
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Matthew 5:1-12 

The Beatitudes 

True Blessedness 

 

 



 

           FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

January 22, 2023 

Prelude                                                       

 

*The Processional Hymn                           Rise Up, O Saints of God                                  (ELW) No. 669 

 

*The Confession and Forgiveness                                                                 (ELW) page  94 

      P:   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    Most merciful God, 

 C:    We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned             

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left   

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 

holy name.  Amen. 

 P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

  *The Apostolic Greeting                                                            (ELW) page 138 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                                        (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*The Hymn of Praise                   Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak                             (ELW) NO. 676 

 

 



Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional  

January 29, 2023—Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 

 

“And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,                  

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord.’”  

1 Corinthians 1:30-31-  

 St. Paul reminds the Corinthian people of what they were prior to when God called them 

faith (see 1 Cor. 1:26-29), and he doesn’t sugar-coat his words. St. Paul wanted the Corinthians 

to remember that they, along with all people, have nothing to boast about when it comes to 

who we are as people or what we’ve accomplished. That’s hard! We like recognition when 

we’ve done well. Paul tells the Corinthians, and us, that we only need to boast in our God, not 

in ourselves. Look at what God has done for us! He has made us righteous and redeemed us 

through the precious blood of his son Jesus Christ. That deserves our boasting!   

           Although we have no reason to boast on our own, God has given us ample reasons to 

boast in him. As children, my siblings and I would play the game “King of the Hill.” It was a 

rough game, actually. In order to be the “king,” you had to shove your opponents down the hill 

before they could reach you. If one of your opponents made it to the top of the hill, that per-

son would take your place as the new king, and the game would continue. In many ways, this 

is how boasting about our own accomplishments and actions plays out. As we boast about 

ourselves, we knock others down. Whether we intend to or not, we can make others feel like 

their “less than” because we boast and brag about how good we are or how much we have. 

That is until someone else “one-ups” us. Then they become the proverbial “King of the Hill.” But 

what about if we boast in the Lord instead? What happens then? When we boast only in the 

One who deserves to be boasted about, then the Holy Spirit actually picks up those we’ve 

knocked down. The Holy Spirit gives the gift of faith. And as we receive that gift, we find         

ourselves boasting in God and only in him.  

 May we take St. Paul’s words to heart. If we are going to boast at all, may we boast only 

in the Lord, in his deep love for us.  

 Prayer: Gracious God, forgive us when we become focused on ourselves and less      

concerned about our neighbor. Thank you for giving us so many reasons to boast in you. In    

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.  

 

*Prayer of the Day  

    P:   Let us pray, 

   C:   O God, You know the perilous choices we are prone to make that fall short of Your 

desire for human faithfulness and obedience. Without You, our fragile nature cannot     

survive.  Support us with Your Word of truth, that we may grow in faith in the midst of our 

trials. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                                                                                          Micah 6:1-8 

    L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                                          Psalm 15 

  1LORD, who may dwell in Your tabernacle? 

   Who may abide upon Your holy hill? 
 2Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, 

   who speaks the truth from his heart. 
 3There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; 

   he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
 4In his sight the wicked is rejected, but he honors those who fear the LORD. 
 5He has sworn to do no wrong and does not take back his word. 
 6He does not give his money in hope of gain, 

   nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
 7Whoever does these things shall never be overthrown. 
 

 

 

            



 

 

 

 Second Reading                                                               1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

       L:  The Word of the Lord.     

  C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                            (ELW) page 142 

      C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words  
                of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

* The Gospel                                                                                             Matthew 5:1-12 

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

 

Sermon                                                                                Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

 

*The Hymn of the Day                        Give Me Jesus                                                 (ELW) No. 770 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in   

  Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy  

  Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was         

  crucified, dead, and  buried:  He descended into hell; The third day He 

  rose  again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on   

  the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from  thence He shall come        

  to judge the quick and the dead. 

      I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of  

  Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body, and the Life 

  everlasting.  Amen. 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

————————————————————————-- 

Church Offering Change:  In order to keep everyone safe we have changed how 

we collect the Sunday Offering.  We do not have our ushers pass the plates 

around.   Instead, we have one offering plate located by the last pew and one by 

the choir loft.  Please place your offering in one of those plates.  Feel free to place 

your offering in the plates during our Offertory if you did not do so on the way in.  



 
  

 

                

*The Prayers of the Church  (response) 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:   Hear our prayer. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace                       

The Musical Offering                

                

*The Offertory                            Create in Me a Clean Heart                                    (ELW) No. 188 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

     C:  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

*The Recessional Hymn              Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                                  (ELW) No. 836 

 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                               



 First Lutheran Church 

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA 
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e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church 
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The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God by Bob and Anneliese 

Christian for the loving memory of Fred Grewe, father of Pastor Rob.   A donation 

was made to the Roof Fund.  

 

 

The Lay Reader is Kimberly Grewe. 

 

Acolytes are Heidi and Denico Walsh. 

 

Counters/Greeters today are K. Luketich and D. Schmidt. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you 

join us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If 

you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact     

Pastor Grewe. 

 

mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net


   

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that 

sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery for 

those attending to the needs of infants and small children.  There is a speaker in 

the nursery so that parents can still hear the service.  You are welcome to use the 

nursery for the entire service, or just a small part. 

 

Bell Choir Practice on Monday at 6 PM. 

 

The Flower Chart for 2023 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your 

choice.  You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want 

in the   bulletin two weeks before the due date.   

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2023. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonder-

ful time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2023.  Please sign up. 

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.  

Please consider this as a call to help others in need. 

———————————————————————————————–———————-- 

Please pray for those in need of healing:   

Janet Burke, Eveline Reihner, Carol, Shari Kienzle, Chiquita, Stacy Carroll, Billie Sue 

Serbak, Susan Westott, Fred Dupas, baby Isaac Christian, the Pollana family, Amy 

Verderber, Sylvia Sunstrum, Kevin Ryan, baby Ryan, Dan, Fritz Group, Amy,  Lucy 

& Dave Mehaffey, Jessi,  Bill  Hisiro,  Richard, Klaus  Behrens, Joanne Reck, Bill 

Stewart, Morgan, Sharon Fritz, Tim & Karen Edwards, Tom Liam, Gary, Daniel,     

Judy Dombrowsky, Emily Buchleitner, Jean Erdmann, Greg Mason, Alexandra  

Perry, Lu Mayne, Pat,  Delores  Stebella, Jerry Vitteck, Chaz Sands, Rev. Phil   

Gagnon, Jacob, Lindsay, Maxine Banko, Brooke, Ellen, Jacob Orr, USN, Jammie, 

Roger, John Bartanus,  Helen Swank, Becky & Chuck, Nikki, and Rosemary 

Dittman, Nick, Marty Hebrank, and Noah Walker. 



 


