CHRISTMAS DAY
St. John 1:1

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God”

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH



Nativity of Our Lord
December 25, 2022

Prelude
*The Processional Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW) No. 283
*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the *Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting (ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C: And also with you.
*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ... , let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
*The Hymn of Praise This is The Feast (ELW) No. 140



*The Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray

C:. Almighty God, grant that the new birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh
may set free all who are held in servitude under the yoke of sin; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10

(After the Old Testament Lesson is announced, Olivia and Larry will light the four candles on the Advent
Wreath as the congregation sings verse 1, 2, 3 and 4 of Hymn No. 240.)

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively) Psalm 2

'Why are the nations in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?
2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together,
against the LorD and against His Anointed?
3“Let us break their yoke,” they say;
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”
4He whose throne is in heaven is laughing;
the LorD has them in derision.
5Then He speaks to them in His wrath,
and His rage fills them with terror.
¢“l myself have set My king
upon My holy hill of Zion.”
‘Let Me announce the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, “You are My
Son; this day have | begotten You.
8Ask of Me, and | will give You the nations for Your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for Your possession.
?You shall crush them with an iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”
1°And now, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
1MSubmit to the LORD with fear,
and with frembling bow before Him;
12Lest He be angry and you perish;
for His wrath is quickly kindled.
13 Happy are they all who take refuge in Him!



Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-6 [7-12]
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung) (ELW) page 142

C: Allelvia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. Alleluvia. Alleluia.

*The Gospel John 1:1-14 [15-18]
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW) No. 289

*The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets.

I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen



*The Prayers of the Church (response)
P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

*Sharing of the Peace

The Musical Offering Once in Royal David’s City (ELW) 269
*The Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart (SBH) page 27

*The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Lamb of God (ELW) page 146
The Distribution
Communion Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW) No. 288
Prayer/Blessing

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.

*The Recessional Hymn Joy To The World (ELW) No. 267

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O

2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,

3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit -1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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Word of the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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This is the feast

of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vids cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love:
4 Not in that poorlow - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble, and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav'na - bove;
we shall see him; but in  heav - en, set at God'sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth  our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil-dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his  chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
L. e oo ) O 1

) e S

— - ! { : i

L

|
—

o
-

i

g _i

~



The Communion
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;

2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice

with heart and soul
with heart and soul

and voice;
and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;

now ye hear of

end - less bliss:

Je - sus Christ was

born for this!

now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev_-_ er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
J/\ k . = ] AL £
751 E F E @~ : d ! I
Z P Y ] % I D) ek ) 3 4
1 | v | |4 ® ~—




Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’'n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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First Lutheran Church
92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040
e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church
website: www.flcwash.church
The Rev. Robert B. Grewe
724-705-4050
revrob@flcwash.church
Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader
J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

Guest Pianist, Theresa Maust Perez

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God by Sonie Rea.

The Lay Reader is Kimberly Grewe.

Acolytes are Cole Johnson and Wesley Black.

Counters/Greeters today are Sonie Rea and

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you join
us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. If you
have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please contact Pastor
Grewe.

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that some-
times the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for those
attending to the needs of infants and small children. There is a speaker in the
nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.


mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net

Bell Choir Practice on Monday at 6 PM.

The Flower Chart for 2023 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers,
(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.
You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the
bulletin two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2023. Please write you nhames
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonderful
time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2023. Please sign up.

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Janet Burke, Maureen Curry, Eveline Reihner, Rocky and Carol, Shari Kienzle,
Chiquita, Stacy Carroll, Bilie Sue Serbak, Susan Westott, Fred Dupas, baby Isaac
Christian, Allan Zimmerman, the Pollana family, Amy Verderber, Sylvia Sunstrum,
Kevin Ryan, baby Ryan, Dan, Fritz Group, Amy, Lucy & Dave Mehaffey, Jessi, Bill
Hisiro, Richard, Ruby Rogers, Klaus Behrens, Joanne Reck, Bill Stewart, Morgan,
Sharon Fritz, baby Matthew, Tim & Karen Edwards, Tom Liam, Gary, Daniel, Judy
Dombrowsky, Emily Buchleitner, Jean Erdmann, Greg Mason, Alexandra Perry,
Lu Mayne, Pat, Delores Stebella, Jerry Vitteck, Chaz Sands, Jason, Austin, Rich,
Tonnia, Barbara Morton, Rev. Phil Gagnon, Jacob, Lindsay, Maxine Banko, Pastor
Rob and Kimberly Grewe, Brooke, Ellen, Roderick Cochrane, Jacob Orr, USN,
Jammie, Roger, John Bartanus, Ferdinand Grewe, Helen Swank, and Diane Fisher.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE
724-228-6832
SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE
724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)
FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.

Church Offering Change: In order to keep everyone safe we have changed
how we collect the Sunday Offering. We do not have our ushers pass the plates
around. Instead, we have one offering plate located by the last pew and one
by the choir loft. Please place your offering in one of those plates. Feel free to

place your offering in the plates during our Offertory if you did not do so on the
way in.




