
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

        

                         

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Matthew 13:23a 

“As for what was sown on good soil this 

is the one who hears the Word and     

understands it.” 

 



 

 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 16, 2023 

Prelude                                         

 

*The Processional Hymn              Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                              (ELW) No. 807 

 

*The Confession and Forgiveness                                                                 (ELW) page  94 

      P:   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    Most merciful God, 

 C:    We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned                      

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left   

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 

holy name.  Amen. 

 P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

  *The Apostolic Greeting                                                            (ELW) page 138 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                                        (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*The Hymn of Praise                            When Peace Like a River                                          (ELW) NO. 785 



*Prayer of the Day  

    P:   Let us pray, 

   C:   Richly inspire us, O Lord, to consider and accomplish what You see is good. For we 

know that we cannot live  without You, but that with You, we shall prevail. And so, we 

pray through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and  forever. Amen. 

 

 First Reading                                                                                                    Isaiah 55:10-13 

    L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                         Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-14 

    [1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to You shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

 2To You that hear prayer shall all flesh come, because of their transgressions. 

 3Our sins are stronger than we are, but You will blot them out. 

 4Happy are they whom You choose and draw to Your courts to dwell there!  They will 

   be satisfied by the beauty of Your house, by the holiness of Your temple. 

 5Awesome things will You show us in Your righteousness, O God of our salvation,            

   O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 

 6You make fast the mountains by Your power; they are  girded about with might. 

 7You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the     

   peoples. 

 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at Your marvelous signs; You  

   make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.] 

 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; You make it very plenteous; the river of 

   God is full of water. 

    10You prepare the grain, for so You provide for the earth. 

    11You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain You soften the 

   ground and bless its increase. 

  12You crown the year with Your goodness, and Your paths overflow with plenty. 

  13May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy. 

  14May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves 

   with grain; let them shout for joy and sing. 



 

Second Reading                                                                         Romans 8:12-17 

     L:  The Word of the Lord.     

C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                            (ELW) page 142 

     C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words  
                of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

* The Gospel                                                                                    Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

 

Sermon                                                                                 Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

         

*The Hymn of the Day             Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil                                 (ELW) No. 512 

 

*The Apostle’s Creed 

         I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in     

  Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy  

  Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was         

  crucified, dead, and  buried:  He descended into hell; The third day He 

  rose  again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

  right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to  

  judge the quick and the dead. 

         I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of  

  Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body, and the Life 

  everlasting.  Amen. 



 

*The Prayers of the Church  (response) 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:   Hear our prayer. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

 

The Musical Offering                          

 

 *The Offertory                             Create in Me a Clean Heart                                      (ELW) No. 188 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

     C:  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

*The Recessional Hymn     God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                (ELW) No. 536 

 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude          

 



 

 

 

 

         



  

 



                                                                                                                                                                               

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 First Lutheran Church 

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA 

724-225-4040 

e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church 

website: www.flcwash.church 

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

724-705-4050 

revrob@flcwash.church 

Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God in memory of Fred 

Dupas and Fred Grewe, dad’s of Pr. Rob and Kimberly for being positive role 

models and loving and caring men.  A donation is made to the church by       

Pastor Rob.  

 

The Lay Reader is Lisa Maust. 

 

Acolytes are Denico and Heidi Walsh. 

 

Counters/Greeters today are L. Coleman and D. Schmidt. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you 

join us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If 

you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact     

Pastor Grewe. 

 

 

 

mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net


 Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that 

sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery for 

those attending to the needs of infants and small children.  There is a speaker in 

the nursery so that parents can still hear the service.  You are welcome to use the 

nursery for the entire service, or just a small part. 

Bell Choir Practice on Monday at 6 PM. 

The Flower Chart for 2023 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.  

You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the   

bulletin two weeks before the due date.   

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2023. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonderful 

time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2023.  Please sign up. 

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.  

Please consider this as a call to help others in need. 

——————————————————————————————— 

Please pray for those in need of healing:   

Janet Burke, Shari Kienzle, Susan Westott, baby Isaac Christian,   the Pollana     

family, Sylvia Sunstrum, Fritz Group, Rosemary Dittman, Eric Group,  Danielle     

Sherman, Amy Verderber, Tillie and Larry, and Lou Mayne. 



  EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

————————————————————————-- 

Church Offering Change:  Our ushers will pass the plates around during the     

Musical Offering. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional  

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

July 16, 2023 

“Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold,                                

some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” -Matthew 13:8-9-  

 

 In the parable from which these words are taken, Jesus compares preaching God’s word 

to sowing seed on four types of soil: 1) hard soil, 2) rocky soil, 3) thorny soil, and 4) good soil. In 

the parable, the sower is the preacher; the seed is God’s word, and the four types of soil       

represent four conditions of the human heart. The hard soil represents a hard heart that God’s 

word cannot penetrate. The rocky soil represents a shallow heart that receives God’s word but 

does not allow it to put down roots. The thorny soil represents a worldly heart that receives 

God’s word but then chokes it out by worldly busyness before it can grow and bear fruit. Finally, 

the good soil represents a soft heart that receives God’s word, and allows it to put down roots, 

grow, and bear fruit.  

 The purpose of the parable is to explain why some people respond to Jesus’ parables 

while others don’t. Thus, this parable is self-reflexive since it is a parable about parables that 

provides a lens for understanding the preaching and mixed reception of parables. In this        

regard, Jesus tells His disciples that he teaches in parables both to reveal and to conceal the 

truth. Sadly, however, this important section (vv. 10-17) has been excised from the lectionary 

reading, perhaps due to a condescending fear that lay people cannot handle the mysteries of 

election and predestination.  

 The good news, however, is that the condition of the human heart is not constant! One 

who rejects God’s word today may well receive it tomorrow! After all, due to original sin, we are 

all like the hard, rocky, and/or thorny soil by nature. But our hearts have been changed by the 

Spirit working through the word. In this regard, Scripture tells us that God’s word is living and    

active and sharper than any two-edged sword (see Heb. 4:12). So, even if someone’s heart is 

hardened to God’s word today, this very word has the power to soften her heart tomorrow!  

 As we preach God’s word, there is both an outer and an inner revelation. We preach 

God’s word to the human person from without. But God’s Spirit works through this word, when, 

where, and how he pleases, to convict the heart within. Thus, Jesus’ parable is diagnostic of 

present reality but not determinative of future reality. This should make us bold to preach!  

 

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2019, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken 

from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publish-

ers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 


