
MUSIC HISTORY 

Charles Francois Gounod   was a famous French composer and had a 
strong influence on the French composers of late 19th century. He was best 
known for his Ave Maria, Faust (an opera) and Roméo et Juliette (an opera). Ro-
méo et Juliette Gounod’s very romantic and highly melodious work that was 
premiered in 1867. 

Charles François Gounod was born in Paris in 1818. His mother, who was his first 
piano teacher; was a pianist and his father was a draftsman. Gounod was natu-
rally gifted child and showed his first musical talent under the tutelage of his   

         mother. After that Gounod entered the Paris Conservatoire and studied under                                             
         Fromental Halévy. 

Gounod wrote his first opera, “Sapho” that was based on the play by Goethe, in 1851. Although it was 
not very successful but it still considered as Gounod’s best-known work. Gounod’s earlier work included 
an improvisation of a melody over the C major Prelude (BWV 846) from The Well-Tempered Clavier, to 
which Gounod set the words of Ave Maria. Gounod also wrote Inno e Marcia Pontificale in 1859, that is 
now became the official national anthem of the Vatican City. 

Gounod won the Prix de Rome for his cantata Fernand in 1837 and returned to Paris in 1843, after get-
ting wide knowledge of earlier and contemporary music and stared working here, as an organist. In Paris, 
Gounod achieved considerable success in the theatre due to his most successful opera namely; Faust in 
1859. 

Gounod’s opera ‘Faust’ got the widest influence over many artists due to its heroic characterization and 
urging freedom from conventional restraints. Gounod's this opera was mainly concerned with Faust's se-
duction of Marguerite, who was the prey of the devil Mephistopheles. In the beginning, Faust faced con-
troversy but it was minor. Many critics considered Faust as a great advancement over Gounod's previous 
works. 

Similarly, Gounod's Roméo et Juliette got a great fame among François’s composition. Gounod’s Roméo 
et Juliette was composed on an operatic version of Shakespeare's play, staged in Paris in 1867. 

Later on, he went to Italy for studying Palestrina music. Here he generated religious music of the six-
teenth century. Most of his French songs were tined with the characteristics of Victorian era and present 
the setting of Victorian drawing- room. 

In 1870, Gounod faced unprofitable interruption due to Franco- Prussian War and he went to England due 
to uncomfortable political situations and spent a period over there. In England Although Gounod’s talent 
putted influence over English vocal music and composed music to suit English sentimental taste but his 
work was not too best. Much of Gounod's music that was composed in England was vocal or choral in na-
ture. 

Gounod's also composed church music which were excessively sweet. Most of Gounod’s church music 
purely religious music, but not intended to compose for church use. This was composed for Ave Maria 
and was derived from the first Prelude of Bach's 48 Preludes and Fugues. 

Gounod also wrote two symphonies which was his Petite symphony of 1885. Later on, he wrote Saltarello 
(an Italian dance akin to the Tarantella) in the same year. The recordings of Gounod’s best symphonies 
includes; the Orchestre national du Capitole de Toulouse and Sir Neville Marriner. 

In the beginning of 1848, Gounod thought to return in his civil life with his early religious impulses, and 
wrote much on religious music. He began the compose "Messe Solennelle", which is also best known as 
the "Saint Cecilia Mass". Later on, Gounod’s "Messe Solennelle" which first performed in London in 1851; 
became very popular and raised Gounod’s reputation as a noteworthy composer throughout the world. 
This great French composer died on 18 October, 1893 at Saint-Cloud in France. 
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Pastoral Perspectives for June 2017 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit. 

Recently our church president Bob Tracht brought in an article that covered the question, “Why do 

people attend church?” The author directly went to where most people’s thoughts go and that is 

to the music; to be entertained. However, the Gallup poll showed that the vast majority of Ameri-

cans who are Protestants (of which we Lutherans are the original Protestants) stated that it is the 

importance of sermons based on the scriptures and connections to daily life rated the highest at 

83%! For Roman Catholics the importance of the sermon being based on the Word of God and it’s 

relation to their daily lives is at 62%. 

I remember watching the documentary many years ago called “Hanged on a Twisted Cross, The 

Life, Convictions and Martyrdom of Dietrich Bonhoeffer”. In my humble opinion this is the best ever 

documentary ever produced on the amazing Lutheran pastor! At one part in the documentary Pr. 

Bonhoeffer was preaching from a Lutheran church in Berlin 1933. While it was being broadcast 

across Germany  he said these words “and from the pulpit faith in God will be preached, any other 

faith must stay away”. At that point the live broadcast was cut by the censorship of the govern-

ment! I don’t need to tell you by whom. 

My favourite professor at LTS Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen once shared an experience with me where he 

once heard that a pastor was preaching and preaching on everything and anything and one day he 

arrived to find a note on the pulpit saying “Pastor we want to hear about Jesus”! I found a similar 

note on the pulpit at the Lutheran church in Monongahela. It was left for all visiting pastors to be 

reminded of what they are called to preach and teach according to the Book of Concord and their 

ordination vows.  

As we move out of Easter, Jesus Christ risen from the tomb will remain to be proclaimed by your 

pastor and by our trusty lay pastor Judd Lacko always! 

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 
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Don’t Worry 
 
In reading from Matthew 6:25, we should not worry about life, what we will eat or 
drink, nor about our body, what we wear or put on. 
 
There are all kinds of “daily bread” that can be here today and gone tomorrow: money, 
house, cars, possessions, jobs, health, and more.  In fact every tangible thing in our life 
is something we have no ultimate control over.  These are things Jesus said we should 
never spend time and energy worrying about ---which makes perfect sense.  Why wor-
ry about those things over which we have no control? 
 
The one thing that cannot be taken away is the only thing we need going forward into 
the future:  our faith and the intangible values (perseverance, hope, and the like) that 
arise from our faith.  The apostle Paul confirmed the necessity of faith:  Moreover it is 
required in stewards that one be found faithful” (Corinthians 4:2). 
We are stewards (slaves) of the God who has bought us for Himself.  Our provision is 
His “worry,” not ours.  He has promised to meet the needs of those who love Him.   
 
Don’t worry about tomorrow, Jesus said. Trust your heavenly Father with the faith you 
can never lose. 
 
God Bless 
George Salvucci 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Embracing Hope Ethiopia 

Embracing Hope Ethiopia will be visiting First Lutheran Church on June 20, 2017.  Pastor is hoping 

to invite all the Mission Districts WNALC to our church which would make it easier on the family 

and since both First Lutheran Church and our Mission District WNALC all support the same cause, 

we can work as one in this ministry.   

Pastor Rob 

 



VBS presents 
a Mighty Fortress 

 
 This year’s VBS “Mighty Fortress” will be held on July 17 through the 23rd.  Please print the 
sign-up form in this newsletter to register your child/children/grandchildren for this exciting and fun-
filled week!  Please use one form for each child.  You may return them to the office, Michelle Wil-
liams, or Amie Buel.  If you cannot print the form, we will have them available, soon.  Also, there 
will be a registration form at the door during VBS. 
 We are still seeking volunteers that can help that week.  If you can donate any time to volun-
teer for VBS, in any capacity, we would be very grateful!  Again, please see Michelle Williams or 
Amy Buel if you are interested.  AND!  A BIG “THANK YOU” to all of those who have already vol-
unteered their time and talents! 
 
God Bless you!  Michelle Williams 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE  
 
Greetings All, 

 I hope that you are having a blessed Easter Holiday!  I have recently visited the local dollar 

store, and found so many wonderful things for children, that I thought that it would also be an ad-

vantage to us at First Lutheran to begin to fulfill our Operation Child gift lists too. 

 To give you some ideas, I took several photos of items around the store:  Cups with straws, flip

-flops, hats, t-shirts, childrens’ dishware, etc. 

 Please consider picking up a few items if you have the chance.  If you can, please buy items in 

5s or 10s .  They do not have to match or be identical! 

 The manager told me that more flip-flops will be out the week after Easter.  She also recom-

mended that people can go to www.dollartree.com and shop online.  As long as your order is shipped 

to the store for pick-up, shipping is free! 

 I will have a Christmas decorated box in the office where you may place your donations.  If 

you have any other questions or suggestions, e-mail me at michellea.w64@gmail.com. 

Blessings Always, 

Michelle Williams 

 

WNALC 

 The Mother/Daughter Banquet was a great success.  A delicious dinner was 

followed by an entertaining portrayal of Mrs. Noah by LuAnn Baker. 

 Pastor Grewe’s waiter and clean up crew did a wonderful job.  The ladies truly 

had a night out.  We thank you all very much. 

 We are looking forward to Sunday, June 11 when we will hold our Strawberry 

Festival after Sunday service. 

 The Circle meeting will be held Thursday, June 29 at noon in the social room. 

 Michele Williams wil lead our lesson on Martin Luther.  Hostesses will be  

Gertie Sten and Kris Briggs. 

 We welcome all women to join us for food and fellowship. 

God Bless, 

Sonie Rea 

—————————————————————————————————————-- 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
Congratulations to Erik Maust on his graduation May 5th from Robert Morris Univer-
sity with a Master’s degree in “Information Security and Assurance”. 
 
—————————————————————————————————————-- 
 

Mission District Summer Youth Camp July 24th-27th 

St. Thomas Church grove (near Hooversville PA),1341 Ridge Road.   

$40.00 (meals included) New showers installed at facility for 2016, Tent and sleeping bag re-

quired. 

July 24th – Dedication of our official Mission District NALC Camp 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report 

Chris Gosnell 

June Lay Readers            June Altar Flowers 

  4th   Kimberly Grewe                      4th     Sarver’s 

 11th  Jill Sabol                          11th     Tracht’s 

 18th  George Salvucci                   18th     Larry Sten & Olivia Lyons  

 25th  Dennis Schmidt              25th     Kathleen Black      

June Acolytes                                 June Altar Team        

   4th  Josh Hoffer & A.J. Chadwick                    

 11th  Isabella & Matthew Mazzotti 

 18th   Nathaniel & Wesley Black 

 25th  Logan Williams & Ashley McCartney                                             

June Ushers 

   4th   N. Bassi; R. Phillips; J. Sakerka; D. Wheeler 

 11th   K. Carl; R. Fritz; C. Group; C.R. Group; T. Wright 

 18th   C. Burda; A. Chadwick; M. Mazzotti; G. Salvucci; J. Sarver 

 25th   K. Behrens; T. Fritz; D. Looman; E. Oliver; H. Snyder 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

6/2     Michael Goga    6/16     Emily Flowers  6/30     Diane Antila 

6/3     Ashley Burbank   6/18     John Rush 

6/4     Richard Allinder      Elizabeth Insana 

6/6     Janet Fischer    6/19      Larry Sten 

6/7     Esther Sten       Penny Wetzel 

6/8     Rori Popovich    6/20      Nathaniel Black 

           Thomas Reihner   6/22      Betty DeGiovanni 

6/9     Linda Platt    6/23      Jon Kobuchi 

           Leo Shawin    6/24      Terry McNiff 

           Elizabeth Gosnell       Sherman Marker 

6/12   Jean Kobuchi        Jackson Quedenfeld 

            Chris Gosnell        6/25       Bette L. Johnson 

6/13   Betsy Bassi    6/26       Linda Coleman 

6/14   Kevin Serbak    6/27       E. Matthew Lucas 

6/15   Linda Headley    6/28       Mary Kay McDonald 

            Mark Verderber   6/29       David Andreetti 

  Robert Tracht       Austin Forsberg 


