
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                                

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

St. Mark 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee 

and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

 



 

           FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 21, 2021 

Prelude                                          Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart                           arr. L. Larson 

                     Softly and Tenderly                                     arr. Joel Raney 

*The Processional Hymn                   Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death                            (ELW) No. 452 

 

*The Confession and Forgiveness                                                                 (ELW) page  94 

      P:   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    Most merciful God, 

 C:    We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned             

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as our-

selves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy 

name.  Amen. 

 P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

  *The Apostolic Greeting                                                            (ELW) page 138 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                                        (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*The Hymn of Praise                          In the Cross of Christ I Glory                                      (ELW) NO. 324 

 



*Prayer of the Day  

    P:   Let us pray, 

   C:    O Lord God, You would have us put no trust in anything we do. Mercifully grant that 

by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  forever. 

Amen. 

                  

First Reading                                                                                                   Genesis 22:1-18 

    L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                                 Psalm 25:1-10 

     1To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in You; 

  let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 2Let none who look to You be put to shame; 

  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

 3Show me Your ways, O Lord, 

  and teach me Your paths. 

 4Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 

  for You are the God of my salvation; in You have I trusted all the day long. 

 5Remember, O Lord, Your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 

 6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to Your love and for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord. 

 7Gracious and upright is the Lord; 

  therefore He teaches sinners in His way. 

 8He guides the humble in doing right and teaches His way to the lowly. 

 9All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 

 10For Your name’s sake, O Lord,  forgive my sin, for it is great. 



 

Second Reading                                                                           James 1:12-18 

     L:  The Word of the Lord.     

C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

*The Lenten Gospel Acclamation  (sung)                                   (ELW) page 142 

     C:  Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

   and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

* The Gospel                                                                                                      Mark 1:9-15 

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

 

Sermon                                                                                 Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

 

*The Hymn of the Day                  My Faith Looks Up to Thee                                    (ELW) No. 759 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

     I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus 

 Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

 the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and     

 buried:  He  descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; 

 He ascended into heaven, and  sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  

 Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; 

 the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting.  

 Amen. 



*The Prayers of the Church  (response) 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:   Hear our prayer. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

 

The Musical Offering                              Special Music                               Kimberly Grewe, soloist 

 

 *The Offertory                                Create in Me a Clean Heart                                  (ELW) No. 188 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

     C:  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

*The Recessional Hymn         Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me                                  (ELW) No. 767 

*FLC Sending Hymn                       Be The Love of Christ                           arr. Michael Showalter 

                                                                                                                        Roger Thornhill 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                              Depart with Joy                                        by B. Wagner 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God by Sonie Rea in      

thankfulness for all the blessings to her family.  A donation is made to the roof 

fund. 

 

The Lay Reader is Kimberly Grewe. 

 

Counters/Greeters today are C. Group and V. Group. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you 

join us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If 

you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact     

Pastor Grewe. 

 

 

mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net


 Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that 

sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery for 

those attending to the needs for infants and small children.  There is a speaker in 

the nursery so that parents can still hear the service.  You are welcome to use the 

nursery for the entire service, or just a small part. 

Bell Choir Practice on Sunday from 1-2 & Thursday from 7-8 PM. 

The Flower Chart for 2021 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.  

You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the   

bulletin two weeks before the due date.   

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2021. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonderful 

time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2021.  Please sign up. 

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.  

Please consider this as a call to help others in need. 

——————————————————————————————— 

Please pray for those in need of healing:   

Betty Johnson, Janet Burke, Maureen Curry, Eveline Reihner, Rocky and Carol, 

Leah, Shari Kienzle, Joanne Reck, Chiquita, Patricia Zablotny,   Stacy Carroll,       

Byron Christian, Tillie Shawin, Billie Sue Serbak, Susan Westott, Fred Dupas, little 

Karson, Pastor Bruce and Marie Kreutzer, Melissa MCabe, baby Isaac Christian, 

Barbara Mounts, Sandy Hebrank, Rachel Rogers, Lynn Hudak, Sonie Rea, Allan 

Zimmerman, Donna O., the Pollana family, Iva Romano, Frank Kubichar, Ashley 

McCartney, Amy Verderber, Sylvia Sunstrum, David & Theressa Lacko, Linda 

Lacko, Kevin Ryan, Diane & Megan, Patty, Loretta & Paul, Alice & Delores,  Deb &  

Norma Price, Cpt. Allen, Aaron Rogers, Owen Miller, Cameron, and Kathryn Rush. 



  EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

————————————————————————-- 

Church Offering Change:  In order to keep everyone safe we have changed 

how we collect the Sunday Offering.  We do not have our ushers pass the plates 

around.   Instead, we have one offering plate located by the last pew and one 

by the choir loft.  Please place your offering in one of those plates.  Feel free to 

place your offering in the plates during our Offertory if you did not do so on the 

way in.  

 

 



 

 

 

 
 Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional  

First Sunday in Lent—February 21, 2021 

 

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer 

him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” - Genesis: 22:2  

 

 This text for today is disturbing, especially this awful command from God to Abraham. 

“Take your son,” seems like an unbelievable command for any God of love to give. Even Martin 

Luther’s wife, Katie, once said to her husband regarding this passage, “Martin, I don’t believe 

God would ask anyone to sacrifice his only son.”  

 We heard earlier how Isaac had been a gift from God to Abraham and Sarah in their old 

age. We heard how God had given them a promise of many descendants, and through those 

descendants all of the families of the earth will be blessed.” Isaac had been born to start the 

line of those descendants, and now God is saying kill him. WHY? Sometimes God accomplishes 

his works through human faith. The question is, does Abraham have that faith? Having been 

given Isaac, which does Abraham trust more? The GIFT or the GIVER?  

 In each of the Gospels, we also have the picture of a Father and Son, going to a place 

where the Son will be sacrificed. Jesus trusts his Father with his life, just as Isaac trusted          

Abraham. No words are exchanged on this journey, only a brief conversation in                    

Gethsemane, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not my will, but yours 

be done.” And the answer Jesus received was the same one Abraham implied to Isaac. The 

sacrifice must be carried out. So, Jesus, too, must choose between disobedience and this   

obedience. This obedience…in which Jesus also carries the wood up the hill to the place of   

offering. This obedience…in which Jesus also is laid upon the wood. This obedience…in which 

hammers are raised over the nails of Jesus’ cross just as the knife was raised above Isaac’s 

chest.  

 THIS is where the stories become very different, because there is no substitute ram to    

rescue Jesus from this terrible fate. But it’s not the end of the story, because God didn’t forsake 

Jesus any more than He forsook Abraham and Isaac. In this obedience, there is provision. In this 

obedience, we share Christ’s victory over the grave. This obedience…in which the broken are 

made whole, and in which all curses are swallowed up in blessing. This obedience is God’s     

loving gift for you and for all people. Amen.  

 

Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.  


