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Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior 

 Pastoral Perspectives for August 2019 

As we move into the dog days of summer with vacations drawing to a close and returning to 

work and places of education I was struck by recent reports that have come across as to what 

now deems us as Lutherans? 

What is a Lutheran? According to the definition it is, “Lutheranism is a major branch of western 

Christianity that identifies with the teachings of Martin Luther, 16th century reformer.” What 

made Luther unique was that he focused entirely on the Holy Word of God in the Holy Bible.  

This is where many Lutherans have departed greatly from the origins of the Lutheran Church. The 

divide between Lutherans churches in North America and across the world is becoming greater 

when it comes to what the church will stand for whether it be interpretation of scripture, if the 

Holy Spirit is male or female, the questioning of the Resurrection and the Virgin birth as well as 

sexuality, politics, economics or abortion.  The list of social agendas is long and devilish to lead 

the church away from its foundations on God’s Holy Word. The majority of these questions 

would not have been asked by Martin Luther in his time. To ask such questions would have been 

unthinkable and considered a HERESY! The testament of this is found in the three creeds of our 

church. 

Those who question the Word of God try to cover their tracks in the seminaries by saying that 

they are, ‘simply challenging students’.  Many pastors do not honor their ordination vows, which 

they made in God’s Holy Name, and do whatever their sinful heart desires while trying to justify 

their actions. This behaviour is unchecked because many Bishops consider themselves more as 

political leaders rather than spiritual leaders. The role of the Bishop is to be the pastor for the 

pastors and leader of the entire church. NALC has been blessed to have Bishop John as a faithful 

servant of Christ these last years. 

Historically,  the Lutheran churches in North America were ethnic churches from Germany, Fin-

land, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden and Norway to name just a few; these churches never had the 

powers of the Roman Catholic, Presbyterian or Episcopalian (Anglican) churches in society. Mar-

tin Luther warned of powers within the church and wrote that, “Whenever the church tries to 

change the state, the state will always win and if the state tries to change the church, the state 

always wins.”                                                                                            (continue on next page) 



Many churches want to be seen as being connected and active in the modern world but in doing 

so end up losing on the theological end (Biblical grounding) and simply end up focusing on being 

seen as relevant or becoming social justice warriors and thus forgetting why the church is even 

here in the first place! 

The role of the church in the world can be found in the great commission of St. Matthew 28, 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you”. This is the role of the church in the world that Jesus the Christ called the early disciples to 

follow and the torch has been passed down to you and I, as well! We are a church that belongs to 

the NALC and the core values of this Lutheran church body differ than other Lutheran churches 

since we are based being: 

Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded and Congregationally Focused. I would 

consider this to be a more Gnesio (genuine or authentic) version of the Lutheran Church that 

Martin Luther had founded. We need to be reminded that Luther called the church 

“Evangelische” or Evangelical Church. This is why we have the names the ELCA and the ELCIC 

here in North America. 

Luther never named the church after himself but that was the insult given to the early reformers 

that moved away or were excommunicated from the Church in Rome. That is why you see many 

of the early reformation churches named after their leaders such as Lutheran (Martin Luther), 

Calvinists (John Calvin), Mennonites (Menno Simon) Hutterites (Jakob Hutter) etc.  

In this day and age the church is only relevant, and a church, when it stands on the Word of God 

alone! This has caused division within the Lutheran churches across the world as everything and 

anything has now come up for debate and interpretation.  

At my seminary there was a professor, Rev. Dr. Freitag (aka Friday), who would listen patiently to 

the grand “delusions” of a students’  interpretations of Holy Scripture. When they finished he 

would say in his German accent, “Oh, Vas ya der Charlie?” We do not possess firsthand 

knowledge and insights of that time and can twist and turn God’s Holy Word to fit any agenda or 

to excuse our sinful lives. 

The reality is that none of us were there but we have the Word of God in the canonized Holy Bi-

ble to show us how we are to live, worship and walk in the ways of God through His Command-

ments and His Gospel. This is most easily seen in a red letter Bible that contain the quotes of Je-

sus throughout the New Testament.  

                                                                                       (continue on next page) 



 

We must always look to God’s Holy Word and stand for the answers whether that be acceptable 

or unacceptable to the world for we are to trust in God and God alone. 

I have included a 1930s cartoon titled, “The Descent of the Modernists”; this was a movement in 

the 19th and 20th centuries which tried to reconcile historical Christianity with the findings of mod-

ern science and philosophy.  It illustrates the descent towards agnosticism and atheism. This can 

be seen in the 21st century in some Lutheran Churches in Canada and the United States; this quest 

for relevance inevitably leading to no longer following God’s Holy Word.  

It is doubtful that Martin Luther could have ever envisioned that future seminaries would not 

teach the infallibility of the Bible, or would doubt that man is made in God’s image, or the exist-

ence of miracles, the virgin birth, the Deity of Christ, and the atonement and the Resurrection.  For 

if this is not true then we would all be lost! 

But thanks be to God we are not lost but found by His One and Only Son Jesus the Christ who is 

the Son of Man and Son of God and it is in Christ that we find our salvation. We are redeemed by 

Jesus who, on the cross, defeated sin, death and devil so that you and I can have a new life in Him! 

Standing firm on God’s Holy Word has never been popular or easy, Luther, Bonhoeffer, Niemoller 

and countless others, ourselves included, will suffer to some degree for standing fast on God’s   

Holy Word but by doing so we can take heart in the words of a little Lutheran hymn you may re-

member: “Let good and kindred go, This mortal life also; The body they may kill: God’s truth 

abideth still, His kingdom is forever!”   

In Christ Jesus 

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 



 



 

First Lutheran Church  

Annual Picnic 

 

When:  August 4th, 2019 

 

Time:  following the Holy Communion Service 

 

Where:   South Strabane Volunteer Fire Department             

    Station 2 at 172 Oak Spring Road. 

 

The Church will supply hotdogs and hamburgers as well as 

corn on the cob and bottled water. 

 

Please bring something to drink, a covered dish and your 

favorite games and we will have our fun filled bingo as well 

with prizes! Indoor washrooms are available. 

 

 



 

Sunday school Classes for September 2019 

 

As our summer will soon be coming to an end it is time for us to think of return-

ing to our Sunday school classroom and activities.  

Adult Sunday School classes and Young Adult classes will begin on Sunday 

Sept. 8th at 9:45 a.m.  The Young Adult classes will be held across the hall in 

the Pastor’s Library and media room. 

Children’s Sunday School classes will now take place during the regular 

church services on Sundays; the children will go to class after the children’s 

sermon. We still need volunteers who feel called to take on these roles. 

 

Confirmation Classes for September 2019 

This year our Confirmation classes will be held on Monday evenings from 6-8 

p.m. We have four students who will be attending Lauren, Lukas, Emily and  

Elijah. Our first class will begin on Monday Sept. 9th from 6-8 p.m. and I ask that 

you please use the side door on Franklin Street, closest to the church offices.  

 

 

Calling all Acolytes for September 2019 

Our acolyte teacher, Mrs. Cristina Serbak, is offering those of confirmation 

age and older (no age limits here) the opportunity to be active acolytes dur-

ing the service at First Lutheran Church. The first training class for all acolytes 

will be Monday Sept. 9th from 6 pm - 8pm. Please contact Cristina for more  

exciting details. 



 

The Adult Catechism Classes for September 2019 

The adult catechism classes (16yrs and older) will continue to take place on 

Tuesdays at 11 am and at 7 pm in the lounge area. All are welcome and we 

will be reviewing the summer read, “The Continuing Reformation” by Rev. Dr. 

E. Gritsch. Pastor still has extra copies if you wish to join the conversation on 

Sept. 10th. You have the opportunity to share your thoughts and opinions or 

just take it all in. 

 

Youth Group for September 2019 

The first youth group meeting for Sept. 2019 will be moved up to Sept. 20th 

from 7-9 pm as the pastor has a wedding in Canada and will be away from 

Sept. 27th-30th. 

Our FLC youth group will again be gathering on the last Friday of the month, 

when possible, from 7pm -9 pm (some events may be longer in time). It is pos-

sible that we may have a visiting student(s) from Europe assisting or partici-

pating in the youth events. 

Please come out and attend this first meeting as we will be planning out the 

year; we are open to hear what you would like to do as a youth group this 

year. 

 

Movie and a Meal for September 2019 

Movie and a meal begins again on Sunday Sept. 22nd after the service 

(pastor is away for a wedding in Canada on the last Sunday). Bring a snack 

and enjoy the show! 

On the last Sunday of each month after the service ends we watch a movie 

and share a small meal in the media room (coffee and water always sup-

plied). The movie themes are Christian based with the opportunity to share 

our reviews on the films. All are welcome! 



 

Coffee Hour at First Lutheran Church Sept. 2019 

 

September 1st following the Holy Communion service will be a special coffee 

hour as we will welcome our new music director Mrs. Bobbi Heastings to our 

church. Please join us in welcoming her. 

 

We will be again be having our coffee hour after the first Sunday service of 

the month which will follow the monthly Holy Communion service. There are 

no rules to this as you can bring anything from cookies to veggies and dip to 

the extravagant December collection that Pr. Rob and Kimberly like to share 

with traditional Advent treats from Germany. As they say, many hands make 

light work, so it is always better to pair up with others. 

 

So please, come and join us on the first Sunday of every month and enjoy 

hot coffee, a tasty snack and warm fellowship. 

 

Remember that on Sept. 1st services at FLC return to the 11 

am time!!! 



          

 

Like school, the church Sunday school programs are set to start back 

up in September. We are looking to rebuild our Sunday school for the youth. 

We plan to have the children present for the opening of the church service 

but after that, they will be taken to the Sunday school rooms. Sunday school 

will then take place the same time as church. We are in need of Sunday 

school teachers.  

The adult Sunday school starts at 9:50 to 10:45. We study the First read-

ing of the Old Testament, the Psalm of the day, the second reading of the 

New Testament, and the holy gospel. We would love to have many join us as 

we discuss what is read and preached in our church. 

We need more people to join the choir. The choir will be working with 

our new organist, Bobbi Heastings. The choir is excited to get started with 

Bobbi. Bobbie would like to get a children’s choir started again. The bell 

choir is also set to be back in action. Kris Briggs will be directing the bell choir.  

We would love to see more people join in.  

We also are looking forward to the startup of our study of the Lutheran 

Confessions given by Pastor Grewe.  As I have stated in the past, this is the 

most important and interesting study I have ever been a part of in my 75 

years as a Lutheran.  

Our dartball team is set to start playing in September. An official date 

will soon be announced. We can always use more players as we visit and 

play against other churches. Come give it try and grow with our team.  

 

Dennis Schmidt 



 

Safety Brief July 2019 

 

 At the end of June, we hosted police & safety Officers from the City 

and County giving a presentation on Place of Worship A.L.I.C.E. (Alert, Lock-

down, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) procedures.  We had 33 people from First 

Lutheran and 5 other city churches attend. 

 There are also new signs posted throughout the church for handicap 

access, exits and other safety concerns. 

 Please be mindful that the doors in the education wing (including  

handicapped door) will be locked before the start of the worship service. 

Please plan accordingly.  Please contact a member of the staff if you require          

assistance in this matter. 

 On June 30th we had a medical situation before the service.  I would 

like to commend everyone who acted quickly and helped.  I would like to  

encourage everyone to look around and inquire about our equipment and 

learn more about how to use it.  “Things like that” do happen here. 

Yours in Christ 

 

Mark Black 



 
 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE 
Jennifer Black 

  
Be sure to check out our website at https://www.flcwash.church/.    The news-
letters and calendars, plus other news are posted on the website.  You can also 
find information about VBS and other events.  Also, pictures of our Mother 
Daughter Banquet and Strawberry Festival are posted.  The website is a work in 
progress as I try to learn how to navigate and post items to various pages.          

Please check back to see what is new. 

  

First Lutheran Church | Washington, PA 
www.flcwash.churchFirst Lutheran Church is a 
Lutheran church in Washington, Pennsylvania, 
that is affiliated with the North American     
Lutheran Church (NALC). 

https://www.flcwash.church/
https://www.flcwash.church/
https://www.flcwash.church/


  
Confidence in Prayer 

August 2019 Thoughts 

  
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 

and find grace to help in time of need.                            Hebrews 4:16. 

 

     The country music star Vince Gill once gave a small concert in a high school 

gymnasium.  While he was onstage performing, a small girl made her way up onto 

the stage where she ran over to her daddy----Vince Gill-----who scooped her up in 

his arms. 

     That little girl was not intimidated by her father’s fame, the bright lights, or the 

adoring crowd.  She had every confidence that she was more important to her fa-

ther than anything else.  And she was right! That earthly illustration helps us under-

stand the words of Hebrews 4:16 --- we are exhorted to come boldly, with confi-

dence, to God’s throne of grace in prayer to “obtain mercy and find grace to help 

in time of need.”  It might be easy to be intimidated by the glory of God.  But He is 

our Father who welcomes us, His children, into His presence. 
 

Victory in Him 

     But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

     To first – century leaders in the Roman world, the imagery was familiar:  A victori-

ous Roman general returning from battle leading his soldiers and their captives into 

the city. Citizens lined the streets applauding while the aroma of celebratory in-

cense filled the air.  Paul uses that image to say that Christ leads His followers in a 

victory procession through every difficulty in life (2 Corinthians 2:14 – 15). 

 

     The Christian’s victory is through Christ.  The victory over the world, the flesh, the 

devil, and sin was won by the Cross and the empty tomb.  He did for us what we 

cannot do for ourselves.  We have victory now and for eternity only because of the 

victory Christ won for us.   Therefore, if we are to experience victory in this life, it will 

come only as we depend on Him.   As Paul wrote in Galatians 2:20, the life we now 

live is the life of Christ in us as we keep our faith in Him. 

 

     If you need a victory in your life, begin every day by renewing your faith in Christ 

in whom all our victories are to be realized. 

 

God bless. 

George Salvucci 



 

Thoughts and Tidbits 

August 2019 
 

Our sister in Christ, Joanne Reck has some thoughts she wished to share from 

her heart: 

I see God’s power  

In the lightning strike, 

And feel it in the 

Thunders roar, 

His voice still speaks 

In the whispering wind, 

As lifted birds toward  

Heaven soar. 

____ 
Advice from a Canyon 

 

Carve out a place  

For yourself, 

Aspire to new plateaus, 

Stand the test of time, 

Don’t get boxed in, 

Listen to the Voice of the wind, 

It’s OK to be a little off the wall, 

Reach deep. 

-------- 
Jesus Is Coming 

 

Jesus is coming--- 

He may come today; 

Are you ready and waiting---walking His way? 

Don’t be caught sleeping when Jesus appears; 

Your days will be spent shedding great tears. 

He wants to be with you and make you His own; 

His love will uplift you as He guides you home. 

Jesus is coming--- He may come today; 

Be ready --- He’s waiting --- He is the way. 

----------- 
 

 

 



What to Do with Worry 

 

Worry and Anxiety--- something we’re all too familiar with--- show up in our lives in various 

forms of stress and can take a quite a physical, emotional, and spiritual toll on us. Worry 

weighs us down and causes us to miss what God is doing around us. In his letter to the   

Philippians, the apostle Paul encourages us not to worry. He tells us:  

 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs, and 
don’t forget to thank him for his answers.”(4:6).   

 

Paul wants us to exchange the worry in our lives with thanksgiving and to do this by telling 

God about all of our concerns and then leaving them in His capable hands. The next time 

you find yourself worrying, mediating on these Scripture verses may help you give your  

anxious thoughts over to God. 

 

Give your burdens to the Lord. He will carry them. He will not permit the godly to slip or 

fall. (Psalm 55:22) 

Will all your worries add a single moment to your life?  (Matthew 6:27) 

Come to me and I will give you rest—all of you who work so hard beneath a heavy yoke. 

Wear my yoke—for it fits perfectly—and let me teach you; for I am gentle and     

humble, and you shall find rest for your souls; for I give you only light                        

burdens.” (Matthew 11:28) 

 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart! And the peace I give isn’t fragile 

like the peace the world gives. So don’t be troubled or afraid. (John 14:27) 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts….And be thankful. (Colossians 3:15) 

May the Lord of peace himself give you his peace no matter what happens. The Lord be 

with you all (2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

 

Scripture verses are from The Living Bible. 

*Portion of this message are from Our Daily Bread Ministries                Donna Bassie 



 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 Since late 2018, we have hired an accountant named Melanie to assist 

with recording transactions and paying checks.  She has done so by using a 

new computer software which allows Dennis and I to perform the usual 

Treasurer duties, but at a faster pace than before.  The software also allows 

us to create more detailed reports that cover the church’s financial activity.  

This way we can be more informative on said activity and how much money 

is in the church’s different funds. 

       Erik Maust 

 

————————————————————————————————————— 

WNALC 

 

 The WNALC will not have a Circle meeting in August due to the church 

picnic. 

 Billie Sue Serbak is leading a group of women to put together a scrap-

book of activities that depict life at First Lutheran.  We hope to have it read 

for the Mission District Meeting on September 28.  The scrapbook will remain 

at the church to share with all members and perspective members to show 

our many activities. 

 We thank everyone who donated or helped the women for the yard 

sale. 

 The time will soon be here to plan our fall activities. 

 Enjoy the summer! 

God Bless, 

Sonie 



WNALC—AUGUST  2019 

 

Dear Congregation, 

 As you know, the WNALC District Meeting will be held at the First        

Lutheran Church on September 28, 2019.  All ladies are welcome to attend. 

 For this occasion, I’m doing a scrapbook with a group of women.  I’m 

asking the congregation if they wouldn't mind sharing some of your pictures 

of activities in church.  If you want your pictures back, please put your name 

and phone number on the back.  You can send them by e-mail to 

bsms48@yahoo.com or hand them to me in church.  When the scrapbook is 

done, it will go to the church.  I would like to thank you for your help.  It’s 

very much appreciated.  All pictures are welcome. 

Billie Sue Serbak 

What to send in (Pictures) 

Vacation Bible School   Mother/Daughter Banquet 

Shoe Boxes for Christmas   Christmas Helpers 

Church Picnics     Altar Guild 

Adult Catechism    Women’s Circle 

Mission for Hope in Ethiopia  District Support of 2 Pastors 

Men’s Dinner     Strawberry Festival 

Confirmation Tea    Lenten Lunches 

Local Women’s Shelter   Coffee Hour 

Holy Communion    Yard Sale 

Movie and a Meal    Youth Catechism Graduation 

Disaster Relief     Youth Group 

Altar (Easter, Thanksgiving,   Church Groups 

       Christmas} 

Blessing of Marriages    Baptism 



MUSIC NOTES from Bobbi Heastings 

Hello to all at the First Lutheran Church! 

 It has been an absolute joy to be a part of your worship services.  Such a beautiful 

place to praise God through music.  The Holy Spirit is surely present here in this sanctuary 

each Sunday.  You all have made me feel so welcome, it has immediately made me 

feel very much at home.  A thanks to all of you for your hospitality. 

 To give you a little background…. I graduated from Washington High School and 

had the pleasure of accompanying the chorus for Mr. Herbert Ostrander who I think may 

have been a director at the Lutheran church at that time.  My piano teacher was Ann 

Weber, also from Washington, who left an indelible mark on my playing that lasts to this 

day.  I received a bachelor’s degree in music education from West Chester University in 

Pa. and have taken graduate courses at Duquesne Univ. and West Virginia Univ.  I taught 

in the Washington School District for 33 years and retired in 2005.  During that time I       

directed the middle school chorus and also a number of musicals with my friends on the 

staff.  What fun we had! I was an organist and choir director early on in my career, serv-

ing at St. Mary and Ann Catholic church in Marianna for 12 years and at the 3rd Presby-

terian Church in Wolfdale for 14 years.  So as you can see, music and I have a thing     

going on! 

 I am happily married to Dick Heastings who some of you may know as the       

Washington Middle School band director and assistant director for the high school band.  

We will celebrate our 25th anniversary this September.  We have 3 children; Joanna    

Dragan Zollars, Stephen Dragan and Jim Heastings; two grandchildren, Ian Zollars, 5 years 

old who we have the pleasure of babysitting when he isn’t in school and Amelia     

Heastings, an upcoming senior at Seton Hill College in Latrobe.  We have been blessed! 

 The choir loft seems to be beckoning for the choir members to file in on Sunday 

mornings!  I am anxious to meet the choir and hope that there will be more who will want 

to sing with us as well.  Don’t be shy! I would like to meet the adult choir briefly in the 

choir room after the service on August 11 and begin choir practice on the 18th at 9:00. 

(45 minutes) I know some of you might have vacation plans on those dates. If so, please 

let me know.  We will start regular rehearsals on the 25th. 

 I would also like to start a children’s choir if there is enough interest.  A date and 

time will be forthcoming.  If you have a child who is interested in singing, please send me 

an email (barbara_heastings@comcast.net) or stop by on a Sunday morning. 

 Enjoy these last days of summer, 2019.  May the Lord keep you safe as you travel in 

August and bring you back home to worship with us again. 

Blessings upon blessings to you all,  Bobbi Heastings 

 



 August Lay Readers                                August  Altar Flowers 

  4    Dennis Schmidt        4  Quedenfeld 

11     Sonie Rea                                         11   Antilla 

18    Kyle Glozier                                       18   Sarver 

25    Kimberly Grewe                                25  Billie Sue Serbak 

 

August Acolytes 

   4    Lillah Clark, Caroline Quedenfeld, and Emily Buel 

 11    Lyndsay Berry and Brice Berry 

 18    Maria Sobocinski and Andrew Serbak 

 25    Collin Berry and Maria Sobocinski 

 

August Ushers 

   4     K. Behrens; D. Looman; E. Oliver; H. Snyder 

  11    J. Hoffer; C. Krcil; R. Williams; N. & L. Williams 

  18    J. Luketich; S. Ringer; D. Schmidt; Z. Mason          

  25    T. Bernhart; E. Goga; R. Johnson; J. Ulanich 

 

August Counters 

  4   Bassi, Schmidt, C. Group   

11   Briggs, Luketich, Zimmerman 

18   Black, Group, Williams 

25   Chadwick, Rea, Sabol 

 

August Altar Team 

Linda Coleman and Billie Sue Serbak 



AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

 1         17  Kay Rush  

 2                                                              Jason Webeck 

 3                                                         18   

 4                                                         19  Terence Serbak 

 5                                                         Jill Sabol 

 6  Samantha Sakerka                      20 

     Holly Rea                                       21  Karen Stofan 

 7                                                               Jared Battistone 

 8                                                         22 

 9                                                         23  Rick West 

        10  Ernest Oliver                                       Amie Buel 

        11  Michelle Burbank                        24  Michelle Bartanus 

        12  Lori Goga                                     25 

              Anne Belski                                   26 

        13                                                         27 

        14                                                         28  Richard Johnson 

        15                                                         29  Delores Stebella 

        16                                           30  Andrew Sabol 

           31  Linda Nickles   

                                                                           Myra Bernhart 


