalm 80:7-18 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of Your countenance, and we shall be  

   saved. 
 8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; You cast out the nations and planted it. 
 9You prepared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 
 10The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its  

   boughs. 
 11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river. 
 12Why have You broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed  

   upon it. 
 14Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine;          

   preserve what Your right hand has planted. 
 15They burn it with fire like rubbish; at the rebuke of Your countenance let them perish.  
 16Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, the son of man You have made 

   so strong for Yourself. 
 17And so will we never turn away from You;  give us life, that we may call upon Your  

   Name. 
 18Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; show the light of Your countenance, and we shall be 

   saved. 



Second Reading                                                                    Philippians 3:4b-14 

     L:  The Word of the Lord.     

C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Sermon                          Pastor Grewe 

 (children leave for Sunday School) 

 

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                            (ELW) page 142 

     C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words  
                of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

* The Gospel                                                                                           Matthew 21:33-46 

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

 

Sermon                                                                                 Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

         

*The Hymn of the Day                 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                        (ELW) No. 834 

 

*The Apostle’s Creed 

         I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in     

  Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy  

  Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was         

  crucified, dead, and  buried:  He descended into hell; The third day He 

  rose  again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

  right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to  

  judge the quick and the dead. 

         I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of  

  Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body(+), and the 

  Life everlasting.  Amen. 



 

*The Prayers of the Church  (response) 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:   Hear our prayer. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

 

The Musical Offering                              Love Lifted Me                                                                 Choir 

 

 *The Offertory                             Create in Me a Clean Heart                                      (ELW) No. 188 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the   

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

     C:  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

*The Recessional Hymn            My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                              (ELW) No. 596 

 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude          

 



 

 

 

 

         



 
 









 First Lutheran Church 

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA 

724-225-4040 

e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church 

website: www.flcwash.church 

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

724-705-4050 

revrob@flcwash.church 

Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God by the Lacko’s, in 

memory of Jacob and Edna Nelson and Joseph and Mary Lacko,  Also for the 

wedding anniversaries of Judd & Sally Lacko (57 years) and Jason & Melissa    

Carpenter (15 years).  In honor of Denny Lacko and the glories of God. 

 

The Lay Reader is Dennis Schmidt. 

 

Acolytes are Lillah and Elijah Clark.. 

 

Counters/Greeters today are J. Black and D. Schmidt. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you 

join us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If 

you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact     

Pastor Grewe. 
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 Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that 

sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery for 

those attending to the needs of infants and small children.  There is a speaker in 

the nursery so that parents can still hear the service.  You are welcome to use the 

nursery for the entire service, or just a small part. 

The Flower Chart for 2023 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.  

You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the   

bulletin two weeks before the due date.   

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2023. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonderful 

time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2023.  Please sign up. 

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.  

Please consider this as a call to help others in need. 

——————————————————————————————— 

Please pray for those in need of healing:   

Janet Burke, Shari Kienzle, Susan Westott, baby Isaac Christian,  the  Pollana fami-

ly, Sylvia Sunstrum, Fritz Group, Eric Group, Danielle Sherman, Amy Verderber, Tillie 

and Larry,  Lou Mayne, Judy, Debbie, Sayward, Jim H., Barbara Mounts, Chiquita 

Pearson, Tim and Sharon,  Judy Coble, Gary Conti, Linnese, Karen and John, Neil 

Bassi,  Phyllis Daniels, Simon Thorp, Josh, Kimberly Grewe, Anneliese Christian, 

Becky Wood, Apollos Yocca, Alex Houck, Bridgette, Rhonda Hendrickson, Ron 

Erdmann, Belinda, Wilda Durbin, and Stacy Carroll. 

 

 

 

 



  EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Adult Catechism class is on Tuesday at 11 and 7 pm.  We are discussing the book we read over 
the summer.  All are welcome.  We look forward to you joining us in our discussion. 
 Adult Sunday School is held before our Church Service starting at 9:45 am in the church               
library.  Come join us. 
 Confirmation Class is Monday from 6-8 pm. 
 Bell Choir rehearsal is Monday at 7 pm.  We would love for you to join us. Please see Kris 
Briggs if you are interested, kkbrgs1@gmail.com.  All are welcome. 

 Our Dartball team is looking for more members.  Practices are Tuesdays at 7 pm.  No             
experience is needed.  Come join us for fun and fellowship.  We hope to see you soon.  Please             
contact the church office for information. 
 Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm.  All are welcome from beginners to        
experienced. We hope that you will join us for fellowship and fun.  Please contact the church 
office if you have any questions. 
  

We will be having our Apple / Oktoberfest on Sunday, October 15th after the service.  The 
church will provide brats, hotdogs, buns and beer ( the root kind!). Please bring your favorite 
apple or German dish to share. Please join us for fun, fellowship and (root)beer. We hope to 
see you there!!!   Prost! (Cheers!) 

  
 

  Sarris Candy order forms are now available.  You can pick up an order form in the church 
office.  You can also place your order on-line using our Group ID # 10-3189.  If you choose to 
place your order on-line, your order will be shipped directly to you.  Orders are due by Sunday, 
November 19, 2023.  If you turn in your order form, candy will be delivered on Sunday,           
December 10, 2023.  Here is your chance to satisfy your sweet tooth and help with our Roof 
and Window Repair!  Make checks payable to First Lutheran Church and turn in all of your 
fundraiser money separately.  If you have any questions, please see Vicki Group. Thank you for 
your continued support. 
  
 Calling all Toffee Lovers!  We have your chance to satisfy your sweet tooth with our Toffee 
House Fundraiser.  Proceeds go to Roof and Window repair.  Orders are due by November 5, 
2023 and will be delivered on Sunday, November 19th.  Make checks payable to First Lutheran 
Church.  Please do not combine this payment with other fundraiser payments.  Forms can be 
picked up in the church office. If you have any questions, please see Vicki Group. 
  
Our Annual Wreath Sale is in full swing.  Orders are due by November 5, 2023 and                     

decorations will be available for pick up on November 25, 2023.  Checks payable to First        

Lutheran Church.  Please do not combine the fundraiser payments.  If you have any questions, 

please see Vicki Group.  
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Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional 

 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost—October 8, 2023  

“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

 - Philippians 3:14 -  

 In recent years, I have found myself drawn to the words of Helen H. Lemmel’s hymn “Turn 

Your Eyes upon Jesus.” Lemmel wrote the hymn in 1922, and she based the words on a poem 

called “Focussed: A Story and a Song” written by Lilias Trotter, a Christian missionary in London 

and Algeria, Africa. Lilias Trotter was a gifted artist, but she felt a call to proclaim the Gospel to 

those who had not yet heard the Good News. She began her ministry by going into the dark 

streets of London late at night, striving to reach and rescue the prostitutes. Eventually, she felt 

she needed to expand her efforts into Africa. When she was turned down by missionary agen-

cies, she chose to go into North Africa on her own. Even though Trotter had an amazing oppor-

tunity to become a famous artist, she gave it up for the sake of preaching Christ crucified to 

the lost. While she was in Africa, she wrote the poem that served as the inspiration for Helen 

Lemmel’s hymn.  

 In our current state of affairs (in North America as well as around the globe), it can be 

hard to “press on toward the goal” as Paul stated in his letter to the Philippians. But we must not 

forget that the “call” does not come from within us; it comes from God in Christ Jesus. At times 

pressing on toward the goal can feel daunting and overwhelming. Maybe that’s because 

we’re so heavily focused on the past: our past mistakes, our past broken relationships, etc. 

We’re focused on the wrong things. If, however, we are focused on our Savior, we can press on 

toward the goal, no matter how overwhelming or daunting it might appear. God gives us the 

strength and ability to press on forward toward him, keeping our gaze on him and him alone. 

Jesus is much like a coach at the finish line, calling out to us, encouraging us, and empowering 

us to focus on him. When our gaze is upon his wonderful face, the things of this life and past 

grow dim.  

      Trotter wrote the following words at the conclusion of her poem:  

  Turn full your soul’s vision to Jesus, and look and look at Him, and a strange                 

 dimness will come over all that is apart from Him, and the Divine “attrait”                

 (i.e. attraction) by which God’s saints are made, even in this 20th century,              

 will lay hold of you. For “He is worthy” to have all there is to be had in the heart              

 that He has died to win.”  

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow 

strangely dim, In the light of His glory and grace. -Helen H. Lemmel  

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2023, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by John 

King. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


