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Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior 

 Pastoral Perspectives for April 2018  

 Grace and peace to you from God the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in 

the Holy Spirit. 

As you are all well aware, we are celebrating Easter Sunday on April 1st this year!  No joke! 

The time will also be moved an hour ahead to 10:00 am.  No joke! 

April is a time when we all look forward to Spring and warm weather, but as I am writing 

this, we are already under three inches of snow!  Kimberly and I were able to celebrate 

our 25th Wedding Anniversary in Germany last year in Advent, during the 500th Anniversary 

of the Reformation, which was very special to us both.  The latest picture up in my office, 

over my right shoulder, is a photo of a small bedroom that is focused on a simple chair and 

writing desk with sunlight pouring into the windows. The desk and chair belonged to Rev. 

Dr. Dietrich Bonhoeffer born Feb. 4th, 1906- died April 19th, 1945.  It is difficult to put into 

words my feelings as I toured the Bonhoeffer Haus in Berlin and spoke with the pastor who 

was living there with his family.  To see and to touch the writing desk of such a powerful 

Lutheran theologian since Martin Luther was a humbling experience for me; so much so 

that I didn’t take as many photos as I usually do when we travel.  I found the silence in the 

room to make it a sacred place. 

Speaking to a retired pastor recently he pointed out how so many Lutherans, and Chris-

tians in general, admire Jesus but are less likely to follow Jesus.  It’s easy to see why, as 

Rev. Dr. Nestigen says, “to follow Jesus, you have to look good on wood.”  April 19th will 

pass us by with little fanfare in the Lutheran Church but it is the day that the final orders 

were given to execute the last conspirators against Adolf Hitler from the “Abwehr” to over-

throw Adolf Hitler and the Nazi regime.  Few people took up this cause and those who did 

paid for it dearly with imprisonment, torture and finally with their lives.  The Bonhoeffer 

family lost sons and a brother in law to the Gestapo.  This left their elderly father, Dr. Bon-

hoeffer, to return to work and provide for the widows and their children.   

 

 



Rev. Dr. Bonhoeffer wrote, “when Christ calls a man, He bids him to come and die”; to die 

to the earthly desires and wants of this world and all it’s possessions that end up pos-

sessing us instead!  To take up the cross and follow Christ is not for the faint of heart, that 

is why there are so many more admirers of Jesus than there are followers, because of the 

cost of discipleship that is asked by Jesus when we follow Him.  Sadly, many Lutherans 

don’t even know who Dietrich Bonhoeffer was or what he did in his short life as a pastor 

and professor in the Lutheran Church.  While writing this perspective, I glanced at my pas-

toral desk diary 2018:  the April 19th date remains empty, but the Pastor who replaced 

Martin Luther, Johannes Bugenhagen on the 20th and Theologian Anselm of Canterbury on 

the 21st are both clearly marked.  It may be because it was a dark time for the Lutheran 

church from 1933-1945 in Germany, that many wish to sweep it under the rug and just 

move on as the expression goes.  We as Lutherans have to accept the good, the bad and 

ugly of Luther’s writings and the history of the Lutherans as well.  This may be, in part, the 

cross that we must bear as Lutherans who no longer admire Jesus from a distance but in-

stead forces us to get our hands dirty. 

When I left the ELCIC church in Canada I did so when the Canadian Bishops remained si-

lent on the issue of heretical pastors who wrote and proclaimed from the pulpit that Jesus 

never rose from the dead!  Not sure how they actually celebrate Easter Sunday, but that is 

their problem.  This was my last straw for me as my letters were ignored by the powers 

that be in the ELCIC.  So Kimberly and I had to look for a new church body that actually be-

lieved in the Word of God, had to sell our home, give up both our jobs, leave our families, 

our friends, our colleagues and move to begin our lives all over again.  The only piece of 

paper that I left on my desk as I closed the church office door behind me was a poem by 

Rev. Dr. Bonhoeffer titled, “Who Am I?”  Following Christ and taking up the cross is never 

easy for it will cost us dearly in our lives, but to be honest with you there is no other place 

I would rather be than at the foot of the cross of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  For it 

doesn’t matter what happens to us here as we journey through the good, the bad and the 

ugly times, in the end we know and trust that we are God’s children and His alone.  

Rev. Robert B. Grewe 



 

 

GOD 

Stills you 

Reassures you 

Leads you 

Enlightens you 

Forgives you 

Calms you 

Encourages you 

Comforts you 

 

 

Satan 

Rushes you 

Frightens you 

Pushes you 

Confuses you 

Stresses you 

Discourages you 

Worries you 



1st Lutheran 
Evangelism Report 

April  2018 
 
 
I was reading………..Every day, each of us has the opportunity of breaking barriers and living our dreams if 
we can learn the secret of getting in the game.  We may be nervous or young or inexperienced, but Jesus 
promised an abundant life----a life beyond amazing.  That means we must step up to the plate and trust Him 
to bless us in unlimited ways, despite our human limitations. 
 
You Have a God Without Limitations 
 
Though it boggles our minds, we must meditate on God as the Bible describes Him.  By definition, the con-
cept of God implies infinity.  Our God is boundless, immeasurable, inexhaustible, and unfathomable.  The 
Westminster Shorter Catechism says, “God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wis-
dom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.”     Notice these two words: Infinite. Eternal. 
 
The more frustrated we grow at our limitations, the more we need to do as Isaiah told his discouraged read-
ers:  “Behold your God!”  (Isaiah 40:9). Isaiah went on to exhort the Babylonian refugees who felt forsaken: 
“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the weak, and to 
those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall, but those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint”  (Isaiah 40:27 – 31). 
 
God Asks Us to Pray Without Limitations 
 
Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  Until 
now you have asked nothing in My name.  Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full”  (John 16:23 – 
24). 
 
That’s the very essence of petitionary prayer---we acknowledge God’s unlimited resources and appeal to 
the promises He has made.  We have a sacred invitation to bring our thoughts and dreams into the presence 
of God.  Jesus articulated that invitation in John 16:23 – 24: ‘In that day you will no longer ask me anything.  
I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.  Until now you have not asked for 
anything in my name.  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” 
 
 
We Should Live in His Limitless Nature 
 
As we learn to pray to our unlimited God we should learn to live in His limitless grace.  “God gives the Spirit 
without limit”  (John 3:34, NIV).  The Bible also says, “[He} is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory….”  (Ephesians 3:20 – 21, NIV). 
 
Review the verses I’ve quoted in this article, and offer a definite prayer right now, committing your need to 
Him and claiming His victory.  Ask for His Spirit without measure. 
                                                                                                                                               (Continue on next page) 



We have a choice----do we live within our limitation or do we tap into God’s illimitable grace through pray-
er?  Step up to the plate and get in the game.  Behold your God.  Learn to pray in faith.  Shift focus from 
your barriers to His boundless power, because when you desire a life beyond amazing, you’ll discover a life 
beyond limitations. 
 
God Bless. 
George Salvucci 

—————————————————————————————————————————- 

1st Lutheran 
Roof Report 
April 2018 

 
 
The roof(s) at 1st Lutheran, is stable, repair is ongoing, but kept up.  The condition of our main slate roof, 
the slate themselves have about another 12 – 14 years left in them. I believe the roof will reach it’s 100th 
birthday sometime in the next 7 – 10 years.  The repaired slate resulting in the chimney falling through the 
roof a number of years ago are of course newer than the original slate and look good.   
 
We did a lot of repair on both the main slate roof, and the rubber roof on the school this last season.  We 
updated and repaired old leaking flashing, we repaired the area which had been repaired when the chim-
ney fell through, as the wrong size slate had been used, way back at the repair date, we repaired over 150’ 
of seam on the rubber roof that had started to allow water enter the school building, we removed the old 
chimney that was unstable, about to fall again, and repaired and rebuilt a chimney.   We also repaired burst 
down spouting coming off the roofs and now have a yearly leaf and down spout clean-out program in place.  
 
There is ongoing repair to all our roofs, especially the rubber roof, that continues to be sliced and punc-
tured by our falling slate (result of rusting hangers), and the old building next door to the church, whose 
slate are failing, falling and hitting our rubber roof.  We need to rechaulk our coping stones, which allow 
water to run into the inner walls of our church, and are looking to do that this season, which is as soon as 
we can after we realized that this has to be done.   
 
This season there needs to be further repair on flashing, rubber roofing to be installed in the parapets, that 
need it, especially in the front one, above the main entrance that holds two air conditioner units.   
 
The numbers I have received on the “New Roof Fund”, which would go toward a new roof in 12 – 14 years 
is at $2,665.75. 
 
This season, we hope to repair the coping stones at the top of the walls of the church, continue to repair 
both roofs and continue working on  stopping the flow of water into the church through the roof system. 
 
God Bless, 
George Salvucci 

 

 



FLC President’s Perspective 

 

The study of the Lutheran Confessions given by Pastor Grewe is one of the most in-

formative and interesting studies I have ever been part of in my 75 years as a Lutheran. 

The hour long class goes by so quickly as Pastor Grewe gives us the rest of the story.  

Seems like no one ever wants to leave.  We are a class of 15 people with plenty of room 

to grow.  Everyone is welcome to come and sit in on these classes and see what they are 

all about and why I enjoy them so much. 

On another note, our dart ball team had a good year.  It was fun to watch us grow 

as a team.  We will be holding a practice session in early September (date to be deter-

mined) before the next season starts.  We can always use more players as we go and 

play against other churches.  Come give it a try and grow with our team. 

Dennis Schmidt, President  

—————————————————————————————————————- 

 

Six wonderful students.    

 

I have six wonderful students in my middle & high school Sunday School class.  They come 

as faithfully as possible.    I appreciate every one of them.   We start are lesson with the 

scripture of the day and try and bring it to today’s world.    We have fun and with the 

range of ages.  The older ones actually help the younger ones.   My question is why is are 

Sunday School attendance not higher.   I guess there are many reasons.  I was brought 

up through Sunday School and learned all my bible stories and songs.   With the recent 

passing of Billy Graham I was watching a clip of him and two of his close friends perform-

ing a song.   I thought this should be wonderful.  The song was This Little Light of Mine 

which they learned in Sunday School.    I have learned more about the Bible through at-

tending and teaching Sunday School.   My mother always told me if you are going to go 

to church well then you might as well get there for Sunday School, no excuses.    She was 

81 when she had to stop.  So I welcome everyone to our Sunday School.  No matter what 

age we will find a place for you.   God Bless.    

Jill Sabol   



STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

 

SUPPORT OUR CHURCH FUNDRAISER 

 I am so happy to report that through our Support Our Church Fund-

raiser we were able to purchase 8, $25.00, gift cards in January which totals 

$200!!!!.  The congregation was able to supply our Church with 4 Staples, 2 

Wal-Mart, and 2 Home Depot gift cards.  This is awesome! 

 

 This fundraiser will continue throughout the year.  Please consider do-

nating to a gift card purchase.  Any amount is appreciated. 

 

GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER 

 We are still accepting gift card orders.  These orders are due the last 

Sunday of every month.  This is a great way to support our Church!  These 

cards can be used for personal use or be given as gifts. 

 

SPRING VENDOR EVENT 

 We will be hosting another Vendor Event on April 21, 2018.  We have 

many wonderful businesses participating.  Come see what they have to of-

fer!  We will have a Basket Auction with donations from our vendors.  The 

Ladies of the Church will be offering lunch for purchase.  Please consider 

inviting your family and friends to this event!! 

 

In Christ, 

Kim 



 

WNALC 

April 2018 

 

 Thank you to everyone who helped make our Lenten Lunches a bright 

spot in our Easter season.  We had good food, good fellowship and kept our 

hearts and minds on this Holy season. 

 The WNALC will have a craft and bake sale table at the Vendor sale 

on Saturday, April 21.  We invite any bakers and/or crafters to donate items 

for this day.  We are replacing Holiday Happening with two smaller events.  

We will also serve our $5.00 meal for visitors. 

 Coming up on May 14 will be our Mother/Daughter banquet.  Tickets 

will be on sale in April.  Remember, we are all a mother, daughter, grand-

mother, aunt or friend. 

 June 10 will be our Strawberry Festival after church. June 16 will be 

the annual yard sale.  If you have useable items to donate, contact Kim 

Chadwick. Our $5.00 meal will be available once again. 

 We hope everyone will help even a little to help our church grow and 

enjoy another day of fellowship. 

 Circle meeting will be held Thursday, April 26 at noon in the lounge up-

stairs.  Leader will be Sonie Rea and hostesses Kris Briggs and Joanne Marker.     

All are welcome to have lunch and learn more about the life of Martin Lu-

ther. 

 

God bless, 

Sonie Rea 

  

 

 



EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE IS APRIL 1ST AT 10:00 AM.  

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8TH SERVICE WILL INCLUDE HEALING SERVICE WITH 

COFFEE HOUR FOLLOWING. 

 

Adult Catechism  meets on Tuesday, at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM; you may 

choose which time is best for you. 

Adult Choir practice is on Wednesday’s at 7:00 PM and Sunday’s at 9:30 am.  

Everyone is welcome to join the choir! 

Bell Choir practice is on Thursday’s at  7:00 PM.  Everyone is welcome. 

YOUTH GROUP 2018 

Greetings to you all, young and old!  Our youth group has met and we have 

planned the year ahead.  As you can see, we will be very busy and not only 

learning more about God, but having fun while doing it!  If you know of any 

youth who may be interested in joining our merry little band of youth, we wel-

come them with open arms. 

Blessings in Christ Jesus, 

Pr. Rob :) 

April 27th—Pirates game?  Depending on the 2018 schedule? 

May 25th—Mini golf? 

Saturday Afternoon Game Day. 

 All are invited to bring your favorite board game and spend an after-

noon at the church. 

 WII game will be on hand and snacks and drinks will be provided! 

 Join us!! 

April 7th, 2-4 PM downstairs. 

ALL AGES WELCOME 



Embracing Hope 

 Embracing Hope is our international mission. This project helps the poorest of the 
poor.   We have been sponsoring two little girls in Ethiopia for several years.  This sponsor-
ship of $136 per child, per month, provides them with food,  clothing, medical care, educa-
tion, and so much more.  This program is preserving families and giving them HOPE and dig-
nity. 

 

 The Shannon family is planning to move to Istanbul, Turkey this summer.  Questions 
have been asked about what will happen to the Ethiopian project.  Jerry Shannon will still be 
the Executive Director, but there is an Ethiopian Director and board that will continue to 
handle the Day Care on a daily basis.  They now have over 200 families involved with the 
project that started with approximately 20 families that met in the Shannon household 8 
years ago and has expanded several times to include a day care and school.  GOD at work.    
Many of these children would not have survived without the help of Embracing Hope.  

 

 Please help us meet our obligation each month.  There are envelopes in the church 
pews.  If you want a record of your giving, put your envelope number and name on the enve-
lope and place it in the offering plate. 

 

 I will keep you updated on the Shannon family and their new adventure following 
God’s calling.   

 

Linda Coleman 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Church has fallen behind in donations to our girls in Ethiopia.  Please con-

sider this call to help others in need. 

—————————————————————————————————————- 

Anyone with experience in accounting that would be willing to take the 

Treasurer’s position for our church, please see President Dennis Schmidt. 



 



 

 

 



 



     

George Frideric Handel 

2/23/1685—4/14/1759 

 

 

 

George Frideric (or Frederick) Handel (/ˈhændəl/;
[a]

 born Georg Friedrich 

Händel
[b]

 German: [ˈhɛndəl] (  listen); 23 February 1685 (O.S.) [(N.S.) 5 March] – 
14 April 1759)

[2][c]
 was a German, later British, Baroque composer who spent the 

bulk of his career in London, becoming well-known for his operas, oratorios, an-
thems, and organ concertos. Handel received important training in Halle-upon-
Saale and worked as a composer in Hamburg and Italy before settling in London in 
1712; he became a naturalised British subject in 1727.

[4]
 He was strongly influenced 

both by the great composers of the Italian Baroque and by the middle-German poly-
phonic choral tradition. 

Within 15 years, Handel had started three commercial opera companies to supply 
the English nobility with Italian opera. Musicologist Winton Dean writes that his op-
eras show that "Handel was not only a great composer; he was a dramatic genius 
of the first order."

[5]
 As Alexander's Feast (1736) was well received, Handel made a 

transition to English choral works. After his success with Messiah (1742) he never 
composed an Italian opera again. Almost blind, and having lived in England for 
nearly fifty years, he died in 1759, a respected and rich man. His funeral was given 
full state honours, and he was buried in Westminster Abbey in London. 

Born the same year as Johann Sebastian Bach and Domenico Scarlatti, Handel is 

regarded as one of the greatest composers of the Baroque era, with works such as 

Messiah, Water Music, and Music for the Royal Fireworks remaining steadfastly 

popular.
[6]

 One of his four Coronation Anthems, Zadok the Priest (1727), composed 

for the coronation of George II, has been performed at every subsequent British 

coronation, traditionally during the sovereign's anointing. Another of his English ora-

torios, Solomon (1748), has also remained popular, with the Sinfonia that opens act 

3 (known more commonly as "The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba") featuring at the 

2012 London Olympics opening ceremony. Handel composed more than forty oper-

as in over thirty years, and since the late 1960s, with the revival of baroque music 

and historically informed musical performance, interest in Handel's operas has 

grown. 
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 April Lay Readers              April Altar Flowers 

      1st        Kimberly Grewe      1st        EASTER LILIES      

      8th      Julie Tracht      8th       Kris Briggs 

      15th     Dennis Schmidt        15th     Betty DeGiovanni     

      22nd    Lisa Maust       22nd   Allan Zimmerman/ Patty Platts 

      29th      Lisa Hager                29th     Richard & Jill Sabol 

      April Acolytes 

      1st          A.J. Chadwick & Andrew Serbak 

      8th         Rexanna Quedenfeld & Caroline Quedenfeld 

      15th       Brice Berry & Lyndsay Berry 

      22nd      Bailey DeWalt & Aiden DeWalt 

      29th       Logan Williams & Matthew Mazzotti 

      April Ushers                                                                                  

      1st          J. Hoffer; C. Krcil; R. Williams; N. & L. Williams 

      8th         C. Gosness; J Luketich; S. Ringer; D. Schmidt 

      15th        T. Bernhart; E. Goga; R. Johnson, J. Ulanich 

      22nd       N. Bassi; R. Phillips; J. Sakerka; D. Wheeler 

      29th        K. Carl; R. Fritz; C. Group; C.R. Group; T. Wright 

             

      April Altar Team        

      Lisa Hager & Cristina Serbak 



 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

1     Lindsay Mankey    18     Sally Lacko    

2   William Shadel                                             Corry Thalhofer 

4   Shannon Boring                                           22      Renee Forsberg 

        Ryan Bassi                                                     23      Marcia Malardie 

5   Nick Pollo                                                                 Kameryn Johnson 

6   Karina Kowalczyk                                         24      Cara Group 

        Evi Metcalf                                                    25      Rollin Swank 

7   Sharon Battistone                                                   Douglas Mazzotti 

8   Joyce Streator                                               26      Clyde H. Haught 

        Tillie Shawin                                                  27      Kandie Montgomery 

9   Chester Krcil                                                  28       Anna Trettel 

10   Dorothy Dillemuth                                                   Keith Briggs 

13   Carol Snyder                                                             Matt Livolsi 

15    Johnathan Luketich                                       29       Donald Hazlett 

16    Ronald Harvilla                                                         Richard Sabol 

17    Denny Lacko                                                             Tracy L. Wright 


