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Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional 

Nativity of Our Lord (Christmas Eve) - December 24, 2022 

 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 

deep darkness, on them has light shined.” -Isaiah 9:2-  

 

 About 700 years before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah spoke these words from our 

verse above. While good news and hope dwell in his words, Isaiah also acknowledges the       

reality of the darkness. The one behind the darkness is Satan.                                                    

 Once when our family was on vacation, we stayed in a hotel room that had room-

darkening curtains. They worked very well because at night, there were no street lights or car 

headlights shining in. Our youngest daughter was about three years old at the time. Darkness 

frightened her, so in her bedroom at home, she had a nightlight. She was afraid of the dark   

hotel room. When my husband and I tried to convince her that it was just a little dark, she       

responded that it was not “just a little dark.” It was “BLACK DARK!” Of course, she was afraid of 

physical darkness.                                                                                                                                               

 However, the darkness that Isaiah refers to in verse 2 goes much deeper than physical 

darkness. It’s much worse: an emotional, mental, or spiritual darkness. Satan’s greatest weapon 

to keep us in the dark is sin. Sin is all around us. My daughter thought that hotel room was the 

blackest darkness she’d ever witnessed. The reality, though, is that the blackest darkness is the 

darkness of sin.                                                                                                                           

 We have all walked in the darkness because we are all guilty of sin. But the good news is 

that when our Savior Jesus Christ was born on this day, he brought light into the world because 

he is the Light of the world. St. John says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it” (Jn. 1:5). Our Savior Jesus Christ has come to give us hope.                                                

 The light of Christ shines in a world of darkness, dispelling sin, death, and the devil. The 

light of Jesus Christ is for you. Our Savior has conquered the darkness for you. May God bring 

you peace and hope on this most holy night.  

 Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for sending us your son Jesus Christ to be the Light of the 

world. May Jesus be our beacon of hope in world that continues to be filled with sin and                    

darkness. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2018, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Basaam      

Abdallah. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a pub-
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 THE GRACE OF GOD HAS APPEARED 

 

*The Processional Hymn                     The First Noel                                     (ELW)  No. 300 

 

*The Confession and Forgiveness                                                 (ELW) page  94 

     P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

  P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son,   

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy 

name.  Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the 

☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 *The Apostolic Greeting                                                      (ELW) page 138 

     P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

            communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C:  And also with you. 
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*The Kyrie  (sung response)                                                 (ELW) page 138 

    P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen.  

 

*Hymn of Praise                        O Little Town of Bethlehem                               (ELW) No. 279  

   

*The Prayer of the Evening 

     C:  O God, you have made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of 

the true Light, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Grant that as we have known on earth the 

mysteries of that Light, we may also come to the fullness of his joys in  heaven; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

 First Reading                                                                                                     Isaiah 9:2-7 

     L:  The Word of the Lord. 

    C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalmody for the Evening                                                                            Psalm 96 

     1The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 

    until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
  2The LORD will send the scepter of your power out of Zion, 

    saying, “Rule over your enemies round about you. 
  3Princely state has been yours from the day of your birth; 

    in the beauty of holiness have I begotten you, like dew                         

    from the womb of the morning.” 
  4The LORD has sworn and he will not recant: 

  “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Second Reading                                                                                      Titus 2:11-14 

     L:  The Word of the Lord. 

    C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn                                   Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing                          (ELW) No. 270 

  

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                           (ELW) page 142 

     C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.        
   Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
    

 
* The Gospel                                                                                                     Luke 2:1-20 

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

 

Sermon                                                                                       Rev. Robert B. Grewe  

 

The Hymn of the Evening         I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve                     (ELW) No. 271 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

*The Nicene Creed 

     I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all 

 that is, seen and unseen. 

     I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

 the Father,  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,         

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through Him all things 

 were made.  For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; by 

 the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and 

 was made man.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He   

 suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again in            

 accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

 the right hand of the Father.   He will come again in glory to judge the living 

 and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.   

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the    

 Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and      

 glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.   

    I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one      

 Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  I look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come.   Amen 

   

*Sharing of the Peace 

 

The Musical Offering              He is Born, the Divine Christ Child                                       Bell Choir 

 

The Offertory                           Create in Me a Clean Heart                                       (SBH) No. 27 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                                       (ELW) page 144 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Lamb of God                                                                                             (ELW) page 146 

 

*Communion Hymn                     Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                        (ELW) No. 272 

 

The Distribution 

 

Prayer/Blessing 

 

The Ushers will distribute candles to the worshippers as the Adult Choir sings an    

arrangement of  “All is Well”  by Lloyd Larson. 

Following the distribution of the candles, the ushers will process to the chancel.  

(Please stand)  We will read responsively: 

     P:   I am the Light of the World, saith Christ, they that followeth Me shall not walk 

   in darkness but shall have the  Light of Life. 

    C:   Glory to God in the Highest. 

 

 



  

 P:  Let your light so shine before all people, that they  shall see your good  

  works and glorify your Father Who is in heaven. 

 C:  And on earth, peace, good will to all. 

The Pastor lights his candles from the Gospel candle, symbolizing The Good News 

of Jesus Christ.  The ushers light their candles from the Pastor’s.  The ushers take the 

light of Christ to the worshippers. 

(Tilt the unlit candle, not the lighted one.) 

“Silent Night”                                                              by Theresa Maust Perez on piano 

 

When all the candles are lit, the ushers will come to the altar and all will sing               

“Silent Night”                                                                                                   (SBH) No. 16 

 

*The Benediction (sung response) 

     C:  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

(Please extinguish the candles after The Benediction) 

 

 

*The Recessional Hymn                       Joy to the World                                               (SBH) No. 15 

 

*FLC Sending Hymn                          Be The Love of Christ                    arr. Michael Showalter 

                                                                                                                     Roger Thornhil 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 

AND TO ALL A GOODNIGHT! 

 

As you leave the church, please deposit the extinguished candles in one of the 

boxes covered with foil.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                                                    

 

 


