St. John 17:11b

“Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which
You have given Me, that they may be one, even as
We are One.”

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH



SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 21, 2023
Prelude
*The Processional Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW) No. 855
*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *FSon, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

P
C
P:  Most merciful God,
C

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as our-
selves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God.,.....in the name of the Father, and of the *Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.
C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting (ELW) page 138
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C: And also with you.
*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ... , let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
*The Hymn of Praise The Church’s One Foundation (ELW) NO. 654



*Prayer of the Day
P. Let us pray,

C: O King of Glory and Lord of countless angels, in triumph You ascended to the
highest heaven. Abandon us not to be orphans, but keep Your Father’'s promise to send
Your Spirit of truth. You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

First Reading Acts 1:12-26
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Musical Offering

The Psalmody for the Day  (read responsively) Psalm 68:1-10

'Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered;
let those who hate Him flee before Him.
2Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away;
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.
4Sing to God, sing praises to His Name; exalt Him who rides upon the heavens;
YAHWEH is His name, rejoice before Him!
SFather of orphans, defender of widows, God in His holy habitation!
¢God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; but the rebels
shall live in dry places.
7’0 God, when You went forth before Your people,
when You marched through the wilderness,
8The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
?You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon Your inheritance;
You refreshed the land when it was weary.
10Your people found their home in it; in Your goodness, O God, You have made
provision for the poor.

Second Reading 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



*The Gospel Acclamation (sung) (ELW) page 142

C: Allelviq, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. Allelvia. Allelvia.

*The Gospel John 17:1-11
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day When Peace like a River (ELW) No. 785

*The Nicene Creed

| believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

| believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, tfrue God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; by the power of the
Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will
have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. | acknowledge one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. | look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world fo come. Amen



*The Prayers of the Church (response)
P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

*Sharing of the Peace

The Musical Offering

*The Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW) No. 188

*The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihngdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.

*The Recessional Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (ELW) No. 547

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude



Crown Him with Many Crowns 855
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir - gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of  time,
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hark, how the heav’n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim-son  tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds,yet vis - i - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in the strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab -1y sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
fruit  of the mys - tic rose, yet of that rose the stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we  sing, who died and rose on high,
All hail, Re-deem-er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whencemer-cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at mys-ter - ies so  bright.
who died, e - ter-nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.
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654 The Church’s One Foundation
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1 The church’s one foun - da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev - ’ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new c¢re - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,

she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are Dblest,
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the mnight of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.

and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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When Peace like a River
785 It Is Well with My Soul
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1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, let
3 He lives— oh, the bliss of this glo - ri-ous thought; my
4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, = the
O R e e J e J;L e . - —®
— e — >—e — — 5 .
s VD 1 ] | ! ] ]
| 1 — H |
Dby — =
i G =
SIS pil SEr=a— e £ |2 .
sor - rows like sea bil-lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I
clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul.

help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de -scend; e - ven  so it is well with my soul
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It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul,
-
o — £ 2 02 .
S ® t :g_ ® EF c—®
> 11 D E’\ _— N P I . ] =) | =
i — : - —




Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right
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spir - it  with - in me. Cast me  not a - way from your
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store un - to me the joy of your sal - va - tion,
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Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv -ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take Ileave.
the  tasks of our ev - ‘ry - day life we will face—
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The sup - per 1is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man  race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, r1e - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed wus, with your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead wus; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite wus, your love shal u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your call.
give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.




First Lutheran Church

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040

e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church

website: www.flewash.church
The Rev. Robert B. Grewe
724-705-4050
revrob@flcwash.church
Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God and in celebration of
family and our grandson'’s birthday. A donatfion has been made to the roof fund
by Cindy and Scott Linville.

The Lay Reader is Dennis Schmidt.

Acolytes are Lillah Clark and Elijah Clark..

Counters/Greeters today are C. Group and V. Group.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you
join us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. |If
you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please contact
Pastor Grewe.

Please see Michelle Williams to place an order for Texas Roadhouse Rolls.


mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that
sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for
those attending to the needs of infants and small children. There is a speaker in
the nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.

Bell Choir Practice on Monday at 6 PM.

The Flower Chart for 2023 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers,
(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.
You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the
bulletin two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2023. Please write you names
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonderful
time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2023. Please sign up.

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.
Please consider this as a call to help others in need.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Janet Burke, Eveline Reihner, Carol, Shari Kienzle, Chiquita, Stacy Carroll, Billie Sue
Serbak, Susan Westott, Fred Dupas, baby Isaac Christian, the Pollana family, Amy
Verderber, Sylvia Sunstrum, baby Ryan, Dan, Fritz Group, Amy, Lucy & Dave
Mehaffey, Jessi, Bill Hisiro, Richard, Klaus Behrens, Joanne Reck, Bill Stewart,
Morgan, Sharon Fritz, Tim & Karen Edwards, Tom Liam, Gary, Daniel, Judy
Dombrowsky, Emily Buchleitner, Greg Mason, Alexandra Perry, Lu Mayne, Pat,
Chaz Sands, Rev. Phil Gagnon, Jacob, Maxine Banko, Brooke, Ellen, Jacob Orr,
USN, Roger, John Bartanus, Becky & Chuck, Rosemary Dittman, Marty Hebrank,
Noah Walker, Janet Williams, Nathan, Mary, the Lobach Family, Debbie, Sayward,
Jim Walter, Larry and Tillie Simpson, Jim H., Eric Group, Larry Zimmerman, Emerson
Dietrich, and Pastor Rob.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE
724-228-6832
SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE
724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)
FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.

Church Offering Change: In order to keep everyone safe we have changed
how we collect the Sunday Offering. We do not have our ushers pass the plates
around. Instead, we have one offering plate located by the last pew and one
by the choir loft. Please place your offering in one of those plates. Feel free to

place your offering in the plates during our Offertory if you did not do so on the
way in.



Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Seventh Sunday of Easter - May 21, 2023

“And | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we
are one.” -John 17:11-

This is one of those chapters of the Bible that gets tucked away and easily overlooked.
And it's such a special chapter in Holy Scripture. The Gospel of St. John, chapter 17 is known as
“Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer.” Here, within the pages of God’s Word, we can tenderly hold in our
own hands the very words of Jesus’ prayer for us.

Let’s take a look at the setting for this most precious prayer. The time has arrived for
Jesus’ time on earth to come to an end. He has about an hour, maybe two, before he will be
arrested for a crime he did not commit. Jesus will be beaten so badly, it will be difficult to
recognize him as a human being. He will be crucified (a criminal’s death) for a crime he'’s
innocent of. He will hang in great agony, stripped of his clothing and dignity for all to see. He
will be mocked, despised, and rejected. And he knows he has mere hours before all this must
take place. So what does Jesus do? He prays. Not only for himself, but he prays for his followers,
for you and me. Can we take a moment to try to take this in¢ If this had been you orme, I'm
certain that praying for others would not be at the top of our list. We'd probably be in a state of
panic and fear at the very least. But not Jesus.

Jesus prayed that his Father would keep us safe, that we would not be forgotten. He
prayed that we would be unified in him. Jesus could have prayed privately or in the quietness
of his heart. But he wanted us to hear his prayer for us, to know that we are safe- that God
holds us in the hollow of his hands. Furthermore, Jesus is sending us out into the world as his
witnesses. As Jesus said, “These things | speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in
themselves” (see v. 13). You are not forgotten. Just as Christ died for you and rose again for
you, so he also made plans for you—that you would be safe from Satan, and grow in God’s
care unfil you reach the fullness of joy He has planned for you and all His people.

Prayer: Gracious and loving God, thank you for your protection. May we trust in you
always. In Jesus' name, amen.

Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.



