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 Grace and peace to you from God the Father of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit. 

 Something Kimberly and I have enjoyed seeing since we arrived in 

South Western Pennsylvania, is people having candles (electric/battery   

operated) in their windows, whether it be lighting up a historical home or a 

modern home, the light shining in the darkness is such a welcome sight! 

 The candles in the windows always remind me of the Light of Christ 

that shines in the darkness of this world. 

 We too put candles in the windows of our home and the light shines in 

the darkness of these winter nights.  Martin Luther’s favorite Gospel was St. 

John’s Gospel, and the reason being is that it is the one of the four that     

focuses completely upon the fact that  salvation can only come to us 

through God the Father’s One and Only Son Jesus the Christ!  

 There is an illuminating theme throughout St. John’s Gospel about light 

verses the darkness, good versus evil.  I love the opening of the Gospel of St. 

John 1:1-5, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were 

made through Him, and without Him was not anything made.  In Him was 

life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it.” 

 Since I have been the chaplain of the South Strabane Fire Dept., and 

now also the chaplain of the Washington County Sheriff’s Dept., I witness 

people living in the darkness more than following in the Light of Christ in our 

community! 

   



 As baptized members of the Body of Christ who have been adopted  

into God the Father’s family, we are called in our baptism, as the candle is 

presented to the newly baptized “Let your Light so shine before others that 

they may see your good works and glorify Your Father in heaven.” (Page 231 

ELW) 

 We are called to walk in the Light of Christ always.  Martin Luther called 

us to be “little Christs” which entails a life having a free, easy quality, filled 

with happiness even when plagued with the suffering that comes from being 

a Christian (LW, Vol. 24, page 230 Complete Sermons, Vol. 3/2, page 257).  

That’s why Luther wants us to look at our jobs/calls as good things - a chance 

to serve God and other people (LW, Vol.35, pages 40-41). 

 No matter what our calling is in life, whether it is a calling as a pastor or 

a plumber, we are called to shine the Light of Christ in the world wherever  

we go and in whatever we do: at work, home, or play, we must continue to 

offer people the Light of Christ in the darkness of this world. 

 We must also never lose hope in God  because we have the Word of 

God with us and we know the Truth that Jesus Christ is the Light of world and 

it is His Light that shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it 

and NEVER will! 

 2019 has not begun as a happy and joyous year for many in the church 

and outside the church.  Now, more than ever in the early days of the year, 

we need to be the Light of Christ in the world; as Luther said “be little Christs 

in the world” 

 How you and I are called to the be Light of Christ in the world, will be 

the call of the Holy Spirit upon us as we walk as children of the heavenly     

Father in the Light of His Son Jesus Christ.  May the Holy Spirit guide us as we 

fulfill our call as baptized members of the body of Christ, shining our light into 

the darkness of this world and following Jesus Christ in all we do and say in His 

name. 

Amen 

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 



Farewell and God’s Speed 

 

 The pastor and council of First Lutheran Church have received the     

resignation of our Brother in Christ, Chris Gosnell, as he and his family will be 

making their way to Texas for greener pastures.  I can honestly write this 

statement about the weather since we are actually colder than Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, Canada for the last two days! 

 Chris and his family have played a large part in the life of the church by 

worshiping, sitting on council and volunteering inside and outside the church 

community! 

 I know we will all sadly miss them but know that God has a plan for 

them in the Lone Star State.  God bless you all and keep you in His grace, 

mercy and love now and forever.  Amen 

 We also have changes on our council with Pres. Bob Tracht, secretary 

Judy Sarver and council member George Salvucci, all completing their time 

on council and allowing others to come in and continue the work of God’s 

holy church. 

 As the pastor of FLC these last four years I know we would not be in the 

Light of Christ if it wasn’t for the many hours and hard work that Chris, Bob, 

Judy and George have put in all these years!  Our church is grateful for all 

the good works you have done to glorify God in the world! 

 God has also blessed us with new candidates from our pews who       

already have done years of service behind the scenes quietly to glorify God 

in all they do and say.  We welcome new council members Larry Sten, Rick 

Williams, Jennifer Black, and Erik Maust as our new treasurer and our FLC 

Safety Coordinator, Mark Black. 

 May this new year of 2019 allow us to better serve God in the church 

and in the  community.   In Jesus’ name we put our trust and pray 

Amen  

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 



 

LENTEN SERVICES FOR 2019 AT FLC 

 

March 6th– Ash Wednesday Service with Holy Communion at 7 PM 

 

March 13th– 11:55 AM Suffrages with luncheon after and evening service at 7 PM 

 

March 20th– 11:55 AM Suffrages with luncheon after and evening service at 7 PM 

 

March 27th– 11:55 AM Suffrages with luncheon after and evening service at 7 PM 

 

April 3rd– 11:55 AM Suffrages with luncheon after and evening service at 7 PM 

 

April 10th– 11:55 AM Suffrages wth luncheon after and evening service at 7 PM 

 

April 14th– Palm Sunday Service with procession and Holy Communion 

 

April 18th– Maundy Thursday Service at 7 PM with foot washing and Holy            

Communion 

 

April 19th– Good Friday Service at 1 PM and at 7 PM 

 

April 20th– Easter Vigil at 7 PM 

 

April 21st– Easter Sunday service at 11 AM with Holy Communion 

 



 

 

PARTNERSHIP IS RELATIONSHIP 

 

 

 The apostle Paul knew the importance of partnership in the Gospel.  For 

Paul, it went past social status, political ties, or religious backgrounds, and into 

Gospel community and relationship.  Simply, Paul viewed partnership as      

relationship.   

 

  In Philippians 1:3-6, Paul spoke with the church at Philippi and said,  "I 

thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine, 

for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the  

Gospel from the first day until now.   And I am sure of this, that he who began 

a good  work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ."   

 

 To the church in Thessalonica, we were ready to share,  "So, being       

affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the 

Gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very clear 

to us." (Thessalonians 2:8).  

 

 Paul, in speaking with the church at Ephesus, encouraged them by    

saying. "Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  To 

that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 

saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth 

boldly to proclaim the mystery of the Gospel, for which I am an ambassador 

in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak." (Ephesians 6:18-20)  

 

 As Lutherans, we partner with local churches in the community for 

equipping disciples and engaging the lost,  may we boldly persevere in     

carrying out the Great Commission, striving side by side for the faith of the 

Gospel. 

 

Dennis Schmidt  



EVANGLISM REPORT 

WHAT KIND OF SAVIOR IS HE? 

John 6:47-51, 60-66 

 

 “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.”  

John 6:66 

 

 Last year, friends, family (including my First Lutheran family), and I prayed for 

the healing of my brother-in-law Sean, who was battling early dementia. We knew 

God had the power to do this, and we asked Him to do so every day. We had 

seen Him work in the past and believed He could do it again. There were days we 

saw astonishing miracles, and we rejoiced. But Sean died 4 months after being  

diagnosed. Some would say that was “the ultimate healing”, and in a way it was. 

Still the loss hurt us deeply. We wanted God to heal him – but for reasons we 

couldn’t understand, no miracle came.  

 People suffer loss every day. For some like me, it is the death of a loved one. 

For others, it could be the loss of one’s health, a job, financial security, or the   

fracturing of a relationship. Regardless of the type of loss, it hurts us deeply and we 

find it difficult when the miracle we are looking for doesn’t arrive. 

 Some people followed Jesus for the miracles He performed and to get their 

needs met. Some simply saw Him as the carpenter’s son, and others expected 

Him to be their political leader. Some thought of Him as a great teacher, while 

others quit following Him because His teaching was hard to understand. 

 Jesus still doesn’t always meet our expectations of Him. Yet, He is so much 

more than we can imagine. He’s the provider of eternal life. He is good and wise: 

and He loves, forgives, stays close, and brings us comfort. May we find rest in Jesus 

as He is and keep following Him.  

Thank you, Jesus, that You are the kind of Savior we need.  

Wrap us in Your love and bring us confident rest in You. 

Donna Bassi 

 

* Excerpts from Our Daily Bread Devotional 



1st Lutheran Evangelism Report 

February 2019 

 

 
 Here we are into the New Year.   Last month, we spoke briefly about guardian   

angels, and how God sends His angels to encourage, guard, protect, and deliver His 

messages to us.  

 

 Martin Luther described angels as; “An angel is a spiritual creature created by 

God without a body for the service of Christendom.” 

 

 Why Study Angels in the Bible?- David Jeremiah of Turning Point Ministries suggests 

five reasons to delve into what the Bible says about angels. 

 

 First, the study of angels reflects God’s creative genius.  When God created the 

living order, He did so with tiers of authority.  When He made Adam and Eve, for           

example, He place them over the world of plants and animals.  Above the humans are 

the angels, for Psalm 8:5 says of man, “You have made him a little lower than the         

angels.”  Above the angels is God.  One of the most remarkable statements about the 

incarnation of Christ is that He was made “a little lower than the angels” by His birth in 

Bethlehem; but following His ascension to heaven, He was “crowned with glory and  

honor” (Hebrews 2:7-9).  There is order to all God has made, and we properly under-

stand our universe only by appreciating the creative genius with which God made it. 

 

 Second, the study of angels reflects the two-fold reality of God’s universe.  When 

God created reality, He established two zones----the physical and the spiritual realms.  

Colossians 1:16 says, “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.  

All things were created through Him and for Him.” 

 

 Atheism and secularism discount the reality of the invisible sphere, which leads to 

moral chaos and endless despair.  Followers of Christ, however, “do not look at the 

things which are seen, but at the things that are not seen.  For the things which are seen 

are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal” (Corinthians 4:18). 

 One day the physical and spiritual realms will merge.  God will “gather together in 

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth----in 

Him”  (Ephesians 1:10). 

 

 Third, the study of angels reflects God’s holy nature.  The angels of God surround 

His throne, crying, “Holy! Holy! Holy!”  They are His worship leaders, adding majesty and 

energy to the endless praise occurring before Him.  That’s why images of the cherubim 

filled the tabernacle and temple, reminding the priests of the actual presence of     

actual angelic hosts around the throne. 

 

  



 

 Fourth, the study of angels reflects God’s care for us.  In ways beyond our present 

knowledge, the angels of the Lord encamp around us to help and deliver us (Psalm 34:7), 

for He gives His angels charge over us (Psalm 91:11).  The angels are ministering spirits sent 

to serve us (Hebrews 1:14).  They are extensions of God’s love, care, grace, and guidance 

upon our lives even when we’re unaware of their presence. 

 

 Fifth, the study of angels anticipates God’s eternal heaven.  It’s astounding to think 

we’ll be living and working alongside angels throughout eternity.  Revelation 22 ---the last 

chapter of the Bible---has two verses about this.  Verse 3 says of God’s children, that we will 

serve Him throughout eternity.  And verse 9 describes angels as fellow servants with us.  Im-

agine spending eternity fellowshipping and serving alongside the angels in the new heav-

ens and new earth.  That’s the kind of anticipation that fires us up! 

 

 Majestic Messengers -   How do messages get from one nation to another in our 

modern world?  Of course there are hi-tech services:  emails, cables, faxes, and so on.  But 

when the head of one nation wants to send a message to the head of another nation----a 

formal message carrying the full authority of the sending head of state----they call on their 

ambassador.  The message is carried through the embassy system countries have in other 

countries all over the globe.   It’s the same in heaven.  God is the head of state and He 

sends messages via His angel-ambassadors.  

 

 Missionary Messengers – Literally speaking, angels are missionaries---in the sense that 

they are “sent ones” (the meaning of the word apostle).  Just as the apostles were sent by 

Christ into all the world with the message of salvation (Matthew 28:19 – 20), so angels are 

sent into all the world with God’s messages for mankind.   

 

 Messages of calling. Gideon was called by an angel to be the deliverer of Israel 

(Judges 6:11 – 14). 

 

 Messages of caring.  Angels were sent to Sodom to deliver Lot and his family. 

(Genesis 19:1-11). 

 

 An angel brought a message of consolation to the exiled Hagar and her son 

(Genesis 24:7). 

 

 Messages of corroboration. An angel went before Abraham’s servant to guide him 

to the one who would be the wife of Issac (Genesis 24:7). 

 

 Messages of commission.  An angel mediated God’s commissioning of Moses in the 

burning bush and when he was commissioned on Mount Sinai to deliver the Law to Israel 

(Acts 7:35-38). 

 

 Messages of clarification.  An angel was sent to clarify for Daniel the meaning of a 

vision.  The messenger-angel was delayed three weeks while fighting a demon angel who 

tried to prevent God’s angel’s mission to Daniel.  The angel only succeeded because he 

was aided in the fight by Michael the archangel (Daniel 10:12-14). 



 

 Messages of confirmation.  Peter was jailed for preaching the Gospel and an angel 

freed him (Acts 12:7-11). 

 

 Messages of comfort. Angels ministered to Jesus after His forty days in the wilder-

ness and during His agony in Gethsemane (Matthew 4:11; Luke 22:43. 

 

 Messages of critique.  King Herod Agrippa I was struck down by an angel for taking 

to himself glory that belonged to God (Acts 12:23). 

 

 It is no small thing when an angel reaches its destination and delivers its message.  

The frequent first words of the angels are, “Fear not” ---- and for good reason.  It’s hard to 

imagine the pure majesty that is revealed to those who receive one of God’s messages 

via His heavenly messengers. 

 

      You and I may never see an angel in person until we reach eternity.  But God has 

revealed His purposes through them frequently enough to know that they are all around 

us doing His bidding.  We need to live with biblical awareness of the domain of angels 

and how God uses them to minister to us and bring us His messages.  Make sure you have 

incorporated angels into your biblical worldviews. 

 

God Bless, 

 

George Salvucci 



 

1st Lutheran 

Thoughts & Tidbits 

February 2019 
 
 
 

 Here we are, still relishing the beautiful Christmas holidays, and          

continuing into the new year with our resolve set to fulfill our New Year        

resolutions (with the help of God, and much prayer).  I just saw a church sign 

that read: “Daily Devotions Are Much Easier To Keep Than Yearly                 

Resolutions.”  Regardless, our goals are set, our minds are focused, and we 

are all ready to meet the New Year. 

 

 Our Sister Joanne Reck has sent some thoughts and tidbits for the New 

Year: 

 

The Lord is good…. 

Blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him 
Psalm 34:8 

 

Let all that you do 

Be done in Love. 
Corinthians 16:14 

 

Life isn’t always easy----The right ATTITUDE makes 

ALL the difference. 

 

“Be slow to speak, Quick to listen, 

Slow to anger.” 
James 1:19 

 

…..God will meet all your 

Needs according to his glorious 

Riches in Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:19 

 



WNALC—February 2019 

 

 The women will have no circle meetings in January and  February.  It 

has been decided to forgo the cold months and meet in July and August   

instead.  We will continue to meet the last Thursday of the month unless it    

interferes with something else (Thanksgiving).  For any questions call Sonie or 

Emogene. 

 

 We have an ongoing collection of items for the NALC warehouse; new 

or used bibles, house wares including dishes, school supplies, even furniture 

and working appliances.   However, since we have no place to store the 

large items at the church,  if you could keep them until we are making a trip 

to the Ohio warehouse, it would be appreciated.   

 

 Sally Lacko has continued to make beautiful quilts and slippers  which 

have been welcomed by those who have lost so much in natural disasters.   

 

 Thank you for your ongoing attention to the needs of others.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church Council will meet on Wednesday, Feb. 13th at 7 PM. 

Youth Group will meet on Friday, Feb. 22nd from 7PM - 9PM. 

Adult Catechism  meets on Tuesday, at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM; you may 

choose which time is best for you. 

Adult Choir practice is on Sunday’s at 9:00 am.  Everyone is welcome to join 

the choir! 

Bell Choir practice is on Thursday’s at  7:00 PM.  Everyone is welcome. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

New Address:  Sherman and Joanne Marker            724-228-4716 

                          239 Conger Road 

                          Prosperity, PA 15329 



Greetings Church Family! 

     Gift Cards 

             We will continue our Gift Card program through Great Lakes Scrip. Gift Card orders 

are due the last Sunday of the month. Please consider joining us in this fundraiser! The 

cards can be used for your own personal use for places such as WalMart, Giant Eagle and 

Bob Evans just to name just a few!  

      Support Our Church Gift Cards 

             We will also continue with the Support Our Church gift card program! If you are  

interested, forms are available. The way this program works, is that you would pick which 

card you would like to donate to the Church - - Lowes, Staples, WalMart or Home Depot. 

Give whatever amount you would like and the card will be purchased for the Church. The 

card value is $25.00, if you want to donate $25.00 that is fine. However, if you wish to      

donate $5.00, that is great too! We will hold the money until we collect $25.00, then we will 

order. The Church benefits in two ways, one is that we get the profit from the card         

purchase and the other is that we have the gift card to use for the Church! This is what is 

called a win-win! 

       Supply on Hand Gift Cards 

             We have a supply of gift cards available for on-the-spot purchase! See the     

Chadwick's if you are interested in purchasing! 

       Sarris Easter Candy Fundraiser 

               We will be participating in a Sarris Easter Candy Fundraiser. Please consider asking 

your friends and family if they would like to order some delicious candy! More details to  

follow! 

       Cookbook- - Volume 2 

               We still have cookbooks available for $15.00 each. If you would be interested in 

taking a few to sell, please see the Chadwick's. 

     Please note: we will not be hosting a Spring Vendor Event this year. 

Blessings! 

Kim  (724) 777-3981 



 

SAFETY REPORT 

 

 On December 17th, I met with the owner of Progressive Mobility to     

discuss options for replacing our Handicapped Ramp. 

 

 He said that there was no practical solution to the issue.  While there are 

hydraulic and electromechanical Vertical Platform Lifts on the market for 

home use in the $5,000—$10,000 range, we would not be allowed to install 

one since we are technically a commercial site.  They are also not licensed 

to do that type equipment installation.  The state considers any type of lift to 

be an elevator, with all the extra fees and inspections.  A commercial unit 

would be in the $60,000+ range and the hardware would take up most of the 

stair well. 

 

 He said the ramp, as it is grandfathered-in, because it predates the    

applicable laws and should not be removed.  He recommended refinishing 

the surface with new friction material and raising the side walls with 2’ x 6’s.  

Powerchair wheels are designed to drive over obsticles the height of the   

current side walls. 

 

 On December 24th, the Christmas Eve service proceeded without       

incident.  All the doors were locked, and access was restricted to the front 

doors.  Individuals arrived well before the service and gained access through 

the handicapped entrance, which was unlocked upon their arrivals.  Both 

departed by the rear doors immediately after the service and the doors 

were secured. 

                                                                                 



 

 The Washington PD was asked earlier to increase their presence during 

the service.  An officer arrived at 10:50 pm and parked across from the main 

entrance for 20 minutes.  Other drive-bye’s were made at 11:40 pm and    

midnight.  

 

 The building was secured and vacant by 1:30 am. 

 

Mark Black 

Safety Coordinator 



ETHIOPIA 

 

This is an update of Embracing Hope:  At the last minute, the Ethiopian 

government reversed its approval for the addition of Grade 4 to our school.   

EHE staff worked to find schools for our Grade 4 students to attend.  These 

children were the first to come to the EHE daycare in 2011.  They all have 

continued to receive support – in the form of school uniforms and supplies, 

lunches, and after school tutoring, as well as spiritual ministry and social work 

with their families. 

If you followed the saga of the shortage of propane in Ethiopia, you 

know that the cooks of EH spent almost 6 months preparing 3 meals daily for 

350 kids and adults, over an open fire.  Propane is FINALLY available, more 

expensive than before, but available!  The cooks now have the  “luxury” of 

not cooking outside in the smoke and the rain. Thanking God for their      

perseverance and for His provision.   

A total of 16 EHE moms have received training and micro-grants in the 

past few months, enabling them to start business ventures.  Although the 

grants are small, by Western standards – 2000 Ethiopian birr ($74 USD) – each 

woman can procure equipment and the inventory she needs to start selling 

injera,(bread) or coffee and tea, or fruits and vegetables, or small        

household items.  One more step self-sufficiency and independence from 

Embracing Hope and a huge boost in confidence and dignity. 

Twelve families recently left the EHE program.  They have become 

economically self-sufficient, and no longer need the servicers of EHE.  PRAISE 

GOD!  Individual sponsors are being contacted to encourage them to shift 

their sponsorship to another family in need. 

Jerry Shannon has turned over his job as EM Managing Director to    

Anna Ralph, but continues to be on the Embracing Hope Board of Directors.  

Jerry encourages sponsors to continue their support to this organization that 

touches over 300 children and families every day and has faithfully shared 

the love of Jesus, in word and deed.  This is a life saving, life changing        

organization.                                                                                                                                   

Jerry and Christy and their family are adjusting to living in the United 

States after living in a third world country since 2009.  They trust in God and 

know that he is preparing them, and will plant them again, in the place 

where He wants them. 

Linda Coleman 



 

     February Lay Readers              February Altar Flowers 

      3rd    Kimberly Grewe                     3rd    Maust’s 

     10th   Dennis Schmidt                     10th   Dave Looman 

     17th   Kris Briggs                         17th    

     24th   Kyle Glozier                            24th   Bob & Anneliese Christian 

        

      February Acolytes 

      3rd      Alexander Chadwick, Andrew Serbak and Emily Buel 

     10th    Brice Berry, Caroline Quedenfeld and Maria Sobocinski  

     17th    Lillah Clark and Nathaniel Black  

     24th    Lyndsay Berry and Collin Berry 

       

      February Ushers                                                                                  

       3rd     C. Gosnell; J. Luketich; S. Ringer; D. Schmidt  

     10th     T. Bernhart; E. Goga; R. Johnson; J. Ulanich 

     17th     N. Bassi; R. Phillips; J. Sakerka; D. Wheeler 

     24th     K. Carl; C. Group; C.R. Group; G. Salvucci 

       

      February Altar Team        

      Emogene Salvucci & Amy Pascuzzi 



 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

1    Robert Gosnell                                                

4    Alissa Hixson 

5    Patricia Platts 

6    Dr. Angelica Houston 

10    Brice Berry 

15    Robert Fritz 

17    Alan Sten 

        Debbie Hoffer 

20    Billie Sue Serbak 

        Sharon Maust 

21    Michelle Williams 

24    Anneliese Christian 

25    Sonie Rea 

28    Donald McWreath IV 

 


