THANK OFFERING SUNDAY
ON
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
“Heaven and Earth will pass away, but My
words will not pass away.”

St. Mark 13:31
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
November 21, 2021
Holy Communion 11:00 am
Prelude

*The Processional Hymn

Crown Him with Many Crowns

*The Confession and Forgiveness

(ELW) No. 855
(ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Most merciful God,
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting

(ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*The Kyrie (sung response)

(ELW) page 138

P: ....., let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
*The Hymn of Praise

This is the Feast

(ELW) No. 140

*The Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray,
C: Almighty and everlasting God, You have crowned Your Son as King and, by
Him, will renew Your whole creation. May the families of the earth now torn apart
and yoked by sin find liberty in Him and be subjected to His gentle rule. Grant this,
we pray, through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Anthem

Adult Choir

Come Ye Thankful People Come

First Reading

Isaiah 51:4-6

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)
1The

Psalm 93

Lord is King; He has put on splendid apparel;

the Lord has put on His apparel and girded Himself with strength.
2He

has made the whole world so sure
that it cannot be moved;

3Ever

since the world began, Your throne has been established;

You are from everlasting.
4The

waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

5Mightier

than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.

6Your

testimonies are very sure, and holiness adorns Your house, O Lord, forever
and forevermore.

Second Reading

Revelation 1:4b-8

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)

(ELW) page 142

C: Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
* The Gospel

Mark 13:24-37

C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)
Special Guest Speaker
*The Hymn of the Day

Christy Pittman
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!

(ELW) No. 634

**The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets.
I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen

*The Prayers of the Church (response)

P: Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
*Sharing of the Peace
The Musical Offering
*The Offertory

Create in Me a Clean Heart

*The Great Thanksgiving

(ELW) No. 188
(ELW) page 144

*The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Lamb of God

(ELW) page 146

The Distribution
Communion Hymn

O Lord, We Praise You

(ELW) No. 499

Prayer/Blessing
Announcements
*The Benediction (sung response)
C: Amen, Amen, Amen.
*The Recessional Hymn
*FLC Sending Hymn

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
Be The Love of Christ

(ELW) No. 392
arr. Michael Showalter
Roger Thornhill

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

(continue on next page)
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The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God in thanking the Pastor
and Congregation for all the prayers over the past years for our son, Byron
Christian and great-grandson, Isaac Christian. A donation will be made to the
roof fund by Bob and Anneliese Christian.
The Lay Reader is Dennis Schmidt.
.Acolytes are Maria Sobocinski and Cole Johnson.
Counters/Greeters today are V. Group and C. Group.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you
join us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. If
you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.
Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?
Pastor Grewe.

Please contact

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that
sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for
those attending to the needs for infants and small children. There is a speaker in
the nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.

We thank our Guest Speaker, Christy Pittman for being with us today.

Bell Choir Practice on Monday’s at 7 PM.

The Flower Chart for 2021 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers,
(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.
You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bulletin two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2021. Please write you names
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonderful
time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank you!!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2021. Please sign up.

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.
Please consider this as a call to help others in need.
———————————————————————————————–————————
Please pray for those in need of healing:
Betty Johnson, Janet Burke, Maureen Curry, Eveline Reihner, Rocky and Carol,
Shari Kienzle, Chiquita, Stacy Carroll, Byron Christian, Billie Sue Serbak, Susan
Westott, Fred Dupas, baby Isaac Christian, Sandy Hebrank, Lynn Hudak, Allan
Zimmerman, the Pollana family, Ashley McCartney, Amy Verderber, Sylvia
Sunstrum, Kevin Ryan, Bob Cable, baby Ryan David Mayer, Danielle Pinkerton,
Dan, Fritz Group, Amy, Lucy & Dave Mehaffey, Stephanie Kennedy, Jessi, Bill
Hisiro, Richard, Ruby Rogers, Becky, Mel & Klaus Behrens, Jim Lacko, Joanne
Reck,
Barbara, Michael Selarud, Jackie, Jeff Ulanich, Carolyn Wright, Bill
Stewart, the Penvose family, and Morgan.

.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE
724-228-6832
SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE
724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)
FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.
————————————————————————-Church Offering Change: In order to keep everyone safe we have changed how
we collect the Sunday Offering. We do not have our ushers pass the plates
around. Instead, we have one offering plate located by the last pew and one by
the choir loft. Please place your offering in one of those plates. Feel free to place
your offering in the plates during our Offertory if you did not do so on the way in.

Listening for the Promise

Weekly Devotional
Christ the King - November 21, 2021

“Be on guard, keep awake.” (Mark 13:33)

Once again, we see strange and ominous images as Jesus concludes his “apocalypse.”
A key that may be helpful for today’s Gospel is a verse from last Sunday’s reading, Mark 13:8,
“These are but the beginning of the birth pains.”
In a strange and weird way, this is kind of a birth story. Whenever Jesus arrives, at the
beginning, like in Bethlehem, or at the end, like in the apocalypse, Jesus shakes our world. This is
bad news for all those pompous, self-righteous rulers and it is good news for struggling and
suffering believers who are often the victims of those rulers.
This apocalyptic talk was meant to be words of comfort and hope for early, struggling
Christians who were being persecuted. During our difficult times, these apocalyptic words can
be words of hope. They say to us, be alert, watch, be ready, God is coming to set right what’s
wrong. Hang on, look up, take heart.

In Genesis 1, the first things created were the sun, moon, and stars. Now, in another
strange passage (vs. 24-25), maybe it’s Jesus saying that God is starting over with the world,
going back to square one, fixing what’s wrong, and setting things right. That’s good news
because we’ve got lots of things in this world that need to be set right!
Yet, there is a warning with the newness, because some suffering and pain may come to
us. God is giving birth to something wonderfully new, but like any birth, it will not be painless. The
birth and newness that Mark describes as cosmic is something that some of you may have experienced in your own lives. The work that God does among us and in us is holy, loving work, but
it often causes us pain. Perhaps you are in a predicament and as a Christian you ask yourself, “I
wonder if God is in any of this? What is God up to?” It is difficult to be in a desperate time when
things seem to be falling apart, but you may actually be living in a time when God is putting
new things together for you.
It’s really not a bad thing for a Christian to ask these questions during tough times. Is this
death or birth? Is this the best of times or the worst? Is the pain I’m going through the pain that
comes with new birth? Amen.
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