
 

 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St. John 16:13 

“When the Spirit of Truth comes” 

 



 DAY OF PENTECOST 

May 23, 2021 

Holy  Communion 11:00 am 

Prelude                                     As the Deer with Fairest Lord Jesus                           arr. M. Hayes   

                                                             Lord Be Glorified                                        arr. M. Hayes 

 *The Processional Hymn            Lord Jesus Christ be Present Now                                (ELW) No. 527 

 *The Confession and Forgiveness                                                    (ELW) page  94 

    P:   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory 

of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 *The Apostolic Greeting                                                         (ELW) page 138 

    P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

  with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                             (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen.  

 



 

*The Hymn of Praise                          This is the Feast                                       (ELW) page 140 

 *Prayer of the Day  

    P:   Let us pray, 

   C:   O God, You taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending to them the light of 

Your Holy Spirit. Grant us, by the same Spirit, to have a right judgment in all things, and 

evermore to rejoice in His holy comfort; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.      

First Reading                                                                                                    Ezekiel 37:1-14 

    L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

Anthem                                       Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart                            (Bell Choir) 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                 Psalm 139:1-12 [13-15] 

   1Lord, You have searched me out and known me; You know my sitting down and my 

   rising up; You discern my thoughts from afar. 

 2You trace my journeys and my resting places and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 3Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but You, O Lord, know it altogether. 

 4You press upon me behind and before and lay Your hand upon me. 

 5Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

       6Where can I go then from Your Spirit?  Where can I flee from Your presence? 

 7If I climb up to heaven, You are there; if I make the grave my bed, You are there also. 

 8If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

 9Even there Your hand will lead me and Your right hand hold me fast. 

 10If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” 

      11Darkness is not dark to You; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to  

   You are both alike. 

 12For You Yourself created my inmost parts; You knit me together in my mother’s  

   womb. 

 [13I will thank You because I am marvelously made; Your works are wonderful, and I  

   know it well. 

             (continue on next page) 



  

  14My body was not hidden from You, while I was being made in secret and woven in 

   the depths of the earth.                                                                                                                                                                        

  15Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in 

   Your book; they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 

 Second Reading                                                                                 Acts 2:1-21 

     L:  The Word of the Lord.     

C:    Thanks be to God. 

* The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                            (ELW) page 142 

     C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words  
                of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
* The Gospel                                                                                 John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

Sermon                                                                                  Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

*The Hymn of the Day                     Spirit of Gentleness                                             (ELW) No. 396 

*The Nicene Creed 

     I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

      I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the     

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.  For us and for our salva-

tion He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate 

from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the      

Father.   He will come again in glory to judge The living and the  dead, and His kingdom 

will have no end.   

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son.  With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.   

      I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins.  I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.   Amen 



*The Prayers of the Church  (response) 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:   Hear our prayer. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The Musical Offering                      We Give Thee But Thine Own                                      by J. Bell 

*The Offertory                                 Create in Me a Clean Heart                              (ELW) No. 188 

* The Great Thanksgiving                                                                        (ELW) page 144 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Lamb of God                                                                                           (ELW) page 146 

The Distribution 

Communion Hymn                       Now We Join in Celebration                           (ELW) No. 462 

Prayer/Blessing                        

Announcements 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

     C:  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

*The Recessional Hymn          Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak                      (ELW) No. 676 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

*FLC Sending Hymn                         Be The Love of Christ                            arr. Michael Showalter 

                                                                                                                     Roger Thornhill 

  

Postlude                                           Go with Thanksgiving                                arr. B. Barclay 
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First Lutheran Church 

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA 

724-225-4040 

e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church 

website: www.flcwash.church 

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

724-705-4050 

revrob@flcwash.church 

Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

Organist and Music Director: Bobbi Heastings 

barbara_heastings@comast.net 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God and in honor of Noah 

Fargo’s 1st birthday.  In lieu of real flowers, a donation to the roof fund was made 

by Cindy Linville, his grandmother. 

 

The Lay Reader is  Sonie Rea. 

 

Counters/Greeters today are H. Quedenfeld and S. Rea. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you 

join us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If 

you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact     

Pastor Grewe. 

 

 

mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net


Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that 

sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery for 

those attending to the needs for infants and small children.  There is a speaker in 

the nursery so that parents can still hear the service.  You are welcome to use the 

nursery for the entire service, or just a small part. 

Bell Choir Practice on Sunday from 1-2 & Thursday from 7-8 PM. 

The Flower Chart for 2021 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.  

You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the   

bulletin two weeks before the due date.   

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2021. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonderful 

time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2021.  Please sign up. 

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.  

Please consider this as a call to help others in need. 

——————————————————————————————— 

Please pray for those in need of healing:   

Betty Johnson, Janet Burke, Maureen Curry, Eveline Reihner, Rocky and Carol, 

Leah, Shari Kienzle, Joanne Reck, Chiquita, Patricia Zablotny, Stacy Carroll, Byron 

Christian, Tillie Shawin, Billie Sue Serbak, Susan Westott, Fred Dupas, little Karson, 

Pastor Bruce and Marie Kreutzer, Melissa MCabe, baby Isaac Christian, Barbara 

Mounts, Sandy Hebrank, Rachel Rogers, Lynn Hudak,  Allan Zimmerman, Donna 

O., the Pollana family, Iva Romano, Frank Kubichar, Ashley McCartney, Amy 

Verderber, Sylvia Sunstrum, David & Theressa Lacko, Linda Lacko, Kevin Ryan,     

Diane & Megan, Loretta & Paul, Alice & Delores,  Deb & Norma Price, Cpt. Allen, 

Aaron Rogers, Owen Miller, Cameron,  Kathryn Rush, Dominic & Pam Thorp, Marty 

Mowl, Amy Buel, Bob Cable, Maxine Banko, Rena, Caroline Wright, Ryan David 

Mayer, Danielle Pinkerton, Mary Kay McDonald, Dennis Schmidt, Fritz Group,  Kevin 

Daniels, Sherm Marker, Amy, Lucy Mehaffey, and  Stephanie Kennedy. 



EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

————————————————————————-- 

Church Offering Change:  In order to keep everyone safe we have changed how 

we collect the Sunday Offering.  We do not have our ushers pass the plates 

around.   Instead, we have one offering plate located by the last pew and one 

by the choir loft.  Please place your offering in one of those plates.  Feel free to 

place your offering in the plates during our Offertory if you did not do so on the 

way in.  

 

 



Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional  

 Pentecost Sunday — May 23, 2021  

“What does this mean?” (Acts 2:12)  

 It’s the day of Pentecost. A loud sound fills the room and tongues of fire hover over 

the heads of the people. Filled with the Holy Spirit, they all begin to speak in languages 

that were not their own. It’s a surreal experience, almost psychedelic.  The crowd 

agreed it was surreal for they were slack-jawed, gawking as     people spoke with each 

other in different languages. The people were Galileans and should be speaking the 

same language, yet somehow everyone is speaking a different language. And even 

though they know it’s a different language, they hear it as their own. Surreal, indeed!                                      

 It might be worthwhile to think about the question that Martin Luther in his Small 

Catechism made famous, “What does this mean?” Perhaps an “easy” answer may be, 

and not the only one of course, is that the Holy Spirit has done something powerful and 

wonderful. We could debate about what all of this means or how this odd event           

actually happened. Some people argue that each one suddenly learned a new        

language, as if you suddenly had the ability to speak Albanian. Others would argue the 

people were speaking in tongues, like today’s Pentecostals. Some in the crowd do what 

we always do when we encounter the work of the living God: rationalize it as bad       

behavior. You know, like the crowd says, “They’re just drunk.”              

 But Peter takes a stand. He refuses to rationalize the work of God. Unfazed, Peter 

points to the Old Testament prophet Joel and starts preaching to all who witnessed this 

“incident.” Peter speaks dangerous words about last days and prophecy, of blood, fire, 

and smoke, the sun turning dark, and the moon to blood. His sermon is not exactly a 

crowd-pleaser. He ends his fiery sermon, “everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.”                                                                                         

 You could spend a lot of time rationalizing this irrational passage. We could         

debate whether or not the people were suddenly speaking in tongues, or were drunk, or 

simply acting out with shockingly bad behavior. But Peter wants us to focus on scripture. 

What’s Peter’s message? God is up to something here, and you probably want to be a 

part of it. Peter’s message still holds for us in today’s fiery and turbulent world: God is up 

to something wonderful and powerful, come and be a part of it.  

 

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Scott Block. Scripture taken 

from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publish-

ers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


