
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” 

 

St. Matthew 16:16 



 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 23, 2020 

Prelude                                          Make Me A Channel of Your Peace              by Temple/Schaum 

                                                            What Friend We Have                                              by Schrader 

                                                              In Christ Alone                                           by M. Hayes 

*The Processional Hymn                    The Church’s One Foundation                                           (ELW) No. 654 

*The Confession and Forgiveness                                                                 (ELW) page  94 

      P:   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C:    Amen. 

  P:    Most merciful God, 

 C:    We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned             

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left   

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 

holy name.  Amen. 

 P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

*The Apostolic Greeting                                                            (ELW) page 138 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                                        (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*The Hymn of Praise                   My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                                       (ELW) No. 596 



 



 



 

*Prayer of the Day  

    P:   Let us pray, 

   C:  Care for Your Church, O Lord, with perpetual mercy. Since we totter and are sure to 

fall without Your grace, remove what will harm us and arrange what will make us whole. 

Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                                                                                        Isaiah 51:1-6 

    L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                                       Psalm 138 

  1I will give thanks to You, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing Your 

   praise. 

   2I will bow down toward Your holy temple and praise Your Name, because of Your  

   love and faithfulness; 

   3For You have glorified Your name and Your word above all things. 

   4When I called, You answered me; You increased my strength within me. 

   5All the kings of the earth will praise You, O Lord, when they have heard the words of 

   Your mouth. 

   6They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 

   7Though the Lord be high, He cares for the lowly; He perceives the haughty from afar. 

   8Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You keep me safe; You stretch forth Your hand 

   against the fury of my enemies; Your right hand shall save me. 

   9The Lord will make good His purpose for me; O Lord, Your love endures forever; do not 

   abandon the works of Your hands. 



  

Second Reading                                                                  Romans 11:33-12:8 

     L:  The Word of the Lord.     

C:   Thanks be to God. 

                                                                                   

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                           (ELW) page 142 

     C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.                    

  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 

* The Gospel                                                                                          Matthew 16:13-20 

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

 

Sermon                                                                                Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

 

*The Hymn of the Day                         Built on a Rock                                                            (ELW) No. 652 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

     I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus 

 Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

 the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

 buried:  He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; 

 He ascended into heaven, and  sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

 Almighty; from  thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; 

 the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting.  

 Amen. 
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*The Prayers of the Church  (response) 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:   Hear our prayer. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The Musical Offering                          Wings of Love                              by Bridget Barclay 

*The Offertory                             Create in Me a Clean Heat                                      (ELW) No. 188 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Announcements 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

     C:  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

*The Recessional Hymn                   Faith of Our Fathers                                          (ELW) No. 812 

 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*FLC Sending Hymn                            Be The Love of Christ                    arr.  Michael Showalter 

                                                                                                                      Roger Thornhill 

Postlude                                    I Want to Walk as a Child of God                          by T. Thomerson 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God by  Carol Cancelmi, 

Cathy Allinder, and Cindy Linville in memory of their dad, Leo Shawin and in honor 

of their mom,  Tillie Shawin.  Tillie and Leo were married here at First Lutheran 

Church on    August 21, 1949 by Reverend Ernest. 

 

The Lay Reader is Heather Quedenfeld. 

Counters/Greeters today are J. Black, H. Quedenfeld, D. Bassi. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you join 

us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If you 

have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact Pastor 

Grewe. 

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that some-

times the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery for those at-

tending to the needs for infants and small children.  There is a speaker in the nursery 

so that parents can still hear the service.  You are welcome to use the nursery for 

the entire service, or just a small part.  

mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net


 

Youth Group will be held on Friday, Aug. 28 from 7-9 PM. 

 

Bell Choir practice on Thursday from 7-8 PM. 

 

The Flower Chart for 2020 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.  

You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bul-

letin two weeks before the due date.  Thank you. 

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2020. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonderful 

time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2020.  Please sign up. 

 

Please remember to continue contributing donations to our girls in Ethiopia.  

Please consider this as a call to help others in need.   

———————————————————————————————————————-- 

Please pray for those in need of healing: 

Janet Burke, Shari Kienzle, Lay Pastor Judd Lacko, Maureen Curry, Eveline Reihner, Rocky, 

Julie Davis, Amy Verderber, Joanne Reck, Byron Christian, Chiquita Pearson, Maureen 

Curry, Phyllis Daniels, Patricia Zablotny, Stacy Carrol, Shirley Johnston, Sandy, Colleen & 

her sister,  Tillie Shawin, Bob & Paula Beatty, Maureen, Tim & Sharon, Lisa and Scott, Amie 

Buel, Billie Sue Serbak, Mike & Diane Burns, Carl Hildreth, Dawn Berkebile, Herb Lindberg, 

Gloria Sloan, Rhonda Hendrickson, Doug Mazzotti, Laurie Parker, Mary Lou Cotton,        

Colleen Mancini, Beth McFeeley, John Porter, Amanda Becker, Rich, Fred Dupas,      

Donald Huttic, Mike White, Terry Divelbliss, Dan, Amy Dash, Penny, Jack McDaniel, Ryan 

Horan, Karson, Betty Johnson, David Lacko, Bob Hillbery, Bailey Spencer, Joanne Marker, 

Bruce Kreutze,  Nicole and her daughters Valerie Brook and Bria Elizabeth, Leah, Pastor 

Rod Dondorf,  Esther Duncan, Melissa McCabe, Robin Ames, Karrah, Charlotte and Ellie, 

Brad Schmidt, Lou Washowich, Mary DeCarlo, Isaac Christian,  Naval Dr. Matthew    

Christian, Barbara Mounts, Emogene Salvucci, The Williams Family of Atlanta, Ga., Lynn 

Hudak, Donna O., Sonie Rea, Allan Zimmerman, The Polana Family, Iva Romano, Mary 

Mow and Becky Mayer. 



EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Church Offering Change:  In order to keep everyone safe we have changed how 

we collect the Sunday Offering.  We do not have our ushers pass the plates 

around.  Instead, we have one offering plate located by the last pew and one by 

the choir loft.  Please place your offering in one of those plates.  Feel free to place 

your offering in the plates during our Offertory if you did not do so on the way in.  



Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional  

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - August 23, 2020  

[Jesus] said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

How many people in this world do you really, truly know? Maybe a handful? Maybe one 

or two? Sometimes it’s hard enough knowing ourselves, let alone others. Just when you 

think you know someone, they reveal something about themselves that either shocks or 

delights you. Knowing those we love and care for can be a life-long endeavor.  

 Jesus wanted to know what people were saying about him, but more than that, 

he really wanted to know if his closest friends and disciples knew who he was. As the 

men reported back to the Lord what others were saying about him, “some say you are 

John the Baptist or Elijah or Jeremiah or one of the other prophets,” Jesus challenged 

them asking, “But who do YOU say that I am?” Simon Peter got this one right! “You are 

the Messiah, the chosen one of Israel, the Christ we’ve been waiting for.” Well, he didn’t 

exactly say all that, but he did get the right answer. Jesus told him that it was the Holy 

Spirit who provided that response, but congratulations none-the-less.  

 Peter’s confession of faith was rewarded with a phrase that has often been read 

into, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.” Simon’s nickname, “Peter,” 

is “rock” in Aramaic. In the early church this was taken to be a justification for the         

papacy. Whether you believe that part or not is beside the point. The point is really 

about his confession of faith which would be used by Christ as the foundation of the  

nascent church.  

 We are called to make this same confession when asked, “Who do you say Jesus 

is?” There are many phrases that answer that and each of them is an acknowledgment 

of who Jesus is, to us and the world, and what anchors us to his life-giving, self-sacrificing 

love. “He is my Lord.” “He is the Savior!” “He is my all in all!” However we say it when we 

are queried is the very rock that Christ builds his church upon. Two thousand years ago 

the rock was Peter, Paul, James, John, Thomas, Mary, Martha, and the rest. Today it’s 

you, me, our neighbors, friends, church family and saints all around the world who have 

been built into the Living Stone, the solid rock foundation of the Bride of Christ! Don’t 

complicate it too much. Take Jesus at his word and know that he gives you the faith you 

need to confess him as Lord and on your confession he builds his church. He does this! 

Amen.  

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken 

from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publish-

ers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

 

 


