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Grace and peace to you from God the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in the 

Holy Spirit. 

For almost 400 years now the town of Oberammergau has been presenting “The Passion 

Play” every ten years since the year of 1633 when the vow was made to God. The reason 

for this vow to act out the “The Passion Play” of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was 

done so because the people of Oberammergau were in the midst of a plague! In the tiny 

village, the “pestmatrikel” (aka the death register) of 1633 recorded that 84 people had 

succumbed to the disease during the already horrific Thirty Years War that decimated the 

population of Germany. In crying out to God and gathering as a community in the church 

the people of this village.  

This year from May 16th to October 4th 2020 the people of Oberammergau will once again 

fulfill their oath to God. 

Currently, as I am writing this message to you we are in the midst of Coronavirus (COVID-

19) that like plagues in the past is sweeping across the world and we have seen the best 

and worst of humanity in this time.  People have been acting like animals over items like 

toilet paper, bottled water, wipes and hand sanitizer. There are long lines for food and the 

closing of all non essentials like alcohol has brought people out in mass. People are ex-

ploiting the situation.  The current national government has taken actions that may seem 

extreme, but at this time are necessary as we know more about this pandemic, where the 

people in 1633 had no idea as to how they were infected by a plague.  

Bishop Selbo of the NALC has written that we are not to panic in these times when we are 

being bombarded by the media and the meltdown of the stock market, but we are to       

remain vigilant to the situation as it continues to unfold and to more than ever trust and 

pray to God! Please go to the NALC website and read his article addressing this corona   

virus. 



 

As one of my fellow RC volunteer firefighters said earlier in the week “Prayer is a powerful 

tool”! 

This is a very Lutheran way to approach these difficult times that we face. For we see that 

people are going everywhere for assistance, except to God! Luther facing another outbreak 

of the plague in 1527 in Wittenberg stayed and assisted those in need as he penned: “Yes, 

no one should dare leave his neighbour unless there are others who will take care of the 

sick in their stead and nurse them. In such cases we must respect the Word of Christ, “I 

was sick and you did not visit me....” St. Matthew 25:41-46. According to this passage we 

are bound to each others in such a way that no one may forsake the other in his distress but 

is obliged to assist and help him as he himself would like to be helped.” If you are interested 

in more of what Luther had to say on the subject go to the book Luther’s Works 43:119-38 

“Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague”. 

Martin Luther also was once quoted as saying “Even if I knew that tomorrow the world 

would go to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree.” 

During the third week of the Lenten services on Wednesdays at 7 pm, I spoke on the very 

topic that we are currently dealing with as a county, state, country and the world with this 

current pandemic. 

So my Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, while this world is lining up for food, alcohol, 

guns and ammunition, we will continue to responsibly gather as members of the Body of 

Christ and put our trust in the only one that can save us from any time of trial, that being   

Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 34:4 “I sought the Lord and He answered me and delivered me from all my fears.” 

Psalm 46:1 “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble” 

Psalm 56:3 “When I am afraid, I put my trust in You.” 

Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord     

           your God is with you wherever you go...” 

 

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

  



 

Readings we can follow throughout the Season of Lent, Holy Week, Easter Sunday and after 

Easter 

Palm / Passion Sunday April 5th, 2020 

1st reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 118:19-26 

2nd reading: Philippians 2:5-11 

Gospel St. Matthew 26:1-27:66 

Maundy Thursday April 9th, 2020 

1st reading Exodus 24:3-11 

Psalm 116:12-19 

2nd reading Hebrews 9:11-22 

Gospel St. Matthew 26:17-30 

Good Friday April 10th, 2020 

1st reading Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Psalm 22 

2nd reading Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

Gospel St. John 18:1-19:42 

Easter Sunday April 12th, 2020 

1st reading Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 16 

2nd Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel St. Matthew 28:1-10 



 

 

2nd Sunday after Easter April 19th, 2020 

1st reading Acts 5:29-42 

Psalm 148: 1-14 

2nd reading 1st Peter 1:3-9 

Gospel St. John 20:19-31 

3rd Sunday after Easter April 26th, 2020 

1st reading Acts 2:14a-36-41 

Psalm 116:1-14 

2nd reading 1st Peter 1:17-25 

Gospel St. Luke 24:13-35 

4th Sunday after Easter May 3rd, 2020 

1st readings Acts 2:42-47 

Psalm 23:1-6 

2nd 1st Peter 2:19-25 

Gospel St. John 10:1-10 

 



 

Light and darkness at this time of crisis 

This morning I read a report where the multimillionaire Mark Cuban was donating $500,000 

dollars to day care for health workers in his community that continues to work on the front 

lines of dealing with this pandemic. Large companies like Tesla vehicles are changing          

production to making masks for our health care workers. The MLB teams have chosen to  

donate over $1,000,000 to their workers who are out of work for the spring season and the 

delay of the regular season. In these difficult times, all different kinds of businesses are 

adapting to what is needed and people are working together as best they can.  We also 

know that some people on line have exploited this situation and made thousands of dollars 

off victims by over charging, like a couple in Canada that made a profit of $70,000 on         

sanitized wipes. They will stand before God and defend their sinful actions like every one of 

us will! 

I was recently watching a documentary on the challenges that our farmers are facing in 

these difficult economic times, even before the virus had gripped this world! The economic 

situation is so bad that the farmers are not only running out of their personal finances but 

their equipment is so run down they may not even be able to plant this coming year! When 

I was an intern in rural Alberta, Canada, I not only was training as a future pastor, but also 

Kimberly and I were learning how to combine canola and we also learned how to do calving! 

We are both city slickers and were amazed at the amount and time and effort, planning and 

strategy that went into each animal, each planting of the crops, resting fields and rotating of 

the crops. The majority of the farmers that I knew had a higher education in agriculture as 

well as being generational farmers of 100 years on the same land! One of the last political 

candidates, who recently attempted to bypass the traditional political process of being nom-

inated as a front runner of the Democratic Party by buying his way into the position, had 

failed miserably.  

It was revealed on March 23rd, 2020 that this man had spent over $935 million on his failed 

campaign! This I find to be an absolute waste of money that could have been spent better 

for this nation.  

 

 

 



 

 

This man was quoted as saying that technology is where the money is and his comment of 

farming was so uninformed and ignorant, “farming, what is there to it? You dig a hole and 

throw a seed in the ground”, is not only shocking, but also so typical of a big city dweller 

that it illustrates how clueless many people are about how food production is planned and      

carried out in the United States! How much more the former “savior” of the city of New 

York (as his ads made him out to be) could have done by caring for and supporting those 

who work in the Midwest and on the East and West in farming? After all, where does he 

think his bread, milk, eggs, cheese and countless other items come from? He too will stand 

before God (as we all will) and when he is asked, like all in this world. St. Matthew 25:35-40 

“Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to 

drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 

You? When did we see You sick or in prison and go to visit You? The King will reply, “Truly I 

tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 

did for me.” 

These words again echo from Martin Luther, in the earlier pastoral perspectives of rather 

than running away in times of disaster to face it, stand firm and trust in God at all times, 

Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your hearts and lean not on your own under-

standing; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 

Recently one of the highest religious leaders in the Christian world has addressed the pan-

demic and the reality that they have even closed all their churches locally by orders of their 

bishops, was quoted as saying, “If you can’t go to confession, take your sorrow directly to 

God. Speak directly to God, Your Father and tell Him the truth and say Lord, “I did this, 

this.....and you will receive forgiveness.”  Interestingly enough a little monk/ priest realized 

that over 503 years ago by reading and studying the Holy Word of God aka The Holy Bible! 

At this time of trial and tribulation THIS IS WHERE WE MUST TURN TO THE HOLY BIBLE!   

Since so many of us are at home and have some free time on our hands, this is then how 

we should be using it to our benefit to get closer to God. 

 



 

PSALM 91 

 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.” 

For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 

He will cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you will find refuge; His faithful-

ness is a shield and buckler. 

You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence 

that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come 

near you. 

You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. 

Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place-the Most High who is my refuge- no 

evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent. 

For He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 

On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. You will 

tread the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 

Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him because he knows 

My name. 

When he calls to me, I will answer him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.  With 

long life I will satisfy him and show him My salvation” 



 

LENTEN SERVICES FOR 2020 AT FLC 

 

February 26th– Ash Wednesday Service with Holy Communion at 7 PM 

 

March 4th– evening service of Compline at 7 PM 

 

March 11th– evening service of Compline at 7 PM 

 

March 18th– evening service of Compline at 7 PM 

 

March 25th– evening service of Compline at 7 PM 

 

April 1st– evening service of Compline at 7 PM 

 

April 5th– Palm Sunday Service with procession and Holy Communion 

 

April 9th– Maundy Thursday Service at 7 PM with foot washing and Holy            

Communion 

 

April 10th– Good Friday Service at 1 PM and at 7 PM 

 

April 11th– Easter Vigil at 7 PM 

 

April 12th– Easter Sunday service at 10 AM with Holy Communion 

 



 

GOD’S ACCURACY 

When GOD solves our problems, we have faith in HIS abilities. 

When GOD doesn't solve our problems, HE has faith in OUR abilities. 

One may observe God's accuracy in the hatching of eggs… 

·        those of the Canary in 14 days; 

·        those of the Barnyard Hen in 21 days; 

·        Eggs of Ducks and Geese in 28 days; 

·        those of the Mallard in 35 days; 

·        Eggs of the Parrot and the Ostrich hatch in 42 days. 

(Notice, they are all divisible by seven, the number of days in a week!) 

See God's Wisdom in the making of an Elephant… The four legs of this great 

beast all bend forward in the same direction. No other quadruped is so 

made. 

God planned that this animal would have a huge body… too large to live 

on two legs. 

For this reason He gave it four fulcrums so that it can rise from the ground 

easily. 

The Horse rises from the ground on its two front legs first. 

A Cow rises from the ground with its two hind legs first. 

How wise the Lord is in all His works of Creation! 

Each Watermelon has an even number of stripes on the Rind. 

Each Orange has an even number of segments. 

Each ear of Corn has an even number of rows.   



Each stalk of Wheat has an even number of grains. 

Every bunch of Bananas has on its lowest row an even number of Bananas, 

and each row decreases by one, so that one row has an even number and 

the next row an odd number. 

Amazing! 

There's more… 

The Waves of the Sea roll in on shore Twenty-six to the Minute in all kinds of 

weather. 

All Grains are found in even numbers on the stalks.. 

God has caused the Flowers to Blossom at certain specified times during the 

day. 

Linnaeus, the Great Botanist, once said that if he had a Conservatory con-

taining the right kind of Soil, Moisture, and Temperature, he could tell the 

Time of Day or Night by the Flowers that were Open and those that were 

Closed. 

The Lives of each of us may be ordered by the Lord in a Beautiful Way for His 

Glory, if we will only Entrust Him with our Lives. If we try to Regulate our own 

Lives, we will have only Mess and Failure. 

Only God, who made our Brains and Hearts, can Successfully Guide them to 

a Profitable End. 

When you carry the Bible, Satan has a Headache; 

When you Open it, he Collapses. 

When he sees you Reading it, he loses his Strength, 

and when you Stand on the Word of God, Satan can't Hurt you! 

And did you also know… 

Life without God is like an Unsharpened pencil - it has no Point. 

I pray God will bless you in ways you never even Dreamed. 



 

                                                                                                                

              

First Lutheran Church Family,  

                                 

I have missed you at our Sunday and Lenten Services.  Due to everyone being cautious right 

now, there are very few of us attending church.  Pastor Grewe is still working hard and I am 

enjoying his sermons.  They have been fantastic.  This past Sunday, our seminarian Justin 

Baker, helped with our service and gave a wonderful sermon. I look forward to hearing more 

of his sermons.  Please remember to continue your support with your monthly offering.  We 

still have our bills to pay. 

The wall on the stairs to the balcony has been painted.  It looks wonderful.  A big thank you 

to our elves who did this for us.  I can’t wait for us to get back to our regular attendance so 

that you can see the wonderful job and how much better the narthex looks. 

Heather Quedenfeld is still working hard on our fundraising.  Please contact her if you want 
to place an order.  We will deliver your order to you if you let us know ahead of time.  We 
are still planning on having our Yard Sale this summer.  Please continue to drop off your 
items.  If you are concerned for health reasons, you can come during the week when there 
are only a few people at the church.  Someone may be able to pick up your items, but you 
must contact the church to make arrangements. Please note that the church phone number 
remains the same but the office email is now:  secretary@flcwash.church   
I look forward to seeing everyone at church again.  Be safe and stay healthy. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Jennifer Black, FLC President 

mailto:secretary@flcwash.church


 

                                 March 21, 2020 

First Lutheran Church Family,  

Grace and peace to you from God the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit. 

As you are aware, we have been challenged by the roof issues of this beloved house of God for many years. We 

are now at a point with these recent massive rainfalls that the peak roof is not holding at certain parts. The slate 

roof is still holding! It is the peak roof, the masonry and the rubber roof over the school part of the addition that 

is in need of emergency repairs that can longer wait. 

After looking at bids and much research done by Mr. George Salvucci, we have found that we are looking at 

$60,000 dollars in repairs as the peak roof is already in a state of rotting wood for many years but just recently 

discovered and the rubber roof is beyond repair and needs to be completely replaced! 

We have chosen not to close our doors as of yet, but this means that many parishioners of this church will not 

be attending due to compromised immune systems and other health related issues, so we are unable to gather 

for an emergency congregational meeting.  That being said, Council has agreed to move forward with this      

project because our roof is in such terrible shape in certain places.  If we do not move forward, we may not be 

able to save the roof. 

The estimate for fixing the roof is $60, 000.00.  The roof(s) that need our attention immediately are the flat roof 

on the Sunday School wing, and the peaked roof that faces North Franklin Street, along with masonry work all 

around. 

That estimate is based only on what the contractors can see.  There may be additional damage that needs fixed 

which will not be discovered until the work is started.  Our Roof Fund has $13,724.75, and our Restoration Fund 

has $5,635.18, which brings us to a total available funds for this project to $19,359.93.  We need to secure a 

loan to cover the rest.  The good news is our slate roof is still in good order.  We are told that we should have 

about 10 years left on it before we may need to start repairs or have it replaced. 

Council is asking for your support on this project to save our beautiful church.   

We are blessed to have such a wonderful congregation who has always stepped up in our time of need. Right 

now, with attendance and offering down, we are struggling to pay our monthly bills, in addition to fixing our 

wonderful building.  Even though some of us may not be able to be present in the church in body, we are still 

there is Spirit by donating and keeping the church going through this very challenging time for us. 

Please pray for God’s Holy Church at this time. 

Yours in Christ, 
Jennifer Black, FLC President 



Safety  

Be confident that The Council and Staff are monitoring the current health situation 

and are taking all prudent steps to keep First Lutheran a safe and healthy place. If 

you have any concerns, please feel free to contact Any Council Member.  

Mark Black 

------------------------------- 

Technology 

Due to problems with changes in Comcast’s Business Technology Solutions, the   

Pastor and Secretary have new email address. The old ones will be monitored until 

the end of April, so please start using the new ones.   

Pastor Grewe:  revrob@flcwash.church 
 

Church Office:  secretary@flcwash.church 
 

These new addresses are provided by the NALC Network, the host of our website, 

which is: 

https://www.flcwash.church/   Please add this to your internet favorites. Updates 

and news about the church and services will be posted as soon as we can. 

LIKE US! on Facebook!  

Search for- First Lutheran Church Washington PA   

-OR-  

Follow this link: 

https://www.facebook.com/First-Lutheran-Church-Washington-PA-

100119231642143/?

modal=admin_todo_tour&notif_id=1584924531067216&notif_t=page_invite 

We don’t have a lot on it right now but, we are working on getting more content 

and connections. We will also be posting news and events there. We anticipate 

getting Worship Services put online for those that can’t attend. We may be posting 

links to YouTube but, hope to get the ability to Live Stream when the current           

situation returns to normal.  

Mark Black 

mailto:revrob@flcwash.church
mailto:secretary@flcwash.church
https://www.flcwash.church/
https://www.facebook.com/First-Lutheran-Church-Washington-PA-100119231642143/?modal=admin_todo_tour&notif_id=1584924531067216&notif_t=page_invite
https://www.facebook.com/First-Lutheran-Church-Washington-PA-100119231642143/?modal=admin_todo_tour&notif_id=1584924531067216&notif_t=page_invite
https://www.facebook.com/First-Lutheran-Church-Washington-PA-100119231642143/?modal=admin_todo_tour&notif_id=1584924531067216&notif_t=page_invite


Fundraising Update 

Blessings to all of you and prayers you are all staying healthy and well. 

 

Pierogie Fundraiser:  As I write this update, we are in the middle of our    

pierogi fundraiser for this spring.  The cost is $8.00 per dozen pierogies and 

the church keeps $3.50 of that.  We need to sell 100 packages of pierogies 

to meet our goal for this fundraiser.   

 

If you want to order some, please contact me at 

heather.quedenfeld@comcast.net or 724-263-3253 (call or text) by 

Wednesday evening March 25.  We are targeting delivery on Sunday    

April 5 after church.  If you cannot attend church due COVID-19 concerns, 

please let me know and we will take your pierogi order remotely and      

deliver directly to your residence. 

 

Upcoming Yard Sale:  We plan to have our yard sale in June.  As you are 

doing your spring cleaning this year, please think of us and donate items 

you no longer need for this yard sale.  

 

Thank you for continued support and interest in fundraising for the church, 

Heather Quedenfeld 

————————————————————————————————————- 

While everybody is looking for something to do this month- 

Soon we will have a space designated to collect up all your donated 

items.  

Also, this year we are doing a Used Book Drive to supplement our other 

fund raising. Books in good condition will be taken to one of several used 

book buyers, instead of being sold piecemeal at the yard sale.  

Jennifer Black 

mailto:heather.quedenfeld@comcast.net


 

 

WNALC—April 2020 

 

The WNALC wants to thank you for your donations to the water bottle       

mission we started last year.  We collected over $500 to be sent to the      

Mid-Atlantic Women’s Mission District to aid in drilling wells for areas in the 

world that do not have a clean water supply. 

 

We are asking you to continue saving your coins in a water bottle or small 

container, but we will keep the money in our church to be used for the roof 

repairs. The coins can be turned in to the church office, or given to Sandra 

Rae, Emogene Salvucci, or Linda Coleman, at anytime during the year. 

 

Thank you again for your gracious gifts! 

 

All activities for the women of the church for April are cancelled.  We are 

honoring the Governor’s request that we stay home. 

 

God Bless,  

Sonie Rea             



 



 

  



     

 April Lay Readers                        April Altar Flowers 

   5   Kimberly Grewe                               5   Palm Sunday 

 12   Kris Briggs                                        12    Easter Sunday  

 19   Heather Quedenfeld                    19    Patty Platts 

 26   Dennis Schmidt                              26    Linda Coleman 

     

 April Acolytes                                        

   5      TBD                                                       

 12      TBD                                                      

 19      TBD                                                     

 26      TBD                                                      

 

 April Ushers     

   5  K. Behrens; D. Looman; E. Oliver; H. Snyder 

 12  J. Hoffer; C. Krcil; R. Williams; N. & L. Williams 

 19  J. Luketich; S. Ringer; D. Schmidt; Z. Mason; M. Verderber 

 26  T. Bernhart; E. Goga; R. Johnson; J. Ulanich 

 

 April Altar Team                                     April Counters    

 Lisa Hager & Cristina Serbak                  5  V. Group, D. Bassi, J. Ulanich 

                                                                  12  J. Black, L. Coleman, S. Rea 

                                                                  19  K. Luketich, H. Quedenfeld,  

                                                                              J. Sabol 

                                                                  26  C. Group, D. Schmidt, L. Sten 



 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

1   Lindsay Mankey 

4   Ryan Bassi 

7   Sharon Battistone 

8   Joyce Streator 

       Tillie Shawin 

9   Chester Krcil 

10   Dorothy Dillemuth 

13   Carol Snyder 

15   Jonathan Luketich 

17   Denny Lacko 

18   Sally Lacko 

19   Caroline Quedenfeld   

21   Maria Sobocinski 

23   Kameryn Johnson 

24   Cara Group 

25   Rollin Swank 

       Douglas Mazzotti 

28   Keith Briggs 

29   Donald Hazlett 

       Richard Sabol   


