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 Grace and peace to you from God the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in 

the Holy Spirit amen. 

 In August I was speaking to one of our church members and she proclaimed this 

gem of wisdom: “Covid 19 is the new excuse to sin”. I couldn’t agree more as we have 

seen people take advantage of this situation through the internet, snail mail, over the 

phone and even in person! 

 This is nothing new because, historically speaking, people have taken advantage of 

tragic events such as pandemics and epidemics to become wealthy at the expense of    

others.  I have noticed that people are becoming more aggressive and frustrated in their 

driving (honking and speeding is on the increase) and even in their shopping behaviour 

(yelling and shouting at cashiers and other shoppers)! There is no doubt that people are 

more stressed out than ever before but it is no excuse to abuse others, for we are to let 

people know that, “we are Christians by our love” as the hymn goes.  

 Recently, according to the news, they have come up with a name for the behaviours 

and emotions that we are experiencing and encountering: it has been labeled “covid       

fatigue”.  It has affected those who have had to work through this pandemic and those 

who have been shut in during this time as well. Isolation is not healthy and being over-

worked in a stressful time is unhealthy to body, mind and spirit! If we all want to find 

peace in this world we only need to look at the Holy Word of God which can be found in 

the Gospel of St. John 14:27 where Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do 

not be afraid.” 

 If that is not challenging enough we are currently in an election year and we are 

continually bombarded by political ads on either side that strain to illustrate any truth and 

seem to be causing more stress and more fear.  The media is churning this out on a daily 

basis. Perhaps now is a good time to get out and see more of God’s creation and turn off 

the ‘idiot box’ as they called it years ago: less news and more time in our Bibles! 



  

 Sadly though, people often speak to me and tell me that they are bothered at seeing 

the abusive behaviour of others and that it seems as if there is no justice to be seen any-

where. It feels like people are getting away with their sinfulness! Well, we must always     

remember that God is the only true judge from Isaiah 33:22 through to the Book of         

Revelation 20:11-15 and it is here where we can take comfort that no one is getting away 

with anything! Sinfulness here upon the earth regardless of how high or low people may be 

in their status: all will stand before God and be judged according to what we have done and 

left undone. This could be good news or bad news depending upon where one is in their life 

and on their actions and inactions. The challenge for Christians is that we are always moving 

in the sacred world of Christ Jesus and this is the opposite way of the secular world which 

focuses on selfishness or, as a book I am reading calls it, “The Unholy Trinity Martin Luther 

Against the Idol of Me, Myself and I” (by Michael A. Lockwood). 

 During this ongoing pandemic someone asked me the question “where is the faith of 

people in God?” A great question and I was reminded of trusting in God when I was driving 

through South Strabane township a month ago and saw a church sign with the excellent 

bold proclamation on it…”Faith over Fear”. Sadly, this church was closed during the        

pandemic so one may ask where was their faith in God? As you have seen we have had to 

change the ways we gather for the Lord’s Supper during this pandemic; I was reading an    

article from an extreme Christian website where the lay-person was condemning the clergy 

for the way they were distributing Holy Communion due to the recent changes churches are 

making during the pandemic. The article attacked the clergy who wear PPE (personal        

protective equipment) and the distribution of communion behind Plexiglas (like in           

Germany). Clearly, the ranting individual is unaware of how clergy, no matter what              

denomination, are required to go into hospitals wards and give the commendation of the 

dying as well as Holy Communion in wards that may require masks, gloves, gowns and 

sometimes even more PPE on special wards like ICU or CCU? It’s always easy to criticize    

another when they are not in that person’s shoes/ situation or call.  And just remember, 

Covid 19 truly is no excuse to sin!  

In Christ Jesus,  

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

 



                                   

 

First Lutheran Surveys for our members during the Covid 19  

 

 

What date are you comfortable with for adult Sunday school classes to begin? 

 

 

 

What date are you comfortable with for children’s Sunday school classes to 

begin? 

 

 

What date are you comfortable with for the adult catechism classes to begin? 

 

 

What date are you comfortable with for the confirmation classes to begin? 

 

 

Please complete this form and return it to the church office. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Dear First Lutheran Church Family, 

 I apologize for such a short letter to you this month.  I have been         

occupied with other things lately.  I would like to thank all of you for your   

continued  support of First Lutheran Church and our roof fund.  Please do not 

forget to send in your donations so that we may get our loan paid and begin 

other projects for fixing the church. 

 Our fundraising continues to be a success.  I am pleasantly surprised at 

how much we made at our yard sale.  I know I mention Heather Quedenfeld    

frequently in my writings, but she has been doing such an amazing job I   

cannot help but mention her and her successful fundraising once again. 

Yours in Christ, 

Jennifer Black, FLC council president 

 

 

NURSERY 

 We welcome all children to be part of our worship, but we realize that 

the service can sometimes be too long for the little ones.  Please use the 

nursery as needed.  You are welcome to use it for the entire service if        

necessary, or just part.  There is a speaker in the nursery so you can hear the 

service.  

 

 A Big THANK YOU goes to the Group family and Larry Sten and Olivia  

for all of their hard work in keeping First Lutheran Church looking beautiful      

outside.  They have received many compliments from the community for 

their work.  First Lutheran Church is surely blessed.   



 

YARD SALE 

 

 The Yard Sale Committee wishes to thank everyone who helped made 

the sale a success.  It started with the many donations form the congregation 

and the many hands that were needed for setup, sale and take down. 

 

 Those that worked the sale, saw the generosity of our neighbors in  

Washington, giving extra for our roof fund.  God’s Grace at work… 

 

 Thank you. 

 

         Linda Coleman 

 

 

 

—————————————————————————————————————- 

 

 

BEGINNING SUNDAY, SEPT. 6TH,  WORSHIP SERVICE BEGINS AT 

11:00  AM. 



      

      Sept. Lay Readers                       Sept. Altar Flowers 

        6     George Salvucci                 6       Joe & Judy Sarver 

       13                                                         13      Joyce Streator 

       20     Dennis Schmidt      20      Dennis Schmidt 

       27           27   

 

      Sept. Acolytes 

        6      Brice Berry and Lyndsay Berry 

       13     Andrew Serbak and Cole Johnson 

       20     Elijah Clark and Lillah Clark 

       27     Heidi Walsh and Maria Sobocinski 

 

      Sept. Ushers    

        6       J. Hoffer, C. Krcil, R. Williams, N. & L. Williams 

       13      J. Luketich, S. Ringer, D. Schmidt, Z. Mason, M. Verderber 

       20      T. Bernhart, E. Goga, R. Johnson, J. Ulanich 

       27      N. Bassi, R. Phillips, J. Sakerka, D. Wheeler 

      Sept. Counters 

         6      D. Bassi, J. Ulanich, R. Williams 

        13     S. Rea, L. Sten 

        20     J. Black, V. Group, H. Quedenfeld 

        27     L. Coleman, K. Luketich, D. Schmidt 

      Sept. Altar Team        

       Janet Fischer and Sonie Rea 

 



 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

 1     Amy Pascuzzi 

 4     Judy Sarver 

         Brad Bernhart 

 5      Lillah Clark 

 6      Shane Ringer 

         Karen Krcil 

         Anne Johnston 

 8      C. Arne Sten 

        12     Joanne Marker 

         Tim Bernhart 

        14     Paul Sten 

        16     Carolyn Wright 

        17     Jeff Ulanich 

         Larry Zimmerman 

        22     Kandi DeWalt 

                 Herb Snyder 

        24     Carolyn Dragich 

                 Emogene Salvucci 

        26     Kurt Snyder 

        29     Andy Carl 

 

 

 


