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 Pastoral Perspectives for February 2018  

 Grace and peace to you from God the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in 

the Holy Spirit. 

 Recently my better half Kimberly told me that she had read of two clergy members 

who, though they swore an oath, “to tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help 

me God”, did the opposite! 

 I think the days of Perry Mason are long behind us now and, clergy are only flesh 

and blood human beings after all, so it may not seem as any shock to hear of such things 

happening in today’s world.  With the countless law and crime shows that bombard us on 

the television these days we have become somewhat immune to hearing the truth and the 

consequences of lies. 

 In our morning adult catechism class we have just finished the Lord’s Prayer in      

Luther’s Small Catechism.  We forget that Luther found the churches of his time ignorant 

in their knowledge of the Word of God and His holy sacraments!  The very reason why he 

penned the Kleines katechismus was to teach the people and the clergy.  This is the book 

that our confirmation students study and memorize (which is also the book Luther read 

every day of his life for every year!)  Many pastors, when he first penned this treasure of a 

better understanding of God and His Word, read it and left it on the shelf to collect dust.  I 

think our world today is no different because we can see that if clergy are willing to put 

their hand on the Bible and lie under oath before God then many have forgotten what kind 

of impact this has on the person! 

 In the 8th Commandment God spoke, “You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbour”.   The answer to God’s commandment Luther wrote was, “We should fear and 

love God that we may not deceitfully belie, betray, slander, or defame our neighbour, but 

defend him, think and speak well of him, and put the best construction on every-

thing.” (Page 235 Concordia, The Lutheran Confessions). 

 How different is Luther’s understanding and how it is in contrast to the world we 

live in today.  We should of course be shocked that anyone would lie under oath for the 



penalty for perjury is great in the civil court of law. 

 Growing up I used to enjoy watching the western series, “The Rifleman”; a series 

where a widower and his son ranch out in Texas.  The challenge for Lucas McCain is the situ-

ations that he gets into and the consequences of always having to be honest and truthful no 

matter what the outcome, good, bad or ugly.  I like the show because there are no gray are-

as, life is black and white, just like the television series.  There is only the truth or lies.  Light 

and darkness. 

 Perjury, we all know, is a serious crime and on television and in reality we have seen 

people get away with it and we have also seen people go to prison for it, that is the reality 

of this world! 

 Yet, what I found so terribly disturbing about the news that Kimberly read was the 

fact that not only was the 8th Commandment broken but also the 2nd Commandment, “You 

shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain”.  What does this mean?  Luther 

penned, “We should fear and love the God so that we may not curse, swear, use witchcraft, 

lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give 

thanks.” (Page 318 Concordia, The Lutheran Confessions) 

 The ancient woodcut that accompanies the 2nd Commandment is that of “The son of 

Shelomith is stoned for blasphemy” (Lev. 24) 

 This is the real disturbing reality that haunted my thoughts that a ‘man of God’ would 

go into the civil realm of the court system and blaspheme God!  To insult God, show con-

tempt to God, or show a lack of reverence to God for this means one is condemned in St. 

Mark 3:29 and this is where we see that blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is not only unforgiva-

ble but it is an eternal sin!  I doubt that any Christian that swears on the Holy Bible really 

understands what eternal condemnation they are doing to themselves by lying while 

putting their hand on the Bible and making the oath to God! 

 As we move towards the Season of Lent maybe we should all pull out and dust off our 

Small Catechisms that we had been given in our youth and follow what Martin Luther did 

and make it part of our daily reading.......who knows re-reading it may even save us from 

ourselves? 

 In Jesus’ name we need to trust and pray.......truthfully. 

 

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 





 

Finney Appeal to the Congregation 

 

On October 4, 2017, a Hearing was held before Church Council on charges 

that Dennis Finney exhibited behavior “…grossly unbecoming a member of 

the Church of Christ, or persistent trouble-making in this congrega-

tion.” (Constitution 15.01).  Finding cause, Council voted to exclude Mr. Fin-

ney from Congregational membership (Constitution 15.03 c.  Mr. Finney then 

exercised his right to Appeal this action to the Congregation (Constitution 

15.04).  On Sunday January 21, 2018, a Special Congregational meeting was 

convened to hear his Appeal.  A motion was made to approve the action 

of Council.  It was seconded.  After discussion, a secret written ballot vote 

was taken.  The vote was 65 in favor of the motion, 4 opposed.  Thus was Mr. 

Finney excluded from the Congregation. 

 

Robert R. Tracht 

 

 



 

1st Lutheran Evangelism Report 
February 2018 

 
I was reading from a book loaned to me by our sister Janet Fischer, about “Revealing the 
Mysteries of Heaven”  -- by David Jeremiah.   The book was wonderful, and studied a great 
deal in the book of Revelations, about our invitation by Christ to join Him in His Father’s 
House in New Jerusalem.   
 
Chapter 7,” Worship in Heaven”, covered some instances, that I had only heard of once 
before, but had details of these events actually happening……..: 
 
As REVEREND JACK ARNOLD, 69, WAS GIVING THE Sunday morning sermon at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church in Oviedo, Florida, he quoted the thoughts of John Wesley, the eight-
eenth-century revivalist, that we are “immortal” until our work on earth is done; but as 
soon as we’ve finished our earthly work, the Lord will take us home.  Arnold then said, 
“And when I go to heaven……” He grabbed the podium and slumped to the floor.  Parish-
ioners rushed to his side, but he died instantly from an apparent heart attack in the middle 
of his sermon about heaven. 
 
I don’t know how to explain the phenomenon of preachers who die while preaching about 
heaven, but it happens periodically.  Reverend L.L. Langstroth, a Congregational pastor in 
the 1800’s who is also renowned as the “Father of American Beekeeping,”  died just as he 
began his sermon on the love of God, on October 6, 1895.  Reverend Darryl Edwards, 55, a 
beloved Methodist pastor in Goliad, Texas passed away while warning his listeners to be 
ready to meet the Lord at any moment. 
 
To Dr. Jeremiah’s knowledge, the most dramatic such scene occurred on September 22, 
1967 at Wheaton College in suburban Chicago.  Dr. V. Raymond Edman, a revered Christian 
educator and devotional writer, had returned to campus after an extended illness to 
preach in the auditorium named after him --- Edman Chapel.  His subject was “The Pres-
ence of the King.”   
He began by telling of an invitation he once received to visit Haile Selassie I, the king of 
Ethiopia.  He described in detail the preparations and the protocal that preceded his visit, 
and spoke of the sense of majesty he felt upon pausing, bowing, and waiting to see if he 
would be allowed to proceed.  It was a regal, glorious, intimidating but wonderful experi-
ence, one that Edman treasured.     Then Edman shifted gears and told the students: 
 
But I speak primarily of another King.  This chapel is the house of the King.  Chapel is de-
signed to be a meeting on your part with the King of kings and the Lord of lords Himself.   



 

To that end, chapel is designed for the purpose of worship…..Chapel is to be a time of wor-
ship, not a lecture, not an entertainment, but a time of meeting the King.  Coming in, sit 
down and wait in silence before the Lord.  In so doing, you will prepare your own hearts to 
hear the Lord, to meet with the King.  Your heart will learn to cultivate what the Scripture 
says, “Be still and know that I am God.”  Over these years I have learned the immense value 
of that deep, inner silence as David, the king sat in God’s presence to hear from him…….. 
 
A moment later, Edman collapsed in the pulpit and went instantly into the presence of the 
very King of whom he was speaking.  I’m sure you can feel my heart when I earnestly tell you 
that, being a preacher and pastor myself (David Jeremiah), I would count it an honor to be 
called home while preaching ---- particularly while preaching on the subject of heaven.  Im-
agine ----moving from earthly worship to heavenly worship without skipping a beat! 
 
Something like that happened to the apostle John, but in this case he didn’t die in the pro-
cess.  In Revelation 1:10 - 11, he wrote, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard be-
hind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and 
the Last…..”    He turned to see who was speaking, and he said, “I saw seven golden 
lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with 
a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.  His head and 
hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire” (Revelation 1:12 
– 14). 
 
“All the praise and glory to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, thank you Lord, for our oppor-
tunity of eternal life with you and our loved ones forever, please Lord, keep us always ready, 
that at anytime, we may be called to join you in heaven”.      Amen. 
 
 



WNALC—February 2018 

 

 The Lenten Luncheons will begin on February 21st after the 

noon service.   Please join us for the Worship Service and the lunch-

eon. 

 Circle meeting is on Thursday, Feburary 22nd.  Leader and 

Hostess will be Sonie Rea. 

Coming Events 

June 10th—Strawberry Festival 

July 29th—Church Picnic 

Sept. 17th—Men’s Dinner 

Oct. 21st—Fall Festival 

Nov. 18th—Thank Offering Sunday 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Youth Group Youth Group will meet on Friday, Feb. 23rd from 7PM - 

9PM. 

Adult Catechism  meets on Tuesday, at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM; you 

may choose which time is best for you. 

Adult Choir practice is on Wednesday’s at 7:00 PM and Sunday’s at 

9:30 am.  Everyone is welcome to join the choir! 

Bell Choir practice is on Thursday’s at  7:00 PM.  Everyone is wel-

come. 

 

 



YOUTH GROUP 2018 

Greetings to you all, young and old!  Our youth group has met and 

we have planned the year ahead.  As you can see, we will be very 

busy and not only learning more about God, but having fun while 

doing it!  If you know of any youth that may be interested in joining 

our merry little band of youth, we welcome them with open arms. 

Blessings in Christ Jesus, 

Pr. Rob :) 

Feb. 27th—First Lutheran Church, 7PM—9PM Art Thief and party 

March 23rd—Clue game based on the Bible and games night with 

snacks. 

April 27th—Pirates game?  Depending on the 2018 schedule? 

May 25th—Mini golf? 

 



SUPPORT OUR CHURCH 

GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER 

2018 

Objective: 

• Ask the congregation for a donation to allow us to buy Gift Cards through                  

         Great Lakes Script for church use. 

• The money collected would be used to buy Gift Cards for: 

          - WalMart ~ Pastor Needs, cleaning supplies, office supplies, kitchen  

     supplies and maintenance supplies. 

      -  Staples ~ office supplies. 

  -  Lowes/Home Depot ~ maintenance or building supplies. 

Benefit: 

• Extra “cash on hand”, no need to wait for a check. 

• Our church benefits in two ways:  1) profit from purchase of Gift Card 

through Great Lakes Script, 2) having the Gift Card to use for Church 

needs. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STEWARDSHIP EVENTS 

2018 

TENTATIVE 

January 28, 2018—Gift card orders due 

January 28, 2018—Support Our Church Fundraiser 

February 11, 2018—Sarris Candy orders due—Easter 

February 25, 2018—Gift card orders due 

March 25, 2018—Gift card orders due 

April 21, 2018—Vendor Event                                        (continue on next page) 



April 29, 2018—Gift card orders due 

May 27, 2018—Gift card orders due 

June 16, 2018—Yard Sale 

June 24, 2018—Gift card orders due 

July 29, 2018—Gift card orders due 

July 29, 2018—Church Picnic (basket raffles) 

August 26, 2018—Gift card orders due 

September 22, 2018—Vendor Event 

September 30, 2018—Gift orders due 

October 28, 2018 Gift card orders due 

November 25, 2018—Gift card orders due 

November ?, 2018—Sarris Candy orders due—Christmas 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 



Richard Wagner 
Composer 

 

 

Richard Wagner, in full Wilhelm Richard Wagner, (born May 22, 1813, Leipzig 

[Germany]—died February 13, 1883, Venice, Italy), German dramatic composer and 

theorist whose operas and music had a revolutionary influence on the course of West-

ern music, either by extension of his discoveries or reaction against them. Among his 

major works are The Flying Dutchman (1843), Tannhäuser (1845), Lohengrin (1850), 

Tristan und Isolde (1865), Parsifal (1882), and his great tetralogy, The Ring of the Ni-

belung (1869–76). 

ALSO KNOWN AS 
Wilhelm Richard Wagner 

BORN 

May 22, 1813 

Leipzig, Germany 

DIED 

February 13, 1883 (aged 69) 

Venice, Italy 

NOTABLE WORKS 
“Der Ring des Nibelungen” 

“Parsifal” 

“Siegfried Idyll” 

“Die Walküre” 

“Götterdämmerung” 

“Lohengrin” 

“My Life” 

“Opera and Drama” 

“Rienzi” 

“Tannhäuser” 

SUBJECTS OF STUDY 
Germanic religion and mythology 

music drama 

FOUNDER OF 
Bayreuth Festival 

https://www.britannica.com/art/music-drama
https://www.britannica.com/place/Leipzig-Germany
https://www.britannica.com/place/Germany
https://www.britannica.com/place/Venice
https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Der-Ring-des-Nibelungen
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Parsifal
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Siegfried-Idyll
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Die-Walkure
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Gotterdammerung
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lohengrin-opera-by-Wagner
https://www.britannica.com/topic/My-Life-by-Wagner
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Opera-and-Drama
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Rienzi-opera-by-Wagner
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Tannhauser-opera-by-Wagner
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Germanic-religion-and-mythology
https://www.britannica.com/art/music-drama


 

     February Lay Readers              February Altar Flowers 

      4th        Kris Briggs                             4th    Bob & Anneliese Christian  

      11th      Emogene Salvucci           11th    

      18th      Lisa Hager         18th    

      25th      Sonie Rea                25th    

        

      February Acolytes 

      4th      Bailey DeWalt, Matthew Mazzotti, Emily Buel 

      11th    Andrew Serbak & A. J. Chadwick 

      14th    Andrew Serbak & A. J. Chadwick 

      18th    Ashley McCartney & Brice Berry  

      25th    Rexanna & Caroline Quedenfeld 

 

       

      February Ushers                                                                                  

      4th      K. Behrens, T. Fritz, D. Looman, E. Oliver, H. Snyder 

      11th    J. Hoffer, C. Krcil, R. Williams, N. & L. Williams 

      18th    C. Gosnell, J. Luketich, S. Ringer, D. Schmitt  

      25th    T. Bernhart, E. Goga, R. Johnson, J. Ulanich 

       

      February Altar Team        

      Emogene Salvucci & Amy Pascuzzi 



 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

1  Robert Gosnell                                               20   Billie Sue Serbak 

2  Alice Chapman                                                    Esther Finney 

3  Kevin Bednarski                                                     Sharon Maust 

     Jacob Finney                                                  21    Michelle Williams 

     Mark Griffith                                                    24    Anneliese Christian 

     Janell Blasco                                                  25     Sonie Rea 

5  Thomas F. Wright                                           28     Donald McWreath, IV 

      Patricia Platts 

      Albert Eiben, Jr. 

6   Dr. Angelica Houston 

8   Jason Debnar 

9   Angellina Warnick 

15   Robert Fritz 

       Kristina Pollo 

17   Alan Sten 

      Debbie Hoffer 

      Nicole Weaver 

 


