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Pastoral Perspectives—June 2020 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in the 

Holy Spirit.  

in his 1933 inaugural speech President Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed that “there is 

nothing to fear but fear itself”. The Great Depression was a challenging time and in many 

ways it is similar to what we are facing right now. We also currently have two very extreme 

sides constantly bombarding us with differing messages: go on with life as if nothing has 

happened and the other side telling us it’s the end of world. We need to find a balance  

between these two. Now that we have moved into the “yellow” phase of a stoplight      

system more freedom has been granted by the state for businesses and services. 

FDR used a Dutch Bible from 1686 (oldest Bible ever used) to make his oath upon and the 

passage was open to 1st Corinthians 13; “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 

does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self seeking, it is not easily            

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 

truth.” 

As FDR saw it, this reading was for the future of our nation. It is an interesting choice of 

Holy Scripture as we usually hear these words at weddings. Many Biblical images were  

woven into his twenty minute speech to unite a divided nation and called for a restoration 

of hope. 

During these current and unprecedented times of massive changes, locally, nationally and 

globally, I have witnessed in many a deep-seated fear of the corona virus, unemployment, 

stress and anxiety. Our church has added emergency numbers to assist those who may be 

in need spiritually, mentally or physically. They can be found in this newsletter, on our 

website and in the weekly order of service. 

After the crucifixion of Jesus we know how the early church was living in fear as to what 

the future would hold: even though Jesus had told them exactly what would take place.   



 

However, the first followers had their basic instincts take over and they had locked them-

selves up in the upper room in fear of being found and executed as well! 

As I thought about what to write on during this pandemic I too must confess to you, my 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, that I was worried and anxious at the beginning of the shut 

down. There seemed to be so many uncertainties. Would I be arrested for leading worship? 

Would the church be closed down? Would there be fines against the church by the state? 

With so many concerns for our church members and for the services the worries got to me 

and I wasn’t sleeping. But one day, as I was praying, I looked at one of the favourite Old    

Testament books, the Book of Isaiah 43:1 “Don’t fear, for I have redeemed you, I have 

called you by name, you are mine.” 

These words from God the Father bring us great comfort during these uncertain times of 

caused by the pandemic or any other times that our faith is tested by man or nature.  We 

must always remember that God has redeemed us, God has called each and every one of us 

by name and we belong to God and to no other! Trusting in God daily and during             

challenging times is what we followers are called to do! So we must trust in the Lord and 

balance our lives during these times by getting sleep, getting some sunshine and fresh air, 

keeping a daily routine, wearing your mask in public, washing your hands, keeping a healthy 

distance from others, praying  and reading God’s Holy Word. 

The peace of Christ is with you always. 

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

 

Please remember that our summer services move to 10 am on 

Sundays at First Lutheran Church. 

 

If any students are graduating grade 12 this year, please      

contact pastor for a graduation gift: a pen with Biblical verse. 

  

  



 

Bible readings for June 2020 

June 7th Holy Trinity Sunday 

1st reading Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Psalm 8 

2nd reading Acts 2:14a, 22-36 

Gospel of St. Matthew 28:16-20 

 

June 14th  

1st reading Exodus 19:2-8a 

Psalm 100: 1-5 

2nd reading Romans 5:6-15 

Gospel of St. Matthew 9:35-10:8, 9-20 

 

June 21st  

1st reading Jeremiah 20:7-13 

Psalm 91:1-10, 11-16 

2nd reading Romans 6:12-23 

Gospel of St. Matthew 10:5a, 2-33 

 

June 28th  

1st reading Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Psalm 119: 153-160 

2nd reading Romans 7:1-13 

Gospel of St. Matthew 10:34-42 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 

 

      What a blessing to see more new faces on Sunday!  With the warm weather and more attending church 
services, I see great things on the way for First Lutheran Church!! 

 

     We at First Lutheran Church, have been so blessed as a church family, to have had the blessings of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ to guide us, keep us,  love us, and direct us, through the guidance and care 
given us through our Shepherd, Pastor Rob Grewe.  Pastor Rob, came to us at First Lutheran, a little over 6 
years ago, and through the blessings of our Lord Jesus and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, has strength-
ened our church as a family, has worked diligently with church council and staff, to bring our beautiful, old 
church to a stable financial position, to allow us to support many missions of Christ, such as Hope Ethiopia, 
NALC Clean Water Mission Worldwide, Domestic Violence S.W.PA, AMI (After Mental Illness), our NALC 
Disaster Warehouse mission of support, City Mission, Salvation Army and many  others.  We at First        
Lutheran have been blessed to see new families joining our church family, we have children in our church 
again, and many new members and older members constantly wanting to know “How can we help? What 
can we do? For the church?” 

 

     First Lutheran Church, has a history, of gracious members, who when asked for help, or assistance have 
always come through with giving and support.  Such as when we needed to replace the large in-line pumps 
for our boiler/furnace system.  Big expense, we asked the congregation, for help, and they were more than 
gracious, and came through.   Well, as you know, we have been working at keeping ahead of all the repairs 
needed in our old, beautiful church, a lot of those repairs, have gotten ahead of us. 

 

     We need your help!  First Lutheran has been constantly bringing the neglected repair of the roof (over 
the years), to a stable condition in the last 6 years.  Our “main” roof, which is the original slate roof, which 
will celebrate its 100th birthday in 2004, is in good shape now, and should give us another 10 years.  The 
“Old Peak Roof/Franklin Street Side”, and “The Rubber Roof on the School Wing” and the “Critical      
Masonry Repair of Coping Stones & Mortar Failure” are now at hand!  We have been patching the rubber 
roof over the school wing to the point where it is time to be replaced, the peak roof, on the Franklin side, 
you may have noticed has been tarped to await good weather to repair the rotted wood, and shingles.  The 
critical masonry repair of coping stones and failing mortar has been finally repaired.    We now wait for the 
rubber roof to be repaired.  But as we wait, the water still leaks in, and I pray that it is not causing           
additional damage that we are not prepared to pay for.  

 

 

 



    In addition to the $56,000 loan we have taken out to pay for the repairs, we are having church   fund-
raisers to help pay to make these much-needed repairs, and to save your church.  Our congregation has 
always come through in the past and blessed our church with her needs being fulfilled.  We are asking for 
your support and blessings to get through these expensive repairs, which will keep our church in good 
shape for many years to come.  

 

  It has come to my attention that many people enjoy watching our Sunday Services online.  We have    
people watching our services online from Germany, Canada, and England!! It is nice that we were able to 
come up with a last-minute way to do this.  In order to continue to do this, we need to upgrade our cur-
rent system.  It is need up an upgrade anyway.   

 

As of right now, we have been able to record the service and posting it to our website and our Facebook 
page for those who cannot make it to the service.  If you have attended on Sundays, you have seen that 
this is a very much a hands-on process because of the personal equipment that is being used.  Also, the 
video requires several steps to manipulate it and to get it ready to be uploaded sometime on Sunday after-
noon. This presents a few problems. We need someone to bring in and set up video equipment then work 
on the footage after church.  

 

A lot of churches have a simpler automated system that will actually broadcast the service in real time. 
This would take several steps out of the process. The camera and microphones could be permanently 
mounted, and the process would be as simple as pushing the record button on your old cassette tape play-
er. This would ensure that we get The Good News out on an uninterrupted real time basis.  

 

The focus of keeping churches vibrant in the hectic, technology driven world is not to get people to church 
but, to get people to God.  

 

As you know, our sound system has been having problems for years with interference and mid service   
failures. The microphones the pastor uses are fragile, getting harder to find and are expensive because 
they are not current technology. We have had interested parties offer to help with replacing the system. 
At this time, it would be easy to integrate live-video equipment on to the improved sound system we are 
looking at.  

 

Pastor Grewe would very much like to have all of our Sunday Services recorded and posted online for 
those who are unable to attend church.  If the congregation would like to continue having our services 
posted online, please let Council know so that we can look into how much upgrading our current speaker 
system and adding video will cost.  Again, this would have to be looked into, and as of this writing I do not 
know how much this will cost. 

 

Thank you in advance for your love and support.  All the praise and glory go to our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, in the repair of our church and to you for your love and support. 

God Bless,   

Jennifer Black 



 

HANGING BASKET 

 FUNDRAISER 

 

   Members of First Lutheran Church, 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

A HUGE thank you to all for supporting our Hanging Basket Fundraiser which benefits our 
Roof Fund.  Through your wonderful support we sold 157 baskets!!  With the sale of these 
baskets $785.00 will go toward our Roof Fund. 

   

 Again, thank you for your generosity. 

      Vickie and Caitlyn Group 

 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

Please note that the church office and Pastor have new email addresses.  

The old ones have been discontinued. 

Church Office: secretary@flcwash.church 

Pastor Grewe’s new email is: revrob@flcwash.church  

The church phone number remains the same. 

 



 

Embracing Hope Ethiopia 

 

 March 8th the schools and day care were closed because the          

coronavirus reached Ethiopia.  In April, the government issued a state of 

emergency and stay at home orders.  EHE has continued to supply food 

and other necessities to the families in the program.  The families do not     

receive unemployment checks or stimulus checks.   

 

 The following report was taken from EHE website. 

 

 Please pray for the precious little ones and their families, as well as our 

EHE staff and families – as they are sequestered at home.  In Kore, every day 

is living on the edge – of health, safety, and hope.  We are praying that    

despite the vulnerability of every aspect of their lives, they would somehow, 

miraculously, be spared the ravages of the Coronavirus. 

 

 As of May 9th, Ethiopia has 210 cases (5 deaths) of the virus.  If the   

pandemic reaches Kore, overcrowding lack of water and sewer, and       

respiratory vulnerability would cause unimaginable losses of life.  Please pray 

for families and staff. 

 

Linda Coleman 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

WNALC—JUNE 

 All WNALC meetings and events for the month of June are 

cancelled. 

                                                           Sonie Rea 



      

      June Lay Readers                        June Altar Flowers 

      7   Kris Briggs                  7   Shawin 

    14   Heather Quedenfeld             14   Quedenfeld 

    21   Dennis Schmidt      21   Kathleen Black 

    28   Lisa Hager       28   Olivia Lyons & Larry Sten 

           

      June Acolytes 

        7    

      14               

      21  

      28 

 

      June Ushers    

      7   J. Luketich; S. Ringer; D. Schmidt; Z. Mason, M. Verderber 

    14   T. Bernhart; E. Goga; R. Johnson; J. Ulanich  

    21   N. Bassi; R. Phillips; J. Sakerka; D. Wheeler 

    28   K. Carl; C. Group; C.R. Group; G. Salvucci; D. Lacko 

       

      June Counters 

       7   L. Coleman; S. Rea; R. Williams 

     14   D. Bassi; V. Group 

     21   J. Black; H. Quedenfeld; L. Sten 

     28   C. Group; K. Luketich; D. Schmidt 

      June Altar Team        

      Donna Bassi and Carolyn Wright 



 

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 

 

1       16   Emily Flowers 

2   Michael Goga    17    

3   Ashley Burbank    18   John Rush 

4        19   Larry Sten 

5               Penny Wetzel 

6   Janet Fischer    20   Nathaniel Black 

7    Esther Sten     21 

8        22   Betty DeGiovanni 

9   Tim Belski     23 

10          24   Sherman Marker 

11               Jackson Quedenfeld 

12    Chris Gosnell    25   Bette L. Johnson 

13           26   Linda Coleman 

14    Kevin Serbak    27 

15    Mark Verderber    28   Mary Kay McDonald 

       29 

       30   Diane Antila  

                 


