St. Matthew 3:17b

“This is My beloved Son, with Whom
[ am well pleased.”

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH



BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
January 8, 2023

Holy Communion 11:00 am

Prelude
*The Processional Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW) No. 807
*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the #Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

P: Most merciful God,

C

: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting (ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C: And also with you.
*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ....., let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
*The Hymn of Praise This is the Feast (ELW) No. 140



*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,

C: Heavenly Father, in Jesus’ baptism You declared Him to be Your beloved Son and set
Him apart as Your agent of grace for Your creation. May we who are baptized into His life
also be sent as agents of grace in Your world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-9
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively) Psalm 29
'Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His Name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
*The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.
?And in the temple of the Lord
all are crying, “Glory!”
"The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as King forevermore.
""The Lord shall give strength to His people;
the Lord shall give His people the blessing of peace.



Second Reading Romans 6:1-11
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung) (ELW) page 142

C: Allelviq, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. Allelvia. Allelvia.

*The Gospel Matthew 3:13-17
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day Baptized in Water (ELW) No. 456

*The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from
the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the

Father. He will come again in glory to judge The living and the dead, and His kingdom
will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets.

I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen



*The Prayers of the Church (response)
P. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
*Sharing of the Peace
The Musical Offering
*The Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW) No. 188

*The Great Thanksgiving (ELW) page 144
*The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihgdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
Lamb of God (ELW) page 146
The Distribution
Communion Hymn Shall We Gather at the River (ELW) No. 423

Prayer/Blessing

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.

*The Recessional Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW) No. 310

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

*Postlude



Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.

and I  hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a  fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,

Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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140

HOLY COMMUNION

o Refrain
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Refrain
. ﬁ r—® P—P '_AJ | %ﬁ-ﬁi l I
(4 r - | »® | ] !
S E— — | — & —
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
Eerar= = ,
(g ! = (o) o | ]
! { :
al-le - lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. 2 Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
Ve e e !
& > " 'I — o - P N 0 )
J - 2
strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
,.)# Refrain
SITH e - .
Gt rr =E== ———
ANIV4 2 | | ] ]
J ' g ™
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
0 4 ; .
B T —— i ' < i —
[l = ! oo O —» Il' & =0 —
' |
al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of

(continue on next page)
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Baptized in Water

456
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1 Bap-tized m  wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, dead in the
3 Bap-tized im  wa - ter, sealed by the Spir it, marked with the
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blood of  Christ our king: herrs of sal - va - tion,  trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our king: one with his r1is - ing,  freed and for -
sign of  Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise,  faith-ful - ly now God’s  praise we  sing.
giv - en,  thank-ful - ly now God’s  praise we  sing.
chil - dren;  joy-ful - ly now God’s  praise we  sing.
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Create in Me a Clean Heart
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423 Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath - er at the riv - er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar - gin of the riv-er, wash -ing wup its sil- ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv - er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv - er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold - en day.

grace our spir - its will de - liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.
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310 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -1 - fest at  Jor- dan’s stream, proph-et, priest, and king su-preme;
3 Man -1 - fest in mak - ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 QGrant us grace to  see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed - ding guest in thy God-head man -1 - fest;
man -1 - fest in val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of 1oy - al Da - vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth -le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di- vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - 1 - fest in  gra- cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to  thee ad-dressed, - e
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in flesh made man -i - fest.
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,
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First Lutheran Church
92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040
e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church
website: www.flcwash.church
The Rev. Robert B. Grewe
724-705-4050
revrob@flcwash.church
Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader
J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

Organist and Music Director: Kristina Schuerle

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God.

The Lay Reader is Heather Quedenfeld.
Acolytes are Elijah Clark ad Lilllah Clark.

Counters today are C. Group and V. Group.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you
join us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. If
you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please contact
Pastor Grewe.

The Word in _Season daily devotional for the next quarter is available in the
narthex. Please take one for your use. They are provided by the women of the
church.



mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that
sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for
those attending to the needs of infants and small children. There is a speaker in
the nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.

Bell Choir Practice on Monday at é PM.

The Flower Chart for 2023 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers, (real
or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice. You
will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bulletin
two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2023. Please write you names un-
der the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonderful
time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2023. Please sign up.

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia. Please
consider this as a call to help others in need.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Janet Burke, Maureen Curry, Eveline Reihner, Rocky and Carol, Shari Kienzle,
Chiquita, Stacy Carroll, Bilie Sue Serbak, Susan Westott, Fred Dupas, baby Isaac
Christian, Allan Zimmerman, the Pollana family, Amy Verderber, Sylvia Sunstrum,
Kevin Ryan, baby Ryan, Dan, Fritz Group, Amy, Lucy & Dave Mehaffey, Jessi, Bill
Hisiro, Richard, Ruby Rogers, Klaus Behrens, Joanne Reck, Bill Stewart, Morgan,
Sharon Fritz, baby Matthew, Tim & Karen Edwards, Tom Liam, Gary, Daniel, Judy
Dombrowsky, Emily Buchleitner, Jean Erdmann, Greg Mason, Alexandra Perry,
Lu Mayne, Pat, Delores Stebella, Jerry Vitteck, Chaz Sands, Jason, Austin, Rich,
Tonnia, Barbara Morton, Rev. Phil Gagnon, Jacob, Lindsay, Maxine Banko, Pastor
Rob and Kimberly Grewe, Brooke, Ellen, Roderick Cochrane, Jacob Orr, USN,
Jammie, Roger, John Bartanus, Helen Swank, Becky & Chuck, Nikki, and Rosemary
Dittman.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE
724-228-6832
SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE
724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)
FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.

Church Offering Change: In order to keep everyone safe we have changed how
we collect the Sunday Offering. We do not have our ushers pass the plates
around. Instead, we have one offering plate located by the last pew and one by
the choir loft. Please place your offering in one of those plates. Feel free to place
your offering in the plates during our Offertory if you did not do so on the way in.




Listening for the Promise

Weekly Devotional

Baptism of Our Lord— January 8, 2023

“Behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and coming fo rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved
Son, with whom | am well pleased.’” -Matthew 3:16b-17-

Epiphany is a season in the church year, where Lutherans call fo mind three major events in the
life of Jesus. January éth was the first of these events: the Feast of Epiphany, where we re-
member the visit of the wisemen to the child Jesus. Today we remember the second major
event: the Baptism of Jesus. Baptism is important for Lutherans. It's one of our two holy
sacraments (the other being Holy Communion), but it's also one of God’s greatest gifts to us.

Jesus did not need to be baptized, but his baptism lays the groundwork for our own baptisms.
Jesus refers to his death as baptism. His baptism is different from our own, but what God does
for Jesus in his baptism, God also does for us in our baptisms. God proclaimed to the world that
Jesus is his son. In the same way, you and | have been claimed as God's sons and daughters.
God also gave us the gift of his Holy Spirit in our baptisms. We are grafted into God forever!

This fime of year we talk about presents-- gifts that we received from family and loved ones. To-
day we remember the gift of baptism that we received from our Heavenly Father. Baptism
gives us the qifts of forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. St. Paul wrote in his letter to the
Romans: “For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 6:5).

God calls us to live out our baptisms each and every day! What a wondeful gift God has given
to us! Why wouldn’t we want to share with others what we have received? Every time we help
out a neighbor in need, we live out the promises in our baptisms. Each time we pray for ene-
mies and foes, we live out the promises in our baptisms. We mustn’t hoard this all to ourselves.
This is a gift given to us to share with others. Jesus chose to be baptized to reveal to us who he
is: fully human and fully God.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for claiming me as your own child. Thank you for sending
Jesus to overcome death and the grave and give us life and salvation. In his name we pray.
Amen.

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2018, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Pastor
Beverly DeBord. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.




